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On August 18, 1969 » a confidential source, who has 
provided reliable Infonnatlon in the past, advised that Mrs. 
Coretta King, vldow of murdered civil rights leader. Doctor 
Martin Luther King, Jr.j has been invited to participate in 
the dedication of a plaza in New Delhi. The invitation had 
been extended by the Ford Foundation. 

The plaza is to be dedicated to Mahatma Ohandi, 
the Indian pacifist, and Doctor King. Mrs. King was also 
invited to send an appropriate quotation hy Doctor King to 
be read at the ceremony, which is to take place during 
January, 1970. 

The source advised further that there was an 
indication that Mrs. King would send the quotation, along with 
a message that she would consider the invitation to attend 
in person and send a definite answer at a later time. 
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Dear 




Totaoa 
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I haye received joar communication tt Augost 24th, with 
tacloied clipping, and appreciate your fdmlahlng this to om. 

With rtspect to your commenU conct rnlog Martin Luthor 
King, information in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confiden- 
tial in accordance with regulations of the Department o< Justice. 

I 

Sincerely yours. 



BTEclgar Hoover 

■^H^m^vrote Bureau and was generous in his 
I the Director'i 



NOTE: On 6-23-69 

remarks concerning the Director's administration. At that time he sent 
a postcard which depicted an individual identifi^as King and others 
attending the Highlander Folk School, MonteagleT Tennessee, during 1967. 
His letter was acknowledged on 6-27-69. His enclosure is the inside cover 
of "Parade" magazine of 7-27-60. 
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San jDse,Ca.95126 
August 24,1969 



Gentleiien* 



^1 



I wrote your departnent a few weeks ago and enclosed a post 
card, that was distributed by a colored lady toy the name of Julia Brown, 
She eaye a lecture in the Auditoriwn here and she stated that she had 
been an undercoycr Agent for the F.B.I, fop 9 years, On this card her 
picture was l/tfthe u,>per rig^ithand corner, and the lower half showed 
Marti n i.uther^Kln:; & about 40 others attendij^; a Connie 8chool,now 

herru the point I an leading up to,I hare sent ^J^^*^^^^^ 
» if^-.««4«A o«vi«-. +ii<it. t.rip-v rf»nrint this .but he nerer 

budged an inch to print it. Kow I an enclosing a copy of P*f« 
frot same Magazine »ectlon,where he answers a question -^f^/^^^^-^^^, 
I and states that King was nerer a Conraie,! hare checked other questions 
I on this page that may be of Interest to your department, Please don t 
I feel obligated to reply to this Biatter.imless you so desire,! remain 
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jlneerely your 
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JWvlIlt w^^v V ^P^'^^^'^Ofs? Want to learn the truth about prominent personalities? Write Walter Scott, Parade 733 3rd Ave^, 

Mew York, N.Y., 10017, YourfuH namewill beused unless otherw^e Requested. Volume of mail leceived makes personal replies impossible. 



Q. i read in the papers that the late fudy CtrtanH 
su/feted from drrho$i$ of the liver and should htve 
been dead years ago. Is this truef Aiso why was fudy 
*o unhappyf How much of a fortune did she teavet 
-<ouise Car/son, 5t, P»ul, Minn. 
A. The singer drank heavily but she did not suffer 
or die from cirrhosis of the liver, fudy was unhappy 
because, try as she might, she could And no lastln- 
father-substitute in her life. She cried out for a strong 
man to love and take care of her. Instead she chose 
weak men, not necessarily her husbands, who used 
her. She died in debt. 
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would like to know il 
the Premier of South Viet- 
nvrt—TrMt Van Hoon^ 
was one of Ho Chi Minh's 
most trusted generals in 
the Vietnamese war 
against (he french-^avis 
Knok, Urbana, Hi. 
A. Iran Van Huong, 65, 
was a leader in the Communist Vietminh along with 
Ho Chi Minh until 1946 when he broke away. 




\rlames Roosevelt, stabbed in Geneva by his third 
w/fe— who were his previous wives f How many dtil- 
dren did they /lave^— P.r, Albany, N. y. 
A. Roosevelt, stabbed by the former Gladys Irene 
Owens, 52, was formerly married to Betsey Gushing 
and Romelle Schneider by whom he had five chil- 



'the Governor of 
Ohio, fim Rhodes, a pawn 
of the Mafiaf—td Humph- 
ries, Columbus, CMiio. 



dwghter of ex-King Umberto of Italy. Since de Bat- 
bnv was once married to Cenefieve Foncet and had 
two children by her, how did de Balkany get the 
Vitican to annul thatpiamagef-^harles Hildebrand. 
Chicago, fit. 

A. There are two frequent grounds for securmg a 
Vatican annulment: non-consummation of the mar- 

L.. . TK. C9r*M BnlA. the 

ruge or consiraini ny unc p«i »■ ■ ■ ■ «• » - - 

Vatican court which deals with such matters, does 
not explain its secret decisions, and did not do so m 
this case. De Balkany, 39, is a Rumanian who came to 
Paris after World War II and became Farts' most 
successful real esute promoter. He was married to 
Genevieve Francois- Poncet, daughter of the French 
Ambassador to Great Britain. They have two children, 
and were divorced three years ago. 

Q. Who said: "Pretty much all the honest truth- 
telling in the world is done by childrenr-^Amy 
Kahn, Boston, Mass, 

A. Oliver Wendell Holmes. 1809-94, American 
author, physician, and statesman. 



Amencan Vietnam war resisters have 
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, _ tJNC AND KATHIVN 

♦h*» P " r-osby marriage fouo<tefmg? How 
■ jcc?5 fishtng, »r.d she pfays summer suxkf 
—Mildred Korngotd, Asbury Park, NJ. 
A. Bing Crosbv ^ 65. His wife, Xathryn, is 35. She 
5* !l la in'jinons as an actress, which is why she is 
playing The Prime of Miss /ean Brodie in summer 
stock. Crosby, on the other hand, has kiwwn it alt. 
prefers to fish and gplf. occasional ly work. 





t was the Russian lieutenant who tried to as- 
sassinate Leonid Brezhnev in Moscow Otis past /anu- 
ary ? Why have the Russians refused to try him?— f ve» 
lyn Hardwick, Richmond, Va. 
A. The lieutenant's name is Ilyn. Reportedly he was 
stationed with Soviet army engineers in Leningrad. 
The Soviet* refuse lo pub'ictzp 'Se case since i re- 
veals the unrest i ->w prevalent '"•rftt.'ghout the S« let 
Jnion the '*^«»lt o* the "r -uTti V Stalin - o* 



as a goverrKH subject to 
pressure from many 
sources, he certainly bears 
watching. Ufe magazine 
recently reported on the state of his finances and 
some of his decisions concerning a Mafia figure in 
jail. 



\. Is it that Bobby Kennedy, Nick Katzenbach. 
^and Ramsey Clark, each of them a U.S. Attorney 
General, could not get alorg with /. Edgar Hcc-verf 
What was learned from w'i Aapping the telephone 
c' ..artin Luther King Ir • Uid he turn out to be ' 
Communist agent as rumored^ — VI. Lewis, iVa.?/?- 
ington. D.C. 

A. Kennedy, Clark, and Katzenbach found that Hoo- 
ver, ostensibly under orders to the Justice Depart- 
ment, ran his own show. King's telephone was tapped 
because at one time he had dealings with a Com- 
munist lawyer. He was never, however, a Communist 
or a Communist agent. For the most part, the wire- 
taps revealed that Ving on occasion submitted to 
temptatuins c * -'.H 



O- ''ere*' 



9a/fcany. one of the richest 
" V fo Ma"* Cahr/«»'/-->. 



Tucson, Ar«. " ""^ 

A. Approximately 225 in the last 18 months. 

Mdcy Dolenz ot m mm^^^asn't it a shotgun 

fmrriagef^T.Y., Los Angeles, Calif. 

A, Says Mrs. Micky Dolenz: "There is no need for 

anyone to count the months. Ami is a baby of love 

Wewere expecting her before we were actually mar- 

ned We didn't feel guilty abo-jt yVe 

hav« a oaby, and it wasn't a shotgun marriage." 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



Warren, Michigan 48098 
Dear 

In reply to joor inquiries concerning Martin Luther 
Kingp Jr. » in your letter of August 14th, information in the files of 
the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance with regu- 
lations of the Department of Justice. I regret I cannot be of help to 
you in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 




ToiMn _ 
D.Loadi 



Mohi 

Bithop _ 
Caap*r — 

Callahan 
Conrad _ 

Felt 

Cal« 



NOTE: We wrote to correspondent on 6-26-68 In reply to his letter 
concerning Karl Prussion and requesting information whether or not 
Martin Luther King was a communist. Bufiles contain no derogatory 
information concerning him. 
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arren Michigan 

48093 



F.B.I. Director 
J. Edger Hoover 
Justice Department 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr Hoover 

Several weeks ago I heard that the F.B.I, had tapped 
the telephone of Martin Luther King Jr. 

I would appreciate any information that you can send 
me regarding this matter. (Why was his phone tapped? Who ordered 
the phone tapped? Was any usefull information obtained? etc) 



Thank You 



/s/ 






^ i^y- ^^^^^ 



■Ir. Ciillahan 
kir. Conrad __, 

Ir. Fell 

-Ir. Gale 

■Ir. Rosen 

'Ir. Sullivan . 

It. Tovel 

Ir. Trotter _ 
K-W. Kiioni _ 
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UNITED STATES GO>i.i<NMENT 

Memorandum 



Mr. Bis _ ^ 
M. A. Jones 



A^^ones ^ 




DATE; August 19, 1969 



Tee. ?.Mtr. 

Kc.;:r.c» 



SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE (D - HAWAH) 
INFORMATION CONCERNING DISSEMINATION MADE 
BY BUMJAU OF- INFORMATION REGARDING MARTIN 
LUTHER KING ' " 



\ 




it-— 



I.'. 



Reference Malmfeldt to Bishop memorandum of 8/15/69 
wherein Mr. DeLoach suggested that he and Inspector Bowers perBonaUy 
deliver the enclosed I'etter dated 8/18/69 to Senator Inouye. T 

Contact with the Senator's secretary on 8/19/69 revealed 
the Senator and both of his top assistants are out of Washington and 
not scheduled to return until 9/3/69. A4W^ifeftf;Wt^^ 

HEi^£ttnbUUi;LAi)i)irll:[r 



RECOMMENDATION: 



BY 



That the enclosed letter be delivered by Bowers to^the 
/ Senator's secretary and that she be advised at that time that Mr. DeLoach 
j would like to call on the Senator upon his return to Washington to discuss 
; any additional questions he may have concerning his inquiry ajjout 
Martin Luther King. . . _ ^ ,,A /:*^^f^^ ^; ^/^^...w*^'. — . 




1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Malmfeldt 
1 - Mr. Jones 



DWBxlw 
(8) ^ 
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NOT RECORDED ' 




D. C. 20510 

♦ 

Y(3ur letter of August 13th has been received. 

You m?.y be assured that any dissemination of 
: . ■ :r.-' .r.lo.i rc jr-rdlnj : Tartin Luther Kin;? made by this E^^reau 

. - :.*: ::io r;:ccutlvo Branch of tho Governii^cnt v;'^^ o:i 

. : ■ ; cf Ciilr :7rrj-Qr iiixrcjt the subject matter ip.volvc3. 
. ;^cr of 3, ICCD, I c±coliitGly no ir:;pIIc:>iiovi 

:}r t:::it : -7 01 ^022 criiciol:: ■ lozl:ed'= such inTorinsiUcjL. 
; . :r : circurnct:— cj, I do r^t beI:3vo that any purpose v;Guld 

ir. Llcr^uryir.^ the iaclividuala to whom the pGriineat 
l..:. : ,':.:.:lDa "\vad furnished • 



0 . 



sincerely youra, / - ' 



L: (4) 

XCTS: SeeG. E. Malmfeldt to Mr. Bishop memo dated 8/15/69 captioned 
^ -ir^tor Daniel K. Inouye (D - Hawaii), Liformation Concerning Dissemination 
- :v:ade By Bureau of Information Regardi.-.g Martin Luther Kin^jt 



'6 ^r \r '■' Ai 



lAlL r.OC;.; CZl TLLtTYPC UNIT , . ^ ^ ^ , C\ 




SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE (D - HAWAn) 
INFORMATION CONCERNING DISSEMINATION MADE 

BY BURJiAU OF INFORMATION REGARDING MARTIN 

LUTHERiKING " 

Senator Daniel K. Inouye (D - Hawaii with whoni we have 
had limited liit cordial correspondence), by letter of 8-13-69, has inquired 
as to our dissemination of information regarding Martin Luther King. 
Recommended that attach'ed letter be directed to Senator Inouye advising 
him that our dissemination was on the basis of the proper interest of those 
to v/hom FBI disseminated and that no purpose would be served in identifying 
those government officials. 

By letter 8-6-69, Senator Inouye made reference to an article 
in the 7-27-69 issue of Parade magazine regarding the immoral conduct of 
King, and the wiretap on King. Inouye inquired as to whether the FBI had 
released any information obtained from the wiretap. By letter 8-8-69 Inouye 
was advised that the FBI did not "leak" information regarding King and that, 
in keeping with our responsibilities, we disseminated information concerning 
Kii^ on a high-level basis within the Executive Branch of the Government. 
In his letter of 8-13-69, Inouye asks for the identities of the officials who 
received confidential information on King and inquires whether our letter 
of 8-8-69 implied that these officials may have been responsible for any leak 
of data on King. On this letter the Director noted "I am not implying anything, 
H." 

The FBI has made dissemination of information on King to 
various high levels of the Government including the White House, the Vice 
President, the Attorney General, and intelligence agencies. We should not 
disclose identities of the officials to whom we have disseminated information. 
If we give Senator Inouye any such list, other niembers of Congress will 
expect similar treatment in other Bureau matters. Jn addition, the furnisair.g 
c: any list to the Senator might also cause him to inquire of the officials on 
the list whether or not they leaked any data on King,i arid 'causiftg them- to 
be displeased with the FBI for disclosing their identities as recipients of 
s^en3,itive information on King. / . ' / r 'T^y " 

1 - ...r. DeLoach ^ ^//Vo'^^'"^'"" NOT RECORDED* 
1 -:/Ir. Bishop -i. »':^«^^ " CdSlriNU^ -.OVER J 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 0^3/ ^ ^. 

1 - Mr. Malmfeldt — l-^ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Bishop 

Re: Senator Daniel K. Inouye (I^ - Hawaii) 

RECOMMENDATION: 



That the attached letter be sent to Senator Inouye. 





'2ltni£cb ^Ictlc^ ^cnct^e 

WASHINGTON. O.C 20510 

August 13, 1969 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Mr. D. Loa*;.. ^ 

Mr. ...oJ-j- 

Bishop 

Mr. Cnspc-T 

Mr. CjiU.ihjin _ 

Mr. Conr.uJ 

Mr. t'i lt 

Mr. GaJe __LJ-1 

Mr. RoHc.-. 

Mr. .Sulliv.... .. 

Mr. Tuv. : . - 

Ti.!c. ;i . 

Miss Ghndy 



07 





I wish to thank you for your prompt response to my inquiry concerning 
the "leak" of information in the Federal Bureau files nnjr^ Marfiri 
Luther King. I can well understand and approve of the regulations which 
require that such files be maintained as confidential. 

I would like to inquire, however, as to what officials "on a high level 
basis within the Executive Branch of the Goveriunent" received such 
confidential information. I wish also to inquire whether in your letter 
you are implying that such information as may have been leaked came 
therefore from one or more of these officials. 




Sin^rely, 



BUmiEL K. INOUYE 
United States Senator 



DKIibh 
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August 19, MS9 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




Lynchturg, Virginia 

In reply to your tetter at Aognst 18th, information 
concerning the alleged commoniet affiliationa of BAartln Luther King, 
whether sabstantlafced or not, cannot be released because of a Depart- 
ment cf Juadce order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 
I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 
lEdgar Hoover 



g ,H s NOTE: On the basis of available information, correspondent is not 
X ^ o| identifiable in Bufllea. 



Tolaofi _ 
D«Loadi 

Mohr 

Bishop _ 
Casp«r — 
Catlotion 
Conf od _ 
Felt 
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A AugMt 13,1969 

\- 

Dear Sir 

I have become coAcermed, our Church 
literature as well as other publicatiome , 
hare becone lacreaeingly filltd with the 
docrlae of Mar tia Lather^Kiag , Picturing hi:a 
as a hi^ prxDclpled, high noral ijuiividual, 
fightlfig for the rights of the poor people 
of Aacrica* 

Is it true Mr* King associated hinself 
with knowB Cosaiunists? Even visited North 
Viet Nan while the Uhited States was engaged 
in combat with then* 

I v^ould appreciate any inforaation you 
Bi^t have available on the activities of Mr* 
King, while living, concemiag the CoBssunists 
- . Thank you sincerely 





5 -'^UG 19 1969 
CORRESP^jOENCE 
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• ^ \ /. ^ Federal Bureau Of iBvestigatloa 

VashiAgtoH 

D* C* 
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Toil 

DtLooch 

Moht 

Biahop _ 
Cosptfr _ 
Cailohon 
Coniod 

r*lt 

Col* 

P.o%mn 

Tavel 
Troitet 
Tel*. P 
Holni*5 



July 29, im 

AnmAiL 



v; 
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In raply to th« inqiilrief in yoar letter of Jaly 20th, 
data in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. For 
the same reason, information concerning fhe alleged commonlst 
aifiliations of Martin Lather King, Jr. , whether substantiated or 
not, cannot be released, 

I want to assure you that neither radio station KTRO 
nor any other radio station has access to the files of this Bureau. 

Sincerely yours, 

1 - Honolulu - Enclosure 

Personal Attention SAC: Furnish the fact^oncerning this tape on 
«^adio station KTRG under the c^P^oiJHH||||pt Research (Correspond 

and Tours)" to reach the Bureau by S/o/dSt^^ 
NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
There is no derogatory information in our files concerning radio station 
KTRG. - , 

^ Follow up maUb fui '4/i2 I6i^ 8-tk-b9. 

CEE:c8(4) 
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/X^ ...... »K» . J 



Aloha, 

R«: radio KIRG of Honolulu* 



All thU paot woot Toiet* ovor radlo-KTRG -tolling pooplo to 
tuaa la today* Thoy vould play an hour tapo oxpooiag tho Bachinatloaa 

_ . . _ . o. . _ . . ; . . 

or xartiB Luthor King as voing aithor an activo conunist or a aupa or 
tho cdmuniots. Ihat io tholr doeiaoatatioaf It is said to bo froa tho 
soorot f ilos of tho ni: 

liitoaor that all this is *docuasntation frca tho sscrot TBI filos*. 

I hsTO alvays heen ondor tho iaprossloa that tho fllss of tho TBI 

^»m. vnr anas ta tha ffttnaral-Tiuhlle* 1 waIa* { 

doosn't tho FBI lot tho pooplo know all thisT* And tho Bodorator is tsUing 
ths Toieo: "Boeauss tho FBI thinks it Bight affoct natioaa>80curity«* 

Onco again; doos radlo-KTHO or anv radio station haTo entro to TOur / 

f)^.\\S 1SAUG181969 





^^ODoialu, Hawaii 96814 



•••• I**; i»-*iaH 
At. utM .<o >y 
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L NITED STATES GOV ERNMENT 

Memorandum 
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Mr. Bishoj/r'^^ oATt: 8/6 

m :j ftuiKFORWATioN contain 






RAMSEY CLARK, T ' 

:.L Bj tc I : TELEVISION APPEARANCE 6" iT? ^ 

ON DAVID FROST PROGRAM 



At 9 p. m. , August 5, 1969, former Attorney General Ramsey Clark 
appeared on the David Frost television program on Station WTTG-TV (Washington 

^'-.^ ^ ^ ^1 c;\ rr\^r^ a ^iA«i»f» ^ — ^ ^ «r ^ _ -.ii ^ i 

answer session between him and Frost regarding electronic surveillance, Martin 
Luther King, and organized crime. The second portion featured a rebuttal of Clark' 
views on wiretapping by former New York detective Ralph Salerno, 

In answer to a question of "How independent is the FBI?" the former < 
^ Attorney General replied that he thinks the FBI operates with integrity; that when the 
i FBI doesn't agree, it doesn't follow the rules with great enthusiasm --"but who doesi 

murder case, Clark said he "would never stop looking for evtaenca of a conspiracy" 
but "on the other hand, I saw no evidence of one. " When questioned about the source 
of James Earl Ray's money, Clark indicated that "several" robberies were 

i teller. " Clark also said that he never knew an Attorney General to "instigate" a 3 
1 wiretap; and that as late as two days before King's death, the FBI had asked his ? 
j approval for electronic coverage of King. He stated that Robert Kennedy thought \ 



. King "\<^s a great man - as do L " 

In a brief discussion of assassinations, Clark said the Warren 
Commission did a thorough job. 

I to exist"; that La Cosa Nostra was more significant in the 1920's than in the 1960's; 
; aiid that we can eliminate organized crime--unlike street crime--but not by the use 
•of eloctronic eavesdropping. He labeled microphones and wiretaps as "immoral" 

^\ I thorn Is "unfair"; and that (from tlie standpoint of employee time) they are 

1 "one of the most wasteful techniques man has ever devised,.'! . 

« ^,f':i NOT ^wr\r\x»^!^v^ 
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M. A. Jones to Bishop memo 
RE: RAMSEY CLARK 



Ralph Salerno then arrived on the stage with Charles Grutzner 
(of *'The New York Times") and played a recording of a conversation in which 
;wo New York hoodlums discussed a plot to murder an informant. This 
conversation had been picked up by New York authorities by a concealed 
microphone in 1963. The two hoodlums were identified as Michael J. 
Scandifia (well-known professional mobster who disappeared in December, 
19 6S) and Peter J. ("Petie Pumps") Ferrara, The murder victim whom they 
discussed was Alfredo "Freddie" Santantonio, who was killed in New York on 
July 11, 1963. Santantonio had, in fact, been an informant, and this was 
used by Salerno as an "opening" to expand upon the need for protection of 
informants and their families. 



After this recording of the murder plot conversation had been 
played, Salerno said that in "abstract theory" he agreed with Clark, but as a 
practical matter he disagreed with Clark^s views on the need for electronic 
surveillances. Clark replied that he has "studied so many of these stories" 
(recordings of underworld murder plots) that it (the recording which Salerno 
and Grutzner had played) "doesn't affect my judgment, " Clark then asked, 
"Are we to continue this (the fight against organized crime) as a game? Or 
are we to move in and knock it out?" 



Clark also used the program as a forum for airing his social 
worker- oriented views that organized crime *TDuilds on powerless people"- - 
particularly those who live in slums and ghettoes. He lamented tliat "where 
there is a climate to make organized crime profitable, there are people who will 
talco the rislv'of engaging in racketeering activities. He continued that "wiretaps 
won't make a difference"; that we need to professionalize law enforcement; 
that law enforcement has been neglected; and that wiretapping "in such a 
situation is a pathetic joke. " 

Clark also told the audience, "White collar crime costs more than 
organized crime, but we don^t talk about that. " 



Among the matters pointed out by Salerno was the fact that 
Robert Kennedy had favored the use of electronic suyeillances — and that 
..icrophone disclosures have revealed there are judges and a Congressman In 
l\ew Jersey who "might help" organized crime. 
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information. 



/ He has criticized FBI twice using 
'statement (last sentence, paragraph 2) ^ 
mentioned above. Suggest we challenge 
^ him if he continues this lie. 
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(Type in plaintext or code) 
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(Priority) 




TO: 
FROM: 

SUBJECT; 



DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, HONOLULU (94*44) 






BUDIEO: 8/8/69 
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—On 8/4/69 



dvlsecl that on 7/20/69, his pa< 
rty ninute taped comnentary concerning 
MARTIN LUTHER ^ING, He Stated that he assisted in the 
preparation of th^ Bcript for this tape, which was pre* 
pared for release In 1968, However, with the death of 
tat ion decided not to use the coasenCary. 
dvised that in view of the recent soveaent to 
euisuiiBu a national holiday in honor of KING, the station 
decided to present its commentary exposing KING, 

Lonal announcements regarding the program or in the 
program itself did he or any member of his staff state or 
imply that^the information contained in the expose resulted 
from acces^^^J^^^iles of the FBI or came from files of 
the FBI* ^^^^^^K^<1® available a transcript of ^ the 
program wirnHP^Mbhed documentation for information 

A copy of this transcript, **The MARTIN LUTHSH 
KING Story," and documentation is enclosed for the Bureau* 



is 
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jSpecial Agent in Charge 
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It in noted th&t in ftizmgraph S of Page 2 of 
enclosure It is stated , **FBI reports state that RUST IK 
Joined the Toung Couunlst League in 1936 while at College 
of the City of New York and was active in this organization 
on the caapus and elsewhere. In World War II he was 
arrested several tiaes for advocating resistance to the war 
and served 26 Months in Federal prisons for draft dodging.** 
According to attached docnaentation this data was contained 
in the Allen-Scott Report, August 16, 1963, 

Page 7, Paragraph 3, Mftkes reference to Congres- . 
sional testisony of KARp^RUSSIOR, '^a former counter-spy tf^JS.' 
for the FBI*'. Paragrafm 5, Page 7, quotes the Director as 
character isBing KING as f*rhe aost notorious liar in the 
Vnltsd States,? 

On page 12 of the transcript a stateaent is aade 
by the announcer that it is left to the listening audience 
t o de cide,^ **A national holiday as a aonuaent (to MARTtN 
LOTHSR KING); or a denanded disclosure of FBI infer sat ion 
presently deeaed \oo sensitive for our national security?' * 
DICKINSON stated that the latter reference regarding in- 
f or sat ion too sensitive to national security was taken froa 
a recent stateaent aade by a Federal Judge in Houston, 
Texas, during the CASSIUS CLA7 Selective Service trial, 
when contacts between CLA7 and KING were injected into the 
trial proceedings. 



The foregoing are the only references to FBI in 
the transcript of the tape* no aention is aade that this 

froa the secret FBI files** as alleged by 
Tdid state that it was announced at the 
that transcript of the tape and docn- 
aentation of information was available to the listening 
public for twenty-five cents, and the docuaentation itself 
aakes no reference to FBI files. 



Based on the denial of ^^^^^fVthat any state- 
aent was aade indicating access torB nfUes and on the review* 
of the transcript it would appear that ^H^isunderstood what 
was broadcast and, therefore, no further action is being taken 
by the Honolulu Office concerning this satter^ UACB. 
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DIBSCTGft, FBI 

SAC, HOUOLOLO (M-44) 




•UBJICTs 




(COBSSSPOmXHCB AND TOURS) 

BOBBOs s/s/es 



dat«d 7/29/6S. 





idTised that on 7/20/69, hlB rmi 
»rty miitut* tmped comentary ecnconiiBt 
BABTOr LUTBEB KZKQ. Be stated that he aseiiited in the 
preparation of the script for this tape, which vas pre* 
pared for fte lease In 1968. Hovever, vlth the death of 

[tat ion decided not to use the eoanentary. I — 
tdvised that in viev of the recent aoveaent to ^ 
a national holidajr in honor of KINO, the station 
j^nangi^nt decided to present its cowentary exposing KING* 
^^^■■■asphatically stated that at no tiae Either la 
^MRToSl announcements regarding the progras or in the 
progras itself did he or aB:r sesber of his staff state or 
laplj that the infornatioii contained in the expose resulted 
fros aceea^^^i^^iles of the PHI or case fros files of 
the FBI. flH^HViuicl^ available a transcript of the 
progras wit^E^Cttached documentation for inforiAtion 
used. 



A copy of this transcript, **The MARTIN USVBSM 
KINO Story,** and docusentation is enclosed for the Bureau* 



3 - Bureau (Sne. B) 
1 - Honolulu 
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' It Iv noted that la Paragraph 5 of Page S of 
•iiclosvM it is stated » *rrBX reports state that Ruanrm 
Joined the Touog CoamuBlst League la 1936 vhlle at College 
of the City of Kev Torh aad vas active la this orgaalsatlott 
OS the caapas and elsewhere. In World Shr 11 he eas 
arrested several tlaes for advoeatlag res Istaace to the ear 
aad served 26 Months la Federal prisons for draft dodging.** 
According to attached doconentat Ion this data vas eontained 
in the Allen-Scott neport» August 16» 1963. 

Page T« Paragraph 3^ ashes reference to Congress 
slonal testlnony of KARL PRUSSIOH. *% forser counterHipy 
for the PBI**. Paragraph 5, Page 7» quotes the Director as 
characterizing KING as fThe aost notorious linr in the 
united states.* 



On Page 12 of the traascript a stateseat is tfide 
by the announcer that it Is left to the listening audience 
mssm t o de cide^ **A aational holiday as a monument (to MMlTIN 

LVTHER KING); or a deaanded disclosure of FBI inf or net ion 
presently deemed \oo sensitive for our national security?* **, 
DICKINSQK stated that the latter reference regarding in* 
^ forsation too sensitive to national security vas taken from 

i a recent statement aade fay a Federal Judge in Houston » 

Texas, during the CASSIT7S CLAT Selective Service trials 
% | when contacts between CLAT and KING were injected into the 

trial proceedings. * 



The foregoing are the only references to FBI in 
the transcript of the tape. No mention Is nade that this 
^^J^^Hntatlon from the secret FBI files'* as alleged by 
fll^^^^^^^^P^^^ state that it was announced at the 
o*1 ) ©n^o^xn^^lTOWn that transcript of the tape and docu- 
^ ^ mentation of intomatlon was available to the listening 

public for twenty-five cents, and the documentation itself 
mkes no reference to FBI files. 



Based on the denial of flHHjVthat any state* 
. i ment was amde indicating access toTBl^^Qs and on the review 
IjI b 1 transcript it would appear that ^^Valsunderstood what 

was broadcast and, therefore, no furtbenRlion is being taken 
by the Honolulu Office concerning this natter, TJACB. 
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ALL I"'F0'*"A1 lO" C'^i''TAtI 
- THE MARTIN LUTHER KING STORY -HEREIri IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE^J3JI__BYs£i^ 

memorial, a national holiday to the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King. 
This, then, is the Story of Doctor King.,..) 



Few men have had so many words spoken and written about them as the 
late Martin Luther KING' Reverend KING center of a storm 

of controversy and violence after achieving prominence in 1955, when he 
led a successful boycott against the bus system in Montgomery, Alabcuna, 
Because of his success in this campaign against racial injustice and in' 
equality, KING gained the respect and admiration of many Americans. 

Over-looked by some, and unknown to most, were the character and 

wawnvf ^ WU4I\A0 Wl«if lllCii «VV/1IIC2<« «V4*Vadl ^2 aVSASW ltJ,m Jklt 

assault upon such formidable obstacles as segregation and racial preju- 
dice. Had he enlisted the support of worthier people as his immediate 
aides # KING could have been a potent force in strengthening America and 
uplifting his people. Such was not the case, however, and from the pin- 
nacle of success in 1955, KING sank to an all-time low in April of 1967 
when he called the United States "thE GREATEST PURVEYOR OF VIOLENCE IN 
THE WORLD TODAY". 

Who was this man who had been commended as a man of peace and 
damned as an apostle of violence? To those liberals who have not intel- 
ligently discerned what KING been saying and doing during his thir- 
teen years of prominence, this may come as a shock and a tragedy. To 
those who followed his activities closely and were aware of his question- 

surfaced, and yet, where is the criticism he deserved and should have 
gotten? 

On January 15, 1929, Michael Luther KING' Jr., was born in a com- 
fortable 13-room house in Atlanta, Geogia, the son and grandson of two 
of the great preachers of the South. When he was six, his father changed 
both their names to that of the leader of the Protestant Reformation. He 
attended Morehouse College in Atlanta, thinking of becoming a doctor or 
a lawyer, and it was here that he read Thoreau's Essay on Civil Disobe- 
dience. From Morehouse, KING went to Crozer Theological Seminary in 
Chester, Pennsulvania, where a lecture on Mohandas Gandhi caused him to 
read every book and article he could find by India's great leader of 
non-violent protest. KING found his calling. 

In 1955, KING became pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in 
Montgomery* Alabama. On December 1st of that year, a Montgomery bus 
driver ordered Negroes to stand so Whites could sit. One women, Mrs. 
Rosa PARKS' refused and was arrested. Within hours, Negroes launched a 
boycott against the bus system, which proved 99% effective, and which 
was to last for 382 tense days. KING'S gift of articulateness , his ap- 
parent lack of personal ambition, and his willingness to stand up to 
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tough city officials made him the natural leader of the boycott. When 
it was over, the Negroes of Montgomery had won a great victory, and 
Martin Luther KING had become world-famous. 

But who assisted KING in toppling segregation on Montgomery buses? 
Surely, no one man, no matter how articulate or how brave, could succeed 
in such an undertaking alone. And who is Rosa PARKS? 

Dr. KING ied the boycott at the head of the Montgomery Improvement 
Association, which had been formed by the Reverend Fred SHUTTLESWORTH / 
former convict and president of the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund, Inc. [1] The SCEF had been formed from the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare. Identified communist James A. DOMBROWSKI was ad- 

uAj-iio. J a uwj. wj. unc » iraux UfWJUUn / uiic ui. J. us i-t^uiiut^ i. ^ , ajiu ait au— 

mitted communist from 1925 to 1942, testified that the SCHW "wAS INTEND- 
ED TO LEAD TO CLASS HATRED AND RACE HATRED/ DIVIDING CLASS AGAINST CLASS 
AND RACE AGAINST RACE • [2] The Senate Internal Security Subcommittee 
exposed this organization, stating that it "wAS CONCEIVED/ FINANCED/ AND 
SET UP BY THE COMMUNIST pARTY IN l9i8 TO PROMOTE COMMUNISM IN THE 
Southern states • once exposed, the Party replaced this organization 
with the Southern Conference Educational Fund. [3 J 

This new communist front continued to use the same address as the 
SCHW, the same publication, the same telephone nxomber, and almost iden- 
tical officers. D0I1BR0WSKI continued to serve as administrator, identi- 
fied communist Aubrey WILLlAMS remianed on the board, and identified 
communists Carl and Anne BRADEN were made Field Secretaries. After con- 
ducting an investigation, the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee 
described the SCEF as a communist transmission belt for the South. [4] 

It is ver y interesting that the president of the SCEF was, at one 
time, Fred SHU TTLESWORTH » founder of the Montgomery Improvement Associ- 
ation and vice-president of Martin Luther KING'S Southern Christian 
leadership Conference. [5] 

Also in the Montgomery Improvement Association was Bayard RUSTIN- 

while at the College of the City of New York and was active in this or- 
ganization on the campus and elsewhere. In WWII he was arrested several 
times for advocating resistance to the war emd served 26 months in Fed- 
eral prisons for draft dodging. [6] 

RUSTIN l^^s worked closely with the War Resisters League, the World 
Peace Brigade, Liberation magazine, the Medical Aid to Cuba Committee, 
the Committee for Non-Violent Action, the Greenwich Village Peace Center, 
and similar organizations, often as an office-holder. [7] He has also 
been active in the American Forum for Socialist Education, a communist- 
dominated organization. [8] 

In 1953, in Pasadena, California, RUSTIN was arrested on a charge 
of sex perversion and went to jail after pleading "guilty." [3] 
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There are those who might argue that RUSTIN ^^d mended his ways by 
1955 when Martin Luther KING hired him as his secretary and adviser. 
Let's follow RUSTIiJ's activities since 1955. 

In 1955, RUSTIlJ was relatively unknown. In 1957, the Communist 
Party invited him to its 16th national convention. [10] He is known to 
have been socially entertained at the Soviet embassy, and, in 1958, went 
to Russia under the sponsorship of the Non-violent Action Committee 
Against Kuclear Weapons. [11] 

The January, 1963, issue of Fellowship reveals RUSTIN to be a 
"friend" of Kwame NKRUuAHf former communist dictator of Ghana. The 
same issue credits RUSTlN with having worked to establish a center for 
non-violence at Dar es Salaam, Tanganyika. Communist terrorist troops, 
trained at this center, conducted raids against Mozambique and Rhodesia. 

In SeptenJber, 1963, at Richmond, Virginia, RUSTIN said that "MORE 
BLOODY SUFFERING SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED SO THAT SQUEAMISH NORTHERN NEGROES 
WOULD BE HORRIFIED INTO LINE • It is possible that some would be 

horrified. However, it is certain that this was part of the strategy of 
the communists for propagating racial v;arfare in the United States. 

On August 28, 1963# RUSTIN ^ march on Washington. 

On August 29, 1963, he urged that the only hope for Negroes was 
to "GO LEFT". [13] 

On February 3, 1964, RUSTIN was a leader of the New York City 
school boycott. 

On February 4, 1964, he was photographed leaving a cocktail party 
at the Soviet mission to the United Nations^ [14] 

This, then, was the leadership of the Montgomery Improvement Asso- 
ciation, Martin Luther KING two ex-convicts, who were also communist 
f renters . 

And what of Mrs. Rosa PARKS' the woman who set off the bus boycott? 
Shortly before the incident on the bus, Mrs. PARKS bad attended the 
Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee. [15] To fully under- 
stand the nature and purpose of this school, we must go back to the 
early 1930' s, a time when the Communist Party had great dreams and ex- 
pectations for using the Negro in the Party's plan for overthrowing the 
United States government. 

It was in the 1930 's that the Party organized the People's Insti- 
tute of Applied Religion. As part of its program, this institute set 
up the Commonwealth College at Mena, Arkansas. It was organized about 
1932 by James A. DOnBROWSKI and feellow-traveler Myles HORTOiJ. It was 
cited by the U.S. Attorney General as a communist front [16] and fined 
$2,500 for violating the Sediti<in statute of the state of Arkansas. [17] 
The faculty moved to Monteagle, ^Tennessee, and organized the Highlander 
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Folk School. In addition to BOnBROl'/SKI and HORTOiJ. those assisting in 
the school's operation included Don WEST/ district director of the 
Coitununist Party in North Carolina [18] , and identified communist Aubrey 

WILLIalS. C19] 



In 194 5, the U.S. Senate rejected the appointment of Aubrey WILLIAI'lS 
as administrator of the Rural Electrification Administration (REA) after 
his affiliations with the communist apparatus had been placed in the 
record. [20] 

Aubrey V/ILLIAMS ^'as president of the Southern Conference Education 
Fund until 1963, at which time he became national chairman of the Com- 
mittee to Abolish the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 121] 
This committee has been cited as a communist front. 



Can there be any doubt as to what was taught at the Commonwealth 
College where the hammer and sickle flaa was displayed? Or at the 
Highlander Folk School, at which Rosa PARKS was trained? Does anyone 
believe these schools were teaching American ideas and principles? 

In March, 1957, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference was 
set up in Atlanta. Martin Luther KING was installed as president, Fred 
SHUTTLESWORTH as vice-president, and the Reverend Andrew YOUNG as pro- 
gram director. 

The Atlanta Constitution of July 24, 1963, had this to say about 

YOUNG- "The Reverend YOUNG has been headquartered rent-free in Savannah 

IN THE O: FICES OF THE INTERNATIONAL UnION OF^MiNE, MiLL. AND SmELTER 

Workers. The Subversive Activities Control Board, an agency of the 
Federal government, has found the union to be communist- infiltrated." 

Is this just another coincidence? 

In September, 1957, KIIJG was photographed at the Highlander Folk 
School. Also in attendance and photographed were Rosa PARKS/ Aubrey 
WILLIAl'iS' Myles HORTON' and Abner W. BERRY of the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party. 122] 

Now, it would seem that the Reverend KING would have gotten an ink- 
ling of the character of his associates at this school and the nature 
and purpose of the school itself. Nevertheless, on a form letter from 
school director HORTON* dated May 15, 1963, the Reverend Dr. KING is 
listed as a Sponsor of Highlander. [21] It is impossible to believe 
that someone as intelligent as KING could be so naive as to unknowingly 
continue to associate with the representatives of a conspiracy, the sole 
aim and purpose of which is the overthrow of the government of the 
United States. 

In December, 1959, KING called upon Southern Negroes to practice 
"civil disobedience" and to break openly any state or local law "nOT 
IN HARMONY WITH FEDERAL LAW". [32] 
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In 1960, Bayard RUSJIN was replaced by Hunter Pitts O'DELL as 
KljlQ's secretary and adviser. Let's delve a little into O'DELL's back- 
ground. In 1956, he refused to testify before the Senate Internal Secu- 
rity Subconunitte, taking the 5th amendment when questioned eJsout his 
communist activities. He repeated this performance in 1958. [23] In 
1962 the House Committee on Un-American Activities published a report 
entitled Structure and Organization of the Communist Party in the United 
States. On page 576, there is a list of those elected to the National 
Committee of the Comjnunist Party, USA, as known to the House Committee in 
November 1961. Arriong the names is that of Hunter Pitts O'DELL- 

The facts are that O'DELL district organizer for the Communist 

Party in New Orleans, Louisiana, in 1956, [23] was a member of the Com- 
munist Party when Martin Luther KlrlG hired him, and was elected to the 
National Committee of the Communist Party while on KING'^ payroll. 

On October 26, 1962, the St. Louis Globe Democrat printed an article 
stating that KliJG ^ communist on his payroll, so KHiG claimed to have 
fired O'DELL that time. [13] However, O'DELL then "went to work as 
administrator in the New York office of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, which you will recall is an organization of which Martin 
Luther KJiJG president. [24] Pressure from the press again allegedly 
caused KijjG to fire Q'DELL' this time on June 26, 1963. [24] In July, 
1963, a UPI reporter phoned the New York offices of SCLC and was told 
that O'DELL was still administrator. [24] 

In 19 60, ther v/as the restaurant sit-in in Atlanta, led by KING* 

In 19 61, demonstrations in Albany, Georgia, led to his arrest. When 
arrested, he declared dramatically that he would stay behind bars until 
the city desegregated public facilities. Two days later he was out on 
bail. [25] 

In St. Augustine, Florida, after getting Negroes fired up for mas- 
sive demonstrations, KKJG went to jail amid great fanfare. But, two days 
later he was bailed out again, so he could receive an honorary degree at 



Governor PEABODY remained in the St. Augustine jail because of her refusal 
to obey a court order forbidding demonstrations after dark, V7hite seg- 
regationists Hoss KiEHUCi/ J-B. STOMER' and Connie LYNCH were in St. 
Augustine whipping up nobs of whites into a murderous fury. KING ^=^3 
safely at Yale. 

KING'S American Committee for Africa sponsored and financed the 
American tour of communist terrorist Holden ROBERTO' leader of the war of 

still continues. A thousand Whited were murdered and dismembered and also 
about 8,000 Africans. [34] 

In October, 1962, KING met with communist Ahmed BEN BELLA of Algeria 
in a hotel in Harlem. [26] From the United States, BEN BELLA traveled 
to Cuba for conferences with Fidel CASTRO* 
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In 1963 r there were the explosive protests in Birmingham. [25] A 
bonib in a church, resulting in the deaths of four Negro girls, was attri- 
buted to white segregationists and the Ku Klux Klan. Possible. Equally 
possible is that it could have been the handiwork of agents provocateur. 
Remember Carl BRADEIi? He was indicted, tried, and convicted of conspir- 
ing with Negroes to bomb another Negro's house and place the blame on 
white segregationists. [40] 

On October 5, 1963, state and local police raided the offices of 
the Southern Converence Educational Fund in New Orleans. Quantities of 
corrmunist literature were seized. Also seized were a check from James A. 
DOi'iBROWSKI made out to, and endorsed by, Martin Luther KING' letters from 
KING to flOMBROWSKI and the BRADENS. and a photograph of KiNGr D0M3R0V/SKI , 
and the BRADENS- The photograph had been taken at an annual meeting of 
KING'S Southern Christian Leadership Conference. [27] 

KING was directly responsible for a Supreme Court ruling in 1964 in 
the case of New York Tim.es vs ' T\/ArJ, The case revolved around a full- 
page ad placed in the Times by'^KIfJ^* and other civil rights leaders. Many 
statements in the ad--charging that Negroes in Montgomery were being a- 
bused — proved false. SULLIVAij# a Montgomery city official, was subse- 
quently awarded a $500,000 libel judgment. The Supreme Court reversed 
the judgment, ruling that criticism of official conduct cannot be termed 
libelous without showing actual malice, which is knowledge that the state- 
ment was false or reckless disregard for whether or not it was false. [28] 

In 1964, there was the march from Selma to Montaomerv. Who were the 
participants? An entry by Representative William DICKINSDN in the Con- 
gressional Record for March 30, 1965, will enlighten us. 

Mr. DICKINSON says there were four distinct groups participating in 

SECURE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES WHICH HE FELT HAD BEEN VHTHDRAWN FROM HIM 
ILLEGALLY • A second group were the do-gooders from out-of-state, mo- 
tivated by compassion for their fellow human beings. He describes the 
third group as "hUMNA FLOTSAM: ADVENTURERS/ BEATNIKS, PROSTITUTES/ AND 
SIMILAR RABBLE"- 

And what of the fourth group; the ones who welded the others to- 
gether and gave them cohesiveness? \iho were they? In the words of 
Conaressman niri^KJ.^n;J: "tuc TriMMiiuicT Padtv". 

J— Air&\i#i>*iiwi*- liiw ir-tixil 

Look at the speakers on the platform in front of the State Capitol 
in Montgomery or participating prominently in the march or demonstrations: 

Carl BRADEflf a well-known communist who was once convicted for con- 
spiring to bomb a Negro's house. 

Abner BERRY/ cf the directors of the Communist Party, was in 

and out of the Selma-Montgomery area. 

James PECK* ^ Federal criminal record, and who once tried to 

prevent the launching of our first nuclear submarine. 
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Bayard RUSTIN* who by his own admission in the Saturday Evening Post 
was a Communist Party organizer for 12 years. 

Martin Luther KING* himself, who has amassed the staggering total of 
over 60 communist- front affiliations since 1955. [41] 

On page 6114 of the Congressional Record for March 30, 1965, there 
is inserted an affidavit, sworn to under oath, by Karl PRUSSION* a former 
counter-spy for the FBI. In the words of Mr. PRuSSION: I HEREBY ALSO 
STATE THAT MaRTIN LuTHER KING HAS EITHER BEEN A MEMBER 0F# OR WITTINGLY 
HAS ACCEPTED SUPPORT FROM/ OVER 60 COMMUNIST FRONTS/ INDIVIDUALS/ AND/OR 
ORGANIZATIONS/ WHICH GIVE AID TO OR ESPOUSE COMMUNIST CAUSES • 

In the New York World-Telegram for July 23, 1964, there is an article 
on page 2 in which KING says he is sick and tired of people saying the civil 
rights movement has been infiltrated by communists and communist sympathiz- 
ers. He said there were as many communists in the freedom movement as 
there are Eskimos in Florida. 

In November, 1964, J. Edgar HOOVER/ Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, said KING was "THE MOST NOTORIOUS LIAR IN THE UNITED 
STATES." [29] 

KING gsive both critics and admirers cause for serious concern in 
1965 when he began to talk about foreign policy. In September of that 
year, he called upon Arthur GOLDBERG* chief U.S. delegate to the United 
Nations, and urged the United States to press for a seat in the UN for 
Communist China. He also asked for a halt in American air strikes on 
North Vietnam and recommended negotiations with the Vietcong. [25] Has 
anyone ever heard of the Reverend KING calling on North Vietnam to halt 
its murder and terrorism in the South? 




In 1965, an organization known as the Citizens Crusade Against Pover- 
ty was founded. Respected Negro writer George S. SCHUYLER this to say 
about that organization: "It S OFFICERS INCLUDE THE SOVI ET-TRAI NED WALTER 

REUTHER. Martin Luther KING. Black Power promoter James FARMER, radical 
SOCIALIST Michael HARRINGTON, ADL's Dore SCHARY, the Vietnik Dr. Benjamin 

SPOCK/ AND a team of other such revolutionaries crimson ENOUGH TO DYE THE 

Pacific Ocean a brilliant red. t30] 



Gus HALLt Secretary of the Communist Party, USA, had this comment: 

"We are at a new stage in the struggle, because this is the crossroads 

V/HERE the civil rights struggle meets the class struggle . [311 

In an interview on Meet The Press on March 28, 1965, KING said, "I 

DO think that there are two types of laws. One is a just law, and one is 

AN unjust law. I think WE ALL HAVE MORAL OBLIGATIONS TO DISOBEY UNJUST 
laws"* [32] And who is to decide which laws are just and which are un- 
just? 

The riots in Chicago, which began on July 12, 1966, broke out just 
two day after KING held a mass civil rights rally in Chicago's Soldiers 
Field. The Chicago Tribune reported that prior to the riots KING had 
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shown films detailing the violence of Watts. Asked by the Tribune about 
this, KING replied that the films showing the Watts riot were to demon- 
strate the negative effects of riots. (Negative effects such as rioters 
carrying off color TV sets?) During the Chicago rioting, KING reportedly 
sped from one trouble spot to another, but reporters noted that he seldom 
got out of the car. [32] 

The Allen-Scott Report of July 1966 states that KING and company were 
contacting and enlisting Chicago street gangs and "BRINGING THEM INTO THE 
CIVIL RIGHT MOVEMENT TO FIGHT THE 'POWER STRUCTURE'^- 

In a statement delivered April 4, 1967, KING called on Negroes and 
Whites to register tJieir opposition to the Vietnam War by becoming con- 
scientious objectors to military service. [28} 

On April 4, 1967, the Reverend Martin Luther KING rose to the speak- 
er's platform in New York City's Riverside Church and delivered what was 
later described by a presidential aide as a "a SPEECH ON VIETNAM THAT GOES 
RIGHT DOWN THE COMMIE LINE"- In this speech, KING lashed out at the 
United States, calling our nation "tHE GREATEST PURVEYOR OF VIOLENCE IN 
THE WORLD TODAY • He charged the nation with "cRUEL MANIPULATION OF THE 
poor"* and as if written by the Daily Worker, said that U.S. troops "MAY 
HAVE KILLED A MILLION SoUTH VIETNAMESE CI VI LI ANS— MOSTLY CHILDREN"- To 
this he added "wE TEST OUR LATEST WEAPONS ON THEM, JUST AS THE GERMANS 

tested out new medicines and new tortures in the concentration camps of 
Europe." [32] 

On April 13, 1967, Michael LASKIr Chairman of the Communist Party, 
USA, (Marxist-Leninist), told a press conference in New York: "KING 
KNOWS what's GOING ON. He IS ALLOWING HIMSELF TO BE UTILIZED BY THE COM- 
MUNIST Party. ...KING willingly enters into an alliance with the Communist 
Party,,.. Mr. KING receives financial support from organizations and in- 
dividuals THAT ARE TIED TO THE COMMUNIST PaRTY. He KNOWS WHAT IS HAPPEN- 
ING* AND SO DOES JaMES BEVEL." 133] 

James BEVEL i^st happened to be KING's top aide in the Southern Christ 
ian Leadership Conference. In July, 1967, BEVEL met with North Vietnamese 
and Vietcong officials in Stockholm, Sweden. [3 5] 

BEVEL'S wife, Diane, visited Hanoi in December 1966 and conferred 
with women in Ho Chi Minh's government. [35] 

One of the strongest statements from a fellow- clergyman came in April, 
1967, from the Reverend Henry MITCHELL* As reported by the Chicago Tri- 
bune: The leader of a group of West Side Negro ministers declared that 
the Reverend Martin Luther KING should "gET THE HELL OUT OF HERE"- His 
civil rights inarching last summer "BROUGHT HATE"* 

The Chicago Tribune of June 30, 1967, reported: The Chicago chapter 
of the NAACP, lonq critical of the civil rights tactics of KIN6» had form- 
ally split with KING'S group. 
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From August 29, to September 4, 1967, the National Conference for 
New Politics held a convention in Chicago. Every subversive organization 
was represented. A partial list of organizations which participated in- 
clude: 

Clergy and Laymen Concerned About Vietnam 
Draft Resistance Union 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference 

Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 

W.E.B.Du Bois Clubs 

Revolutionary Action Movement 

Socialist Workers Party 

Progressive Labor Party 

CoRtmunist Party USA 

The keynote speaker was Martin Luther KING- Part of his speech 

follows: "These are revolutionary times, All over the globe hen are 
revolting against old systems of exploitation and oppression. out of 
the wombs of a frail world. new systems of justice and equality are 
being born. we in the west must support these revolutions ... .a morbid 
fear of communism has made americans the arch anti -revoluti onari es . 
This has driven amny to feel that only Marxism has the revolutionary 
SPIRIT. Communism is a judgment of our failure. 

We have deluded ourselves into believing the myth that CAPITALISM 

grew and prospered out of the Protestant ethic of hard work and sacri- 
fices. The fact is that capitalism was built on the exploitation of 
black slaves and continues to thrive on the exploitation of the poor — 
both black and white. 

The way to end poverty is to end the exploitation of the poor and 

ensure them a fair share of THE GOVERNMENT S SERVICES AND THE NATION S 
NATURAL RESOURCES. WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT THE PROBLEMS OF NEITHER RACIAL 
NOR ECONOMIC INJUSTICE CAN BE SOLVED WITHOUT A RADICAL REDISTRIBUTION OF 
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC POWER." [36] 

Lenin, himself/ couldn't improve on that speech. 

On September 21, 1967, KING was made an honorary lifetime member 
of ILWU Local 10 in San Fransicso. [37] The ILWU, of course, is the 
labor union which was expelled from the CIO when it was found that the 
ILWU was communist-dominated. The leader of the ILWU, Harry BRIDGES* is 
an identified communist, and was ordered deported from the United States 
because of his communist activities. The deportation order was over- 
ruled by the Supreme Court at the urging of Mrs. Franklin Delano ROOSE- 
VELT- [38J 

In November, 1967, KING was guest speaker at the National Labor 
Leadership Assembly for Peace in Chicago. In his speech, KING denounced 
the JOHNSON administration. [39] 

If communist press reports have been accurate, the "left wing" of 
labor dominated the convention. The Worker of November 19, 1967, says 
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"this was the most significaht anti-war gathering of labor leaders ever 

HELD IN THIS COUNTRY . ThE CONFERENCE RADIATED AV/ARENESS THAT HERE VJAS 
THE FORCE CAPABLE OP MOBILIZING THE DECISIVE FACTOR OF THE PEQPLF, THE 
WORKING CLASS. AGAINST THE VIETNAM WaR - Communist Harry BRIDGES got a 
standing ovation when he addressed the closing session. 

If you will recall, the communists in the United States were a- 
gainst our willingness to enter VAVll when STALIN HITLER were allied 

and carving up Eastern Europe. U.S. communists, none more vociferous 
than Harry BRIDGES/ waved signs and placards saying "ThE YaNKS AREN't 
coming"* When HITLER turned against STALIN* the communists in the U.S. 
overnight became the most patriotic of Americans. Working hours were 
extended in order to get supplies and war materials to Russia as speedily 
as possible. If North Vietnam were to suddenly renounce communism, how 
many of the so-called Peace Leaders in this country would continue to 
clainor for peace? 

On March 5, 1968, the Honolulu Star Bulletin carried an article in 



which KIiNG stated that "flAME THROWERS IN VIETNAM ARE FANNING THE FLAMES 
IN THE CITIES OF THE UNITED StATES. 



Kli^G* when planning a demonstration in Washington in April 1968, 
threatened to turn the nation's Capital into a shanty town unless his 
demands were met. KlrlG's plans for disrupting Washington and several 
other major cities were far more explosive than the details revealed in 
his public statements. In addition to recruiting thousands of the poor 
for his drive in Washington, he was organizing and training black mili- 
tants involved in 19 67 's riots for major roles in his massive campaign of 
civil disobedience. 

KIIIG reavealed this and other details in a series of private confer- 
ences with Stokely CARHICHAEL' the pro/CASTRO~pro/Vietcong revolutionary, 
and other black militants. According to a government security agency's 
report, Klf'IG ^^id CARrllCHAEL exchanged pledges of mutual support and co- 
operation in carrying out each other's plans. CARHICHAEL KING'S back- 



CARIiICHAtL gave his support for Kli'lG's massive program of "ciVIL DISOBEDI- 
ENCE" • CARMICHAEL also agreed to encourage his Black Powers supporters 
to work with KING to set up a nationwide coalition of poor, peace, student, 
and Black Power groups. 

At one point in their meeting, CARMICHAEL said that the time had come 
to begin disrupting American cities to "jQ HELP OUR ViETCONG COMRADES-IN- 
ARMS"* KING t while stressing that he was vigorously opposed to U.S. in- 
volvement in Vietnam./ argued that if such an objective were announced for 
his campaign, it would backfire. KING seems to have taken no offense to 
CARHICHAEL's reference to "quR ViETCONG COMRADES" IN-ARMS". 

To show CARI'lICHAEL his strategy, KING gave him a copy of his plans, 
including one to set up black militant organizations in five major cities. 
Prepared by the staff of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, the 
plan stated: 
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(a) Selection of five cities in which their staff would train 
100 neighbor hood leaders. The suggested cities were Chicago, Cleveland, 
St. Louis, Houston, and Atlanta. 

(b) Contacts would be made with the residents of the poor com- 
munity. Young men who were actively involved in 1967 's riots would be 
sought out and trained as leaders. These leaders would be brought to a 
residential training center near the urban areas, but well outside city 
limits, to receive the basic training. 

KING also told CARilICKAEL. "To dislocate the functioning of a city 

WITHOUT DESTROYING IT CAN BE LONGER-LASTING/ MORE COSTLY TO THE SOCIETY. 

It IS r.oRE difficult for government to quell it by superior FORCE. The 

DISRUPTION OF THE CITIES YOU WANT WILL COME MUCH EASIER". During their 
|3rivate talks, KII»6 neither asked for nor received a pledge from CAR_ 
I'lICHAEL that the black militants being organized in VJashington would re- 
frain from violence. In his conversations with other black militants, 
KIiJG reported that ousted Congressman Adam Clayton pOwELl^ would play a 
major role in the coming Washington demonstrations. KTnu stated, 
ARE GOING TO r.AKE HIS OUSTING FROM CONGRESS ONE OF THE MAJOR CIVIL RIGHTS 
BATTLES OF 1958." POVIELL stated, '?.Y RETURN TO WASHINGTON IN APRIL WILL 
HELP ROCK THE ENTIRE COUNTRY". [42] 

Take a close look at this again: Stokely CARI^^ilCHAEL just re- 
turned to the United States after conferring with Fidel CASTRO- North 
Vietnamese officials, and communists in many countries in Europe, Asia, 
and Africa. 

James BEVEL' staff of the SCLC, which was drawing up the 

battle plans for the April demonstrations, conferred with North Viet- 
namese and Vietcong officials in Stockholm in July, 1967. 

Adam Clayton PQllELL in California where he attempted to organ- 
ize college students. 

*PVs « i.ta e i-r 11-1 T.J *-\»-V -Pz-ki* a i-^ttz-nI ii'f-ir^T-i T;nr1ip>c: 3rir? rtfAnf- 1 fanifan . TH(* 

only ones who could possibly have benefited from such a coalition v;ere 
the enemies of the United States. 

The record of Martin Luther KI!I6 strongly indicates he at the least 
was grossly irresponsible in learning the backgrounds of his associates 
and associations, or that he chose to use them for his own ends. In any 
event, the record of KING'S activities shows that he had a very vital 
lesson to learn. The only other conclusion that a reasonable person can 
com.e to is that Martin Luther KKJG covertly and consciously attempted to 
promote the cause of the Communist Party. 



(Ladies and Gentlemen: You've just heard the Martin Luther King v 
Story. The question remains, is the Reverend Martin Luther King truly 
deserving of such reverence by this great nation? We leave it to you. 
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the listening audience — and to you the American people — to decide 
A national holiday as a monument? or, a demanded disclusure of FBI in 
formation presently deemed "too sensitive for our national security?" 
Think it over... think it over...) 



20 July 1969 
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aSUBJHCT: 
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A T^T T/^Trr\ A/^r^TTOO TV^ -CTDT -CTT TT'O 

JrtaADIO STATION KTRG^ 
^ ^HONOLULU, HAWAII .1 



SYNOPSIS: 

In prior letter,) 
radio station had been broadcasting mai 



Gondy . 



onoiuiUj Hawaii, had allegeg^aptioned 
rial concerning Mafti" T.u<;^er King and 



1 



UKc^I ^^^^^ documented by "secret files of the FBI."fl|^^was assured KTRG 

regarding this matter. > ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ y-> 




^1 

. 1 

■ ---^ 



interviewed and dei 
Station had claimed program conSEieTTnlormSlion based on FBI files, 
furnished transcript and documentation listing sources of information. Documen- ~ 
tation contained no references to FBI. 

Transcript reviewed and found to deal with career of King. It is 
hierhlv critical and comments on backsrroimd of several individuals associated with 

1^ «r \^ - ■ ■ 

King. It concluded that King, at the least, should have learned about the back- 
grounds of his associates. It suggested that only other conclusion would be that 
King consciously tried to promote communism. 

At one point transcript stated, ''FBI reports state that (Bayard) 
Rustin joined the Young Commimist League in 1936. ..." The documentation clearly 
showed this information taken from the Allen-Scott Report of 8-16-63. At another 
point, there is a reference to Karl Prussion, described as a "former counter -spy 
for me FBI. There is a reference to the Director characterizing King as the most 
notorious liar in the United States. 

In the conclusion of the transcript, the announcer said, "A national 
holiday as a monument (to Martin Luther King); or a demanded disclusure of FBI 
information presently deemed 'too sensitive for our national security?*". Dickinsoj 
stated that the latter reference regarding information "too sensitive for national 
security" was taken from a recent statement made by a Federal Judge in Houston, 
Texas, during the Cassius Clay S^^tive Service trial, when contacts between Clay 
and King were injected into th^vicM proceedings. Hie foregoing are the only 
references to the FBI. / . . * v i ^ ^ / / . 

i - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure"' - i - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure 

1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure IBAUG ^' ' Enclosure 




M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo 
ALLECiED ACCESS TO FBI FILES 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Hiat no further action be taken in this matter. 

DETAILS - OVER 




-la - 




* M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo 
ALLEGED ACCESS TO FBI FILES 



DETAILS: 




By letter dated 7-20-69, ^^B^^gH^^^^HHHonoIulu, 

Hawaii, alleged captioned radio station had been brSScasun^merial concerning 

Martin Luther King and claiming it was documented by the "secret files of the FBI. " 
unwanted to know if K TRG h ad access to FBI files. In a letter over the Director'i 
^ngnkture dated 7-29-69, flWwas assured that KTRG was not getting information 

from the FBI. The Honolu^T>£flce was instructed to contact KTRG regarding 

Ihis matter. 




On 8-4-69 ^■^■^■■■■IHH^V^'^KGf aavisea tnat 
on 7-20-69 his Station presentecHuapedcommentary, "The Martin Luther King 
Story. " Althou^ the tape had beenpre^red for release in 1968, it had been 
withheld because of King^s death. |BHH|||Vsaid that in view of recent efforts 
to establish a national holiday honoring King, the Station had decided to present 
this commentary exposing King. 

Emphatically denied that the Station had alleged in any 
way mat mater m^wnus program was based upon access to FBI files. He made 
available a transcript of the program, together with an attached documentation 
of the information used. He said it was announced at the end of the program that 
copies were available for $.25. The documentation itself makes no references 
to FBI files. 



This transcript deals at some length with the career of King, 
beginning with the bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1955. It is highly 
cnuciu uiruUgiiuut mm cuiiiuieiiio uii uie u<iuAgx'uuiiu ui bcvcku uiuiviuucus 

associated with King who were alleged to have either communist sympathies 
or criminal records. It touches on such matters as King's recommendation 
that Red China be furnished a seat in the United Nations and attempts to show a 

King, at the least, '*was grossly Irresponsible In learning the backgrounds of his 
associates. ..." It suggested that the only other conclusion which could be drawn 
was that King "consciously attempted to promote the cause of" communism. 

References to FBI 



On Page 2 of this transcript it is stated, "FBI reports state that 



documentation clearly indie ate s'that this information was based on the Allen-Scott 



Report of August 16^ 1963. 
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On Page 7, there is a reference to an affidavit in the 
Congressional Record of Karl Pnission, **a former counter-spy for the 
FBL *' Also on Page 1, the Director is quoted as characterizing King 
as the most notorious liar in the United States. 

On Page 12, the announcer states the audience must decide, 
"A national holiday as a monument (to Martin Luther King); or a demanded 
disclusure of FBI information presently deemed 'too sensitive for our national 
security?***. Dickinson stated that the latter reference regarding information 
*too sensitive for national security" was taken from a recent statement made 
by a Federal Judge in Houston, Texas, during the Casslus Clay Selective 
Service trial, when contacts between Clay and King were injected into the 
trial proceedings. 

There are no further references to the FBI in this transcript. 

OBSKRVATIONS: 

It is noted that at no time was mention made t hat any material 
in this prog ram was ba sed on secret FBI files as alleged by From the 

interview of fl^HHVand review of the attached transcript, i^^ears that 
misund^^^fflRRiat was actually broadcast. 
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AogostlS, 1969 






ToIma _ 
D«Loach 

Mohr 

Bishop — 
Ca*p«r — 
Caitohan 
Conrad — 

Fell 

Sai« 



Id rtply to the Inquiry In your letter of August llth^ Infor- 
mation concerning the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Lather 
King, whether substantiated or not^ cannot be released because of a 
Department of Jtatlce order relative to all matters of a confidential ^ 
nature. I am sorry I cannot be of help In this Instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. EdgaFHoovef 

NOTE: Based upon available Information^ correspondent cannot be identified 
in Bufiles. 
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AUG 15 1969 




Ros*n _______ % 

Holies -V-Cr y 



HAIL ROOM 



TELETYPE UNIT 



□ 
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11 Aus.69 




Ur JtBigkr Boorar 

Oiitad 3t«itaa Dapt. of Justlo*. ., , ,.,r- •r^• « inrvn rvr>' '"Al^'Cn 

ira.hin8ton,o.o. AIL l-.lFuRiViATiOr! CO, . i W.* a) 

Ksr Ur Hoover; 

I am writing to settle a a&tter that has ^een causing ne oonsidaraUe 
oonoerB« I have >e«D hearing repeatedly tha t Marti n Luther King ms Veyoad dou^t 
affiliated or assooiatad with the works of the Connuniflts party la these Dhltad 
States, I would 113te to know the truth and I know of no agency of goTornnent in 
better position to give ae the facts^ If pemissa^le. 



If pexnissa>l Of please forward requested information and thank you so 
iftioh for your eooperatioa* 
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^'NITZD STATES GOVERNMENT wj^ll! 



TO 



Alemorandum 

Mr. Bishopf: ) °*te: 6-24-69 



Canrsd _ 

Ftlt 

Col* 

Rascc — 

Sbli.vor. . 



\^ I - Tov#l 



« • ' Teic. Roots 

FROM : M.-A. StT- 



.srBjF.cr: TAPE RECORDINGS FURNISHED 




, ^ , ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



WEST HEMPSTEAD, NEW YORK DATFSL •/ 3^ RY g/i/j Ar> /iX 

Captioned individual has forwarded to the Director without cover - 
letter two tape recordings which have been reviewed in the Crime Research Section. 

One of these recordings is an excerpt from the President's news 
conference on 6-19-69 in which a reporter asked if the Director enjoyed the 
President's complete confidence and if any discussions had been had regarding 
*his tenure. " The President replied that the Director did enjoy his complete 
corJldence and there had been no discussions whatever regarding his tenure. The i 
President said he also wanted to comment on the "controversy" on electronic ] 
surveillances which existed at the present time. He said he had checked personally] 
and found that these surveillances had always been approved by the Attorney Cfjj! 
General and this was in line with the testimony which the Director had given on 
past occasions. ' 

The second tape recording was an excerpt from a Columbia ^ 
Broadcasting System news report in which former Attorney General Ramsey Clark 
was interviewed. It was on this occasion that Clark ma,<^ his statement that he ^ 
had denied the FBI authority to wire-tap Martin Luther King a nd also stated that 
he felt the time had come when Mr. Hoover shouid retire. A transcript of this 
interview has been prepared and is attached herewith. U i(cj 

BufUes contain no derogatory information regard ing^H|[f who has 

seit in several similar tape recordings in the past and has been furnished brief 
acknowledgements. \ (Q <^,^i^ O_lc(s / 0 ' ^ 

RSCQMxMSNDATION: 1^ jjyjj )ge§ ^ 

That the attac hed letter of appreciation oVggrth c- Dii eet e j p ^^i * 
signature be sent tc^BH^ 19 7(C) / 

Enclosures (2) 4:ii^^^!^-5j^<^/y7 ^ \/ i 

1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosures ^^7'^ 1 - Miss Gandy - Enclosures j 
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INTERVIEW OF FORMER 
ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK 
ON COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM (CBS) 
NEWS REPORT 



ANNOUNCER: The two immediate successors to Robert Kennedy as Attorney 

General today defended the late senator in the wire tapping of 
the late Martin Luther King. Nicholas Katzenbach and Ramsey 
Clark disputed FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover's reported 
version of how the wire tapping began, John Hart questioned 
Clark. 

HART: Mr. Clark, do you think that Robert Kennedy authorized this? 

CLARK: There's two questions really: did he authorize it and did he 

initiate it. The implication that he initiated it to me is both 
terribly unfair and deceptive. It's unfair because both Bob 
Kennedy and Dr. King, who by Implication is being put forth 
as perhaps a security risk, or at least is in contact with 
security risks, are both dead— both murdered in the service 
of humanity and unable to defend themselves. It's also 
deceptive because the implication that there was any reluctance 
by Mr. Hoover or the FBI to wire tap Dr. King is wrong. He 
repeatedly requested my au-hority to wire ^ap him while I was 
Attorney General and I repeatedly denied the authority. 



) 



HART: 



CLARK: 



HART: 
CLARK: 



HART: 



CLARK: 



This raises again the whole question, don't you think, of 
the raw f Ues of the FBI, what is in there, and the control 
over them, and also the control of Mr. Hoover? Does 
anybody control him, and what do you think should be done 
about those files? 

WeH, in a slightly different context, it certainly does raise 
the question of the FBI fUes, The FBI, to take parts of 
files, to select parts of files, to make a point that it's 
interested in, is wrong, absolutely wrong, and impermissible. 
It ought to reveal the whole truth or it ought to remain sUent. 
In a case like this, it perhaps should remain silent. 
You're speaking about them publishing the entire memoranda? 
''^U, perhaps more than a memoranda. There, you know, are 
many questions that have been raised in the public's mind 
that are not answered by the statements that have been made. 
The only statements that have been made really are defensive 
of the FBI and npt divulging of the truth. 
There are some people who are calling for Mr. Hoover's 
resignation. Is that required, do yoa think? 
It's. . .1 think Mr. Hoover has participated in the building of 
what has been a very great investigative agency. I think perhaps 
the time has come when he should retire both in the interest 
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of his ovm career, which has been distin^ished, and 
in the interest of the FBI, which has been a ^Teat 
investigative agency. 
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Pursuant to your instructions, information is set 

Korui Deiow regarai.iig iiuux'iiiavxvii jiui.uj.auoA \aj i.vi.ui«<, al^uwuv/ 
General Ramsey Clark regarding the comnunist affiliations of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Aue ttucvuutsnka uivwxv«su w«5f<s eiibi. , "v^uiuunuixak 

Influence in Racial Matters - A Current Analysis,** and 
"Martin Luther King, Jr. - A Current Analysis.** These 
documents vere furnished to Clark by cover letters dated 

Apnx , flUlu narwi x^, x7oo, r«sapevuxvex/« wupxea 

of the documents and the cover letters are attached. 
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The racial unrest in the United States is currently 
the target for a determined concentration of communist effort. 
Communists are using every means possible to divert the course 
and force of the unrest into support of communist objectives • 
Long-range communist strategy looks to the establishment of a 
Negro-labor coalition which the communists hope to be able to 
manipulate as a powerful political-action weapon. Using this 
weapon, they aim to provoke class struggle and promote legislatioi 
which can serve as a step toward a communist system of government. 

At first glance, the communist goal may seem unreal- 
istic. But it develops realistic potential when all aspects of 
current communist tactics being used in connection with the 
current racial situation are viewed in their totality. Moreover, 
it constitutes a national security problem in light of the fact 
that the individual playing a most dominant role as a leading 
spokesman for the estimated 22 million Negroes in this country 
has knowingly, willingly, and regularly cooperated with and taken 
guidance from communists. This individual — ^T.lartin Lnther King — 
has used the communists and, in turn, has been used by them in 
an alliance that could have serious consequences both for the 
Negro movement and this Nation. 

Hand in Hand 




In King's ris 
ship of the bus boycott 
1956, he has been close 
not only a willingness 
aid, to support communi 
prominent communist lea 
upon the advice and gui 
concealed affiliations, 
identified reliably to 



e to. national prominence since his leader- 

by Negroes in Montgomery, Alabama, in 
ly allied with communists. He has shown 
but even an eagerness to accept communist 
st causes, to associate and confer with 
ders, and to work closely with and rely 
dance of dedicated communists with 

despite the fact that they have been 
hiLi as such. ^Sf^ 



Since 1956, comn\untsts close to King have blended their 
actions skillfully into his organization, the Southern Christian 
Leadership^onf erence (SCLC), and have done so clearly with his 
approval. 





A Dedicated Conimunist 



One of the individuals, for example, who has greatly 
facilitated King's rise to prominence is Stanley David Levison, 
Ostensibly only a New York City attorney and successful business- 
man who has been helping King, he also 15 S{ shrewd, dedicated 
communist and is known as such by King. 







Alliance with King 

Levison gravitated to Martin Luther King's organization 
in 1956 and applied equal dedication in support of King's 
activities. He ouickly developed a close personal relationship 
with King. By 1958, he was referred to as King's ''Assistant 
Chief" and was described as a real-estate man who spent half his 
time J>f^lping King. In 1961, he was Assistant Treasurer of the 
SCLC 



In his support of King's activities since 1956, Levison 
has expended prodigious efforts in King's behalf. He has actively 
involved himself in fund-raising drives for King, served as his 
legal counsel in certain matters, suggested speech material for 
him, discuGsed with King demonstrations in which King was 
involved, guided him in regard to acceptance or rejection of 
various public appearances and speaking commitments, and helped 
him with matters related to articles and books King has prepared. 
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"The Time Is Now" 




Levison's importance to King as an advisor was 
demonstrated in the evolvement of plans that led to the March 
on Washington in August, 1963. Originally Negro leaders, 
principally A. Philip Randolph, President of the Brotherhood 
of Sleeping Car Porters and head of the Negro American Labor 
Council, had proposed a march on the Nation's Capital sometime 
in the Fall of 1963. Subsequently, after consulting with 
Levison, who agreed that "the time is now," Martin Luther King 

Negro leaders in backing King's proposal for an earlier march— 
a move that put King squarely in the forefront of the events as 
they developed. 

Financial Support 

Part of King's great dependence on Stanley Levison is 
attributable to the money Levison has furnished him. James R. 

Wood, who worked for the SOLO as Public Relations Director from 
1960 until he resigned in 1962, has advised that during that 
period Levison acted primarily as King*s business manager and 
donated large sums of money to him when funds were low. He said 
Levison was very close to King, had his confidence completely, 
and was one of the few people who could get King alone, give him 
advice, and always have it accepted. 

King - Levison Contacts Guarded 

Although King has attempted to maintain covert his 
association with Levison and keep to a bare minimum personal 
meetings between the two, such meetings have been observed. On 
November 20, 1963, King met personally with Levison at the 
International Hotel, Kennedy. International Airport, New York City. 
The site was a room registered in the name, of one of King's 
assistants. King and Levison again personally met in New York Cit 
on January 8 and February 7, 1964, During the period March 9-10, 
1964, Levison spent considerable time in the Atlanta, Georgia, 
offices of the SCLC. King was occupied in these offices during 
the same period. The evening of March 9, 1964, witnessed Levison 
dinins at the King residence. One of the purposes of these 
March, 1964, visits with King was a discussion as to whether 

^ Since April, 1964, Levison's contacts with King have 
been handled through an intermediary, Clarence Jones, who is also 
a frequent advisor to King. Jones is General Counsel for the 
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Gandhi Society for Huirian Rights, a f untJ-raising adjunct of the 
SCLC« During the mid-l9i>u's, Jones held a position oi leader- 
ship in the Labor Youth League, an organization which has been 
designated as subversive pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
Levison met with Jones on several occasions in the Spring and 
Summer of 1964 » Jones in discussing Levison with King, usually 
refers to Levison as "our friend." On September 29, 1964, 
Jones again met with Levison at the latter 's office* The 
subject was business relating to the SCLC. On October 30, 1964, 
plans were underway for a personal meeting of King and Jones 
with Levison which was to take place in Atlanta, Georgia. la 
preparation for this meeting, Jones told King to think about 
what role Levison could play in the future, adding that Levison 
had been helpful in the past. On November 24, 1964, King 
contacted Jones and asked that Jones and Levison, among others, 
submit five-minute speeches which King could use in accepting 
the Nobel Peace Prize, King would select the best material 
from these speeches • f^rl 

Hunter Pitts O'Dell 




There are two important points that should be noted i] 
connection with 0*Dell's gravitation to King's movement. Early 
in 1960, it was learned that efforts were being made by the 
Party to get O^Dell into a special type of activity. About the 
same time, a Party official stated that the Party was in a 
position to place people in Martin Luther King's organization, 
the SCLC, Subsequently, in 1961, O'Dell was made administrator 
of the SCLC*s New York office. In addition, two other Party 
members, Hazel Gray and Loretta Pauker, worked there under O'Dell 
at one time or another. 



Activities Blended 

The operations of the SCLC's New York office illustrate 
how communists blended their activities into support of King, A 

King tVro"ugh letters mailed out over his signature. It appears, 
for example, that the mailing list for one such solicitation was 
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that used by the publishers of the "National Guardian," a 
weekly publication which has been cited as "a virtual official 
propaganda arm of Soviet Russia*" 




Twofold Purpose 




0*Dell*5 Exposure 

An opportunity for the communists to put O'Dell 
directly on the scene permanently in regard to the voter 
registration drive arose in June, 1962, when King r.entioned to 
Levison that he was thinking of adding an administrative 




assistant to his staff* Lexison recommended O'Dell, who was 
still serving as head of the SCLC's New York office, and King 
said he liked the idea. It is clear that, at the tiir^^ King 
was well aware of O'Dell *s communist affiliations. 





Subsequent to Levison's proposr\l, O'Dell went to 
Atlanta to work for the SCLC and used the name J. H. O'Dell. 
But in October, 1962, several newspaper articles exposed h^s 
connection with the SCLC and his communist affiliations. 

King's Reaction 

King reacted by trying to minimize O'Dell 's role 
with the SCLC. He said most of O'Dell »s work had been in the 
North and simply involved mailing procedures. He also tried 
to imply ignorance of any communist affiliations on the part 
of O'Dell and stated that O'Dell had temporarily resigned 
pending an SCLC inquiry into the matter. 




O'Dell's "temporary resignation" consisted of his 
return to New York, where he continued to operate out of the 
SCLC's office. He remained there until July, 1963, when King 
advised hira his "temporary resignation" was being mads permanent, 
not, as King put it, because the SCLC inquiry had disclosed any 
present connections between O'Dell and the CPUSA but because of 
the emotional public response. 



Reluctant Action 



Yet it is known that, prior to his action in making 
O'Dell's resignation permanent, King not only had indicated 
he knew of O'Dell's communist affiliations but actually had 
received information on two separate occasions from unimpeach- 
able sources that O'Dell was definitely a communist. In fact, 
it can be said that King took action on O'Dell reluctantly and 
only after being urged to do so most urgently and emphatically 
by high level and again, unimpeachable authority. In addition, 
even after O'Dell's "permanent resignation" was accepted, he is 
known to have transacted business for the SCLC later the same 
month and there is evidence that King continues to rely on O'Dell 
for assistance. In February, 1964, King accepted as a "wonderful 
suggestion" a proposal by O'Dell that 0*Dell prepare a letter to 
be distributed over King's signature relating to King's appoint- 
ment as chairman of an ad hoc committee to defend a group of 
Integration leaders who were under indictment by the Justice 
Department for having perjured themselves before a Federal 



- 6 - 




i 

i 

I 

1 



Grand Jury. O'Dcll furnished Kihg with a draft of thfe 



proppssd letter v/hich v-'n.^s then prpparpn in the Spring of 
1964 for mass distribution on SCLC stationery and bore 
the purported signature of King, 




O'Dell has continued his efforts to make his 
presence felt in the civil rights movement in behalf of the 
CPUSA. The Winter 1967 issue of "Freedomways/' self- 
described as a review of the Negro freedom movement, lists 
J. H. O'Dell as Associate Managing Editor. Actually, 
"Freedomways" is a CPUSA initiated and supported publication 
espousing the communist viewpoint of Negro problems. 





Another of King's key advisors is Bayard Rustin 




Communist Affiliations Ignored 



be more concerned about Rust in 's 

;han his prior communist affiliations! 
rstin Mad publicly admitted affiliation with the communist 
movement in the late 193013. He ha d nlsn nnhlirlv f^vu m^rioA 
various communist causes 



For a number of years Rustin maintained 

contact with the Party's National Secretary, Benjamin J, Davis, 
who died on August 22, 1964. During 1963 Rustin frequently 
conferred with Davis and took the position that he did not 
care who knew it. 

Austin's Influence on Ki ng 

Rustin was extremely active on King's behalf in 
connection with King's receipt of the Nobel Peace Prize which 
was awarded him on December 10, 1964, at Oslo, Norway. He 
■arranged a number of affairs to honor King after his receipt 
of the award and made a trip to England for that purpose, 
Rustin was assisted in that endeavor by Saul Mills, who 
was a member of the CPUSA in the early 1940's. While Rustin 
holds no official office in SCLC , as late as October 13, 
1966, he attended a leadership conference of SCLC in Atlanta, 
Georgia, to determine what King's position should be on the 
"Black Power" issue. Rustin remains a part ot the inner 
circle of communist advisors to King. 

Advisory Committee Established for King 

On June 22, 1964, an advisory or research committee, 
formed with the approval of King, scheduled its first meeting. 
This Committee was formed for the purpose of writing King's 
sneeches and Ruiding his actions. Among members of the groiip 
were Lawrence Reddick, Bayard Rustin, Clarence Jones and 
Harry Wachtcl. The scene of the meeting was V.'achtel's office 
on the fifth floor at 575 Madison Avenue, New York City. 
King and Rustin were among those observed arriving at this 
initial meeting, Reddick was a former member of the CPUSA who 
as recently as J:\ni'ary 18, 1964, visited with Benjamin J, Davis, 





then' tlitv Party *s National Seci*etary, Viachtei is the 
Executive Vice President of the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights , 




King * s Attraction for Coiiimunist Advisors 



Two previous aides of King are Cordy T. Vivian, 
who served as Director of Affiliates of the SCLC, and 

Randolph Blackwell, who acted as SCLC Program Coordinator, 
Both these individuals are forwer members of the CPUS A. 

King's "Ghost Writers" 

During the latter part of 1963 and early 1964, 
King freqwontly conferred with Levison and Jones concerning 
a book which was being written by King. Both Levison and 
Jones were consulted on a number of occasions regarding the 
content of this book and actively participated in negotiations 
with the publishers regarding the book. This book, which 
was entitled "Why We Can*t Wait" was published in June, 1964. 
In the Summer of 1964, King began negotiations with 
"The Saturday Evening Post" concerning the publication of an 
article which would carry King as the author. Rustin told 
a group of associates that the article was, in fact, written 
by Jones, and King did not even read the article before 
giving the "Post" permission to go ahead with its publication. 
This article, entitled "Negroes Are Not Moving Too Fast" 
appeared in the November 7, 1964, issue of the "Post." In 
November, 1964, Wachtcl wrote an article for King entitled 
"Looking Ahead*' which v^as to be turned over to the "New York 
Herald Tribune" by Vfachtel after receiving King^s approval. 

King is currently preparing for publication and 
release in the Spring of 1967 a book to be entitled "Where Do 
We Go From Here?" This book will set out King's proposed 
course of action for the civil rights movement. Interestingly, 
Stanley David Levison has written the key chapter which will 
bear the same caption as the book title. 



Role as a Peacemaker 

On August 12, 1965, Martin Luther King, Jr., announced 
publicly that ho would appeal personally to President Ho Chi Minh 
of North Vietnam to join a conference to end the Vietnam War. Ke 
Said he would also send letters to leaders of South Vietnam, the 
Soviet Union, and the United States in this regard. 

This move on the part of King was engineered by 
Bayard Austin and Harry Wachtel, In early August they met and 
discussed how to inject King into the Vietnam issvie. It was 
decided to have King write these world leaders utilizing King's 
prestige as a winner of tlie Nobel Peace Prize, This action, they 
fe3 1, would cast an image of King as a great moral leader and 
extend his influence beyond the civil rights movement. 

Subsequently, a leading newspaper sent King 12 questions 
to answer whic^ would clarify his position on Vietnam. Upon 
receipt of these questions. King referred them to Stanley Levison 
to ansNver r fj^ 

Because of the unfavorable public reaction to Kin^i's 
announcement, a conference with his top advisors was held in 
early September, 1965, at which time it was decided that King 
would avoid the Vietnam issue. Bayard Rustin, Stanley Levison, 
Harry Wachtel, ^nd Clarence Jones were in attendance- at this 
conference. 

Admiration 



In early 1966, King was lamenting to Harry Wachtel 
about a nationally-known figure, who at one time was a heavy 
contributor to and admirer of King; but, was displeased because 
of King's stand on Vietnam. V/achtel reminded King, "W'hen we went 
into this Vietnam thing, we decided that he who controls the purse 
strings doesn't control our philosophy." 

Continued Pressure by Press 

After the resumption of bombing of North Vietnam in 
February, 1966, King conferred with Stanley Levison and Bayard 
Rustin concerning a statement for the press. King informed them 
that the press had been bothering him for a statement, but he 
dared not take any action until he discussed the matter with them. 
It was agreed that King would say ho was daeply impressed by the 
large number of Senators who called for a cessation of the boinDings. 
Levison reiterated that King should point out how much opposition 
there is to the bombings. 
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Anti-Vietnam War Resolution 

Miami was the scene of the Sou them Christian Leadership 
Conference executive board meeting in the Spring, 1966. During 
this two-day conference, the sessions ran into the early morning 
hours attempting to draft a resolution on the Vietnam War. While 
there appeared to be general agreement, Stanley Levison and Harry 
Wachtel continued to argue for a stronger resolution than was 
presented. They wanted a resolution that would condemn participatio 
by United States troops in Vietnam, The conference finally 
adopted a resolution calling on the Government to desist aiding 
the military Junta in Vietnam and to seriously consider a prompt 
withdrawal. 

"Face the Nation " 

In May, 1966, King was extended an invitation to appear 
on the Columbia Broadcasting System's program "Face the Nation," 
Prior to this appearance, King sought the advice of Stanley 
I«vi6on and Clarence Jones. King wanted their thinking on the more 
important questions he might be asked. Levison noted the 
possibility that King might be questioned on the Vietnam War. 
Jones advised King to use the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference resolution on Vietnam as his text. Levison suggested 
that King should also point out how unfair it was that Negroes 
were shouldering a heavier burden in the War and that more Negroes 
were in combat than other Americans. 

When King appeared on the program, he suggested the 
United States stop bombing North Vietnam, negotiate with the 
Viet Cong, and recognize Red China. 

Senate Hearings 

Prior to his appearance before a Senate Sub -Commit tec 
hearing on urban affairs in December, 196S, King contacted 
Levison for counsel concerning his testimony. During this 
discussion, it was agreed that King must reiterate during his 
testimony that the war in Vietnam is standing in the way of the 
implementation of any of his civil rights projects and an open 
invitation to confusion, chaos, disruptions, nnd riots. 

During his subsequent testimony before this committee 
he spoke critically of the war in Vietnam along these lines. 
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* *The Nation" Symposium 

In late February, 1967, King spoke before a symposium 
sponsored by "The Kation" magazine concerning the problems of 
redirecting "American Power." After this speech in which King 
was highly critical of the United States involvement in 
Vietnam, Levison congratulated him. Levison was pleased with 
the publicity King's speech received comnienting that King's 
appearance on a panel with four United States Senators was the 
appropriate occasion for him to express his antiwar sentiments. 

Riverside Church Speech 

111 mxi' i.y nyrjLA^f xzr^t ^ n.xii^ a^ijtr^Lcu ah x ii v j. k xv^ti 

Speak before the group, "Clergy and Laymen Concerned About 
Vietnam." This is an interdenominational committee formed to 
mobilize religious opinion against the War. 

Prior to this speech, King and Andrew Young, Executive 
Director of SouthernChristian Leadership Conference, spent 
approximately eight hours in conference with King's top 
advisors in New York, New York. Stanley Levison and Harry 

Later that same day, King spoke at the Riyerside 
Church, New York, New York, before this group, at which time 
he was highly critical of the United States involvement in 
the Vietnam War. He proposed a five-step process to extricate 
the United States from this conflict. Comments in the news 
media coverage of King's remarks pointed out that the five 
points are similar in concept to the conditions imposed by 
North Vietnam as a prerequisite to negotiations. It is 
interesting to note that King's proposals parallel the propa- 
ganda line which the Communist Party, USA, has been projecting 
regarding the war in Vietnam. 

Spring Mobilization 

At a conference in the Fall of 1966 of the Peace 
Mobilization Committee, it was tenatively decided to hold a 
massive peace demonstration on April 15, 1967, in New York City 
and San Francisco, California. Of the one hundred and seventeen 
individuals in attendance, seventy-five were wembers of the 
Socialist Workers Party or its youth group, the Young Socialist 
Alliance. The Communist Party was represented by Arnold 
Johnson and James West, both of whom are members of the Communist 
Party, USA, National Committee, 





Mobilization Committee to End the War In Vietnam. Reverend 
James Bevel, on leave from Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, was appointed Executive Director of this Committee. 

King has agreed to be the keynote speaker at 
New York City on April 15, 1967. His wife is scheduled to be 
one of the speakers at San Francisco on the same date. These 
demonstrations are to culminate in these two cities and the 
organizers claim they will have over 100,000 in attendance at 
each location. 

Communist Party, USA, Objectives 

For years, the Communist Party, USA, leadership has 
attempted to create opposition to the war in Vietnam and thereby 
influence the United States Government either to withdraw its 
troops from Vietnam or to participate in premature negotiations 

to end the War, The communists hope, of course, that either 
action would result in a communist victory in Vietnam. 

The most important tactic they have utilized to create 
opposition to the War is the instigation or support of various 
types of demok'istx*atlons in behalf of peace. 

r 

A major objective, therefore, is to merge the civil 
rights struggle with the peace issue under communist domination 
forming a massive movement which would be able to dominate 
governmental policies. 

Conclusions 

It is evident from the facts pres.ented that Martin Luther 
King constitutes a security problem to this Nation. It is equally 
evident that the Negro people, some 22 million strong, are not 
aware either of King's security liability or of his personal 
debauchery. If they were aware, it is not likely that they would 
be giving to him the support that he now has. At this time, the 
overwhelming majority of the Negro people have successfully 
resisted communism and this is to their distinct credit. Under 
King's leadership, will this condition be changed? King has been 
guided more and more toward a pr oc ommunist position and has now 
firmly adopted a position which undermines United States policy. 
Although he alleges this is a moral position arrived at because 
of his religious motivations, his background and conduct do 
not lend credence to any claim that he is guided by moral 
convictions. 
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INTRODUCTION 



Since 1956, Martin Luther King, Jr., has occupied a 
prominent role in the drive for equal rights for Negroes in the 
United States. During this critical period in our Nation's 
history, much has depended on him as the individual Negroes in 
great numbers have looked to for leadership in their drive to 
achieve equality. Much depends on him still in these times 
when racial tensions have created an atmosphere of fear and 
foreboding among many Negroes and whites alike. The course 
King chooses to follow at this critical time could have 
momentous impact on the future of race relations in the 
United States, and for that reason this paper has been prepared 
to give some insight into the nature of the man himself as 
well as the nature of his views, goals, objectives, tactics 
and the reasons therefor, 

W ashington Spring Project 

Martin Luther King, Jr. , President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), has stated publicly 
that he and 3,000 of his followers will march on Washington, D, C 
this sprinc. He has announced that he will lead a massive 
civil disobedience campaign that will disrupt the normal 
course of business and, in fact, close down the Nation's 
Capital. He originally announced this project on August 15, 
1967, in Atlanta, Georgia, on the occasion of the tenth 
anniversary of the SCLC. 

King predicted that this massive civil disobedience 
will be m.ore effective than riots. Concerning civil disobedience 
King declared, "To dislocate the function of a city without 
destroying it can be more effective than a riot, because it 
can be longer lasting, costly to society, but not wantonly 
destructive. " 



King has referred to this campaign as the "Washington 
Spring Project" and the "Poor People's March," which is 
reportedly being staged to pressure Congress into passing 
legislation favorable to the Negro. It is King's contention 
that the Government of the United States does not move until 
it is confronted dramatically. To add to the dramatic 
confrontation, King has boasted he and his entourage are 
coming to Washington to stay; that his followers will conduct 
sit-ins, camp-ins, and sleep-ins at every Government facility 
available including the lawn of the White House » He has 
bragged that he will fill up the jails of Washington and 
surrounding towns. 

Black Nationalist Terror 

One serious danger in the confrontation lies in the 
proposed action of the black nationalist groups which plan to 
attempt to seize the initiative and escalate the nonviolent 
demonstrations into violence. 

King has met with black nationalists and attempted 
to solicit their support. Stoke ly Carmichael of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), an extremist Black 
Nationalist organization, has conferred with King, Carmichael 
endorses the objectives of King and advises he will not oppose 
or interfere with the "Washington Spring Project's" plans for 
nonviolence, Hov/ever, he also states his role will be governed 
by what SNCC decides. 

King is aware of the possibility of violence because 
one of his aides proclaimed recently to the press, "Jail will 
be the safest place in Washington this spring," However, in 
spite of this potentially explosive situation. King continues 
his plans. He adroitly uses this possibility as a lever to 
attempt to pressure Congress into action by warning that the 
"Washington Spring Project" may be the last chance in this 
country for peaceful change with respect to civil rights 
needs. 
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Strong Communist Influence^ 



Another complicating factor in the picture is the 
degree of communist influence on King, One of King's 
principal advisors is Stanley David Levison. Ostensibly 
only a New York. City attorney and businessman, Levison is, 
in fact, a shrewd, dedicated communist. Levison has spent 
the major part of his life advancing communist interests 

Levison gravitated to Martin Luther King, Jr., in 
1956. He has been as dedicated in his support of King as he 
has been in advancing communist goals. He has actively 
involved himself in fund-raising drives for King, served as 
his legal counsel in certain matters, suggested speech 
material for him, discussed with King demonstrations in 
which King was involved, guided him in regard to acceptance 
or rejection of various public appearances and speaking 
commitments, and helped him with matters related to articles 
and books King has prepared . ^^]^ 

Levison edited most of the chapters of King's new 
book entitled "Where Do We Go From Here; Chaos Or Community?" 
Levison wrote one chapter of this book and the publisher's 
representative complained to King and Levison that it was 
obvious certain sections of the book were written by different 
individuals. 




Stanley Levison has told Clarence Jones, another 
advisor to King, that under no circumstances should King be 
permitted to say anything without their approving it. Levison 
also infomied Jones that King is such a slow thinker he is 
usually not prepared to make statements without help from 
someone. Levison is actively participating in the planning 
for King's "Washington Spring Proj ect. 

Explosive Situation 

The combined forces of the communist influence and 
the black nationalists advocating violence give the "Washington 
Spring Project" a potential for an extremely explosive situation. 



) 



II. FORl'iATION OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONfEKJiNCE 

Background of Founder 

Martin Luther King, Jr., was born January 15, 1929, 
at Atlanta, Georgia, His name at birth was Michael Luther 
King, Jr. In 1935, his first name was changed to Martin. 
King received an AoB„ degree in 1948 from Morehouse College, 
Atlanta, Georgia^ He then entered Crozer Theological 
Seminary, Chester, Pennsylvania, where he was one of six 
Negroes among 100 students. He won the Plafker Award as 
the most outstanding student, was President of the Senior 
Class, and received the J« Lewis Crozer Fellowship for 
graduate study at the university of his choice. King 
graduated from Crozer Theological Seminary with a Bachelor 
of Divinity degree in 1951 and did graduate work at Boston 
University, Boston, Massachusetts, where he secured a PhpD, 
degree in 1955, 

Upon graduation, he was offered the pastorate of 
two Baptist churches in the East and teaching posts in three 
colleges^ King chose the pastorate at the Dexter Avenue Baptist 
Church in Montgomery, Alabama, After becoming established in 
his church, he founded the l-lontgomery Improvement Association 
and led local Negroes in the Montgomery Bus Boycott that 
attracted national attentionp In March of 1957, he 
founded the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
with himself as President. He still holds that position 
today. He is also co-pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
Atlanta, Georgia, 

Subversives Att;racted 

Stanley Levi son was attracted to King and SCLC when 
King gained national attention* Levison soon developed a 
close relationship with King and v/as known in King's group as 
"Assistant Chief," In 1961, he was assistant treasurer of 
SCLC, 



• ~ — u^j 

Through Levison's influence, other subversives were 
attracted to SCLC, Hunter Pitts O'Dell, former National 
Committee member of the CPUSA, was employed by SCLC, In 1962, 
when King mentioned to Levi son that he was thinking of adding 
an administrative assistant to his staff, Levi son recominended 




King was forced to get rid of Hunter Pitts 0*Dell 
in October, 1962, when several newspaper articles exposed 
O'Dell's connection with SCLC and his communist af f iliations^ 

lfir»0 Qt-'ill K-i ntn^ll 4« Vkie *^ rr a *-» t «» a < i m I- 4 1 

July, 1963, when he accepted 0*Dell*s "resignation," As 
King put it, 0' Dell's release was not because of connections 
between O'Dell and the CPUSA but because of the emotional 
public responses 
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presence felt in the civil rights movement in behalf of the 
CPUSA. The Winter, 1967, issue of "Freedomways , " self- 
described as a review of the Negro freedom movement, lists 
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is a CPUSA- initiated and CPUSA- supported publication 
espousing the communist viewpoint of Negro problems, 

iTS O 1 4. D _ 1 1 u s J 

On February 23, 1968, King was the guest speaker 
at a rally of more than one thousand people at Carnegie Hall, 



».T V r** ^ 

new xocK Vrfity, 



sponsor ed by "Freedomv/ayis , " celebrating the 



100th anniversary of the birth of W.E.B. DuBois, famous 

Negro civil rights crusader who joined the Communist Party 

at age 93. Jack O'Dell, the popular m me used by Hunter Pitts 



was also listed as one of the speakers at this affair. 



On the following day, Stanley Levi son confided to 
Clarence Jones that King performed very badly at the 
"Freedomways" rally. Ke commented: "King has never read 
anything as badly," and, "as though he did not understand 
what he was reading, 



Fuiiiiet CoiiiiuUiiist Advxsors 



Bayard Rustin is a former advisor to King and a one- 
time assistant secretary of the SCLC. Rustin has publicly 
adniitted affiliation with the comTnunist mnvg^TTKanr in rh<3 lattrv 




Advisory Committee Established for King 

On June 22, 196A, an advisory and research committee 
was formed, with King's approval, for the purpose of writing 




King's speeches and guiding his actionSo Among the members 
of the group vere Lawrence Reddick, Bayard Rustin, Clarence 
Jones and Harry Wachtel, 



In addition to being on the Advisory Committee, 
Clarence Jones, a Negro attorney, is also General Counselor 
for the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, a fund-raising 
adjunct of the SCLC, 



Prior to October, 1966, King attempted to hide his 
association with Stanley Levison and used Jones as the 
intermediary o During the mid-1950*s, Jones held a position 
of leadership in the Labor Youth League, an organization 
which has been designated as subversive pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450* 

Clarence Jones married Anne Aston Warder Norton 
on June 3, 1956* She is the daughter of deceased publisher 
William Ho Norton,, Between 1947 and 1950 she was identified 
as a Communist Party club member at Sarah Lawrence College* 
In the early 1950 's she was also active in the Labor Youth 
League, On April 5, 1955, she was observed as the driver of 
a station wagon which was used to transport Communist Party 
underground leaders in connection with an official Communist 
Party meeting. In 1956, she was described by a self-admitted 
communist as a "hard-core communist," 



King Wins Nobe l Peace Frizt^ 



In October, 1964, it was announced that King, a 
35-year-old Baptist minister, was being awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize, On November 24, 1964, King conta::tcd Jones and 





asked that Jones and Levi son, among others, submit five-minute 
speeches which King could use in accepting the Nobel Peace 
Prize. King would select the best material from these speeches. 



King's Attraction for Communist Advisors^^^ 



Two previous aides of King were Cordy T. Vivian, who 
formerly served as Director of Affiliates of the SCLC, and 
Randolph Blackwell, who £.t one time acted as SCLC Program 
Coordinator. Both of these individuals are former members 
of the CPUSA. 



During the early stages of development and formation 
of the SCLC, the following eight individuals helped shape and 
mold the policies of this organization, and, as noted, all have 
had communist affiliations: 



Stanley David Levi son 
Clarence Jones 
Harry Wachtel 
Cordy T. Vivian 
Randolph Blackwell 
Hunter Pitts O'Dell 
Lawrence Reddick 
Bayard Rust in 



"Assistant Chief" 
Advisory Committee 
Advisory Comxnittee 
Director of Affiliates 
Program Coordinator 
Administrative Assistant 
Advisory Committee 
Advisory Committee 



Of these, Levi son, Jones, and Wachtel continued to 
exert strong influence on King and the SCLC. In addition, at 
the tenth anniversary convention of SCLC at Atlanta, Georgia, 
on August 14, 1967 , a^rochure listed L. D. Reddick as 
historian of SCLC^^H 

III. COMMUNIST OBJECTIVES 



During the early 1960's, the CPUSA was striving 
to obtain a Negro- labor coalition to achieve its goals in 
this country. At that time, the CPUSA "Party Line" was: 
"Big business attacks on the rights of labor are continuing. 
In order to defeat this offensive, organized labor, assisted 
by communists, must launch a countercrusade, which can 
succeed only if it is based on the united action of the entire 
trade-union movement." 
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Also I communists had recognized the error of 
their ways by proclaiming that the communist program for 
"self -determination" of the Negro in the "Black Belt" area 
of the South had been discarded. The new policy was to 
seek complete economic, political, and social equality for 
the Negro with all other American citizens. In a May, 1961, 
Issue, the communist newspaper, "The WorkerJ* stated, 
"Communists will do their utmost to strengthen and unite 
the Negro movement and bring to it the backing of the 
working people," 

Martin Luther King, Jr. , and his organization 
were made to order to achieve these objectives. King and 
his group were demonstrating and conducting voter- registration 
campaigns to align the Negro movement solidly behind King. 

The Peace Issue Appears 

This activity continued with much fanfare until 
the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by the Congress. 
This was the most far-reaching civil rights act passed 
since the reconstruction era. Now it was no longer nev;sworthy 
to demonstrate for Negro rights. The passage of this Act 
was one factor that took King off the front pages of the 
daily newspapers. 

The second factor that had a bearing on King's 
lack of publicity and change of policy was the Gulf of 
Tonkin incident on August 2, 1964. Because of this, the 
United States took a more active role in the Vietnam War, 
The CPUSA then started to demand through its propaganda 
machine that the escalation of the war in Vietnam be 
stopped. The activities in Vietnam were now more important 
news than was the Negro freedom movement. 

The CPUSA also realized that even though the 
peace issue was of primary importance, a secondary issue 
not to be forgotten was the freedom movement. Abandoning 
its previous efforts to form a Negro-labor coalition, 
the CPUSA now started touting a Negro -peace coalition that 
would form a massive movement to force the United States 
Govei'nment to change its foreign and domestic policies. 



"The V7orker," in April, 1965, claimed that this 
coalition was starting to form when it stated, "The civil 
rights movement was coming to see the identity of interests 
of the Negro people's freedom movement with the anti- 
imperialist objective of ending the neo-colonialist war 
of the United States against the people of Vietnam," 

IV. THE EMERGENCE OF THE PEACE ISSUE IN KING'S GROUP 

Role as a Peacemaker 

King and his aides helped form this coalition 
of "peace" and "freedom" groups. They saw an opportunity 
to again propel King into the international spotlight by 
proposing he make peace in Vietnam, 

On August 12, 1965, King announced publicly that 
he would appeal personally to President Ho Chi Minh of 
North Vietnam to Join a conference to end the Vietnam war. 
He said he would also send letters to leaders of South Vietnam, 
the Soviet Union, and the United States in this regard. 

This move on the part of King was engineered by 
Bayard Rust in and Harry Wachtel, In early August they met and 
discussed how to inject King into the Vietnam issue. It was 
decided to have King write these world leaders utilizing King's 
-i^ prestige as a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, This action, 

they felt, would cast an image of King as a great moral leader 
~' ^ ■ and extend his influence beyond the civil rights movement c^^|^ 

Subsequently, a leading newspaper sent King 12 
'questions to answer which would clarify his position on Vietnam, 
Upon receipt of the seifuest ions. King referred them to Stanley 
Levison to answer, jkj^ 

y -| Because of the unfavorable public .reaction to 

King's announcement, a conference with his top advisors was 
^ J J^^^<^ in early September, 1965, at which time it was. decided 
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that King would avoid the Vietnam issue. Bayard Rustin, 
Stanley Levison, Harry Wachtel, and Clarence Jones were in 
attendance at this conference ofjs^ 



Admiratio n Lost 

In early 1966, King was lamenting to Harry Wachtel 
about a nationally known figure, who at one time was a heavy 
contributor to and admirer of King but was displeased 
because of King's stand on Vietnam, V/achtel reminded King, 
"When we went into this Vietnam thing, we decided that he 
who controls the purse strings doesn't control our philosophy," 

Contipyed Pr^gsurg t>y Press 

After the resumption of bombing of North Vietnam 
in February, 1966, King conferred with Stanley Levison and 
Bayard Rustin concerning a statement for the press. King 
inforn\ed them that the press had been bothering him for a 
statement J but he dared not take any action until he discussed 
the macter with them. It was agreed that King would say he 
was deeply impressed by the large number of Senators who 
called for a cessation of the bombings, Levison reiterated 
that King should point out how much opposition there is to 
the bombings,, 

Anti-Vietnam. War Resolution 

Miami was the scene of the Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference executive board meeting in the Spring, 1966, 
During this two-day conference, the sessions ran into the 
early morning hours attempting to draft a resolution on the 
Vietnam war. While there appeared to be general agreement, 
Stanley Levison and Harry Wachtel continued to argue for a 
stronger resolution than was presented. They wanted a 
resolution that would condemn participation by United States 
troops in Vietnam^ The conference finally adopted a resolution 
calling on the Government to desist aiding the military junta 
in Vietnam and to seriously consider a prompt withdrawal. 
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"Face the K£.tlon" " 

In May» 1966, King was extended an Invitation to 
appear on the Coluxobla Broadcasting System's program "Face 

of Stanley Levlson and Clarence Jones. King wanted their 
thinking on the more Important questions he might be asked. 
Levlson noted the possibility that King might be questioned 

Christian Leadership Conference resolution on Vietnam as hts 
text* Levlson suggested that King should also point out how 
unfair It was that Kegroes were shouldering a heavier burden 

4n t>Via An/4 ^)^a^ KAftT*AAO UAt*A 4n /«Am1^A^ ^kBm a^Via** 

Americans. 

Wlien King appeared on the program, he suggested 
the United States ston bombinc North Vietnam* negotiate 
with the Viet Cong, and recognize Red China. 

Senate H e arings 

Prior to his appearance before a Senate Sub-CoTnmlttee 
hearing on urban affairs in December, 1966, King contacted 
Levlson for counsel concerning his testimony. During this 
discussion. It was agreed that King must reiterate during 
his testimony that the war in Vietnam Is standing in the 
way of the Implenientation of any of his civil rights projects 
and Is an open Invitation to confusion, chaos, disruptions, and 
riots. 

During his subsequent testimony before this committee, 
he spoke critically of the war In Vietnam along these lines. 

"The Nation" Symposium 

In late February, 1967, King spoke before a syirtposlura 
sponsored by "The Nation" magazine concerning the problems of 
redirecting "American Power," After this speech in which King 
was highly critical of the United States Involvement In 
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Vietnam, Levison congratulated him, Levison was pleased with 
the publicity King*s speech received, commenting that King*s 
appearance on a panel with four United States Senators was 
the appropriate occasion for him to express his antiwar 
sentiments . 

Over the years a number of individuals who have 
been employed at one time or another by "The Nation" in 
editorial and writing capacities have been identified with 
the communist movement. 

Riverside Church Speech 

In early April, 1967, King accepted an invitation to 
speak before the group, "Clergy and Laymen Concerned About 
Vietnam," This is an interdenominational committee formed 
to mobilize religious opinion against the war. 

Prior to this speech, King and Andrew Young, Executive 
Director of SCLC, spent approximately eight hours in conference 
with King's top advisors in New York, New York, Stanley Levison 
and Harry Wachtel were present at this conference. 

Later that same day, King spoke at the Riverside 
Church, New York, New York, before this group, at which time 
he was highly critical of the United Slates involvement in 
the Vietnam war. He referred to the United States Government 
as "the greatest purveyor of violence in the world today," He 
proposed a five- step process to extricate the United States 
from this conflict. Comments in the news media coverage of King 
remarks pointed out that the five points are similar in concept 
to the conditions imposed by North Vietnam as a prerequisite 
to negotiations. It is interesting to note that King's 
proposals parallel the propaganda line which the Communist 
Party, USA, has been projecting regai-ding the war in Vietnam, 

Spring Mobilization 

At a conference in the Fall of 1966, of the Peace 
Mobilization Committee, it was tentatively decided to hold 
massive peace demonstrations on April 15, 1967, in New York City 
and San Francisco, California. Of the one hundred seventeen 
individuals in attendance, seventy-five were members of the 
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Socialist Workers Party or its youth group, .the Youiig Socialist 
Alliance^ The CQimniinlr.t Party was repressnted by Arnold 
Johnson and James West^ both of whom are members of the 
Communist Party, USA, National Committee* 

This group subsequently changed Its name to Spring 
Mobilization Committee to End the War in Vietnam. Reverend 
James Bevel, on leave from the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference^ vas appointed Executive Director of this Committee* 

On April 13, 1967, Levi son a:nd King were in contact 
to discuss the progress Levison was making in the writing of 
the speech King was to deliver on April 15, 1967, to a rally 
of the Spring Mobillzction Committee at the United Nations. 
LQVison discussed part of the speech which King enthusiastically 
accepted* King particularly liked the part indicating that 
the United States should unilaterally withdraw from Vietnam* 
He also enjoyed the part where he would appeal to the country 
to "demand insistently that our Government honorJJanoi • s 



promise to negotiate If the bombings cease 



honorJJi 



The CPUSA was delighted with King's actions in 



had openly attacked his country's policy in Vietnam. He 
participated in the largest rally ever staged against the 
j Vietnam war by being the keynote speaker* In his speech 

j King ageln called for the withdrawal of United States troops 

' from Vietnam, King was helping the CPUSA achieve Its goal 

of uniting the Negro movement with the peace issue* 



ine viorKer" expressea tne uruoA s pleasure in 
the May 7, 1967, issue where it stated in part, ''When 
Dr* King insists upon the connection between aggressive 
foreign policy and regressive domestic policy he Insists 
upon v;hat Is true and consequential* When Dr. King points 
to the racism common In colonialism and Jim crow he points to 
that which Is historically demonstrable. When Dr* King 
affirms that the present war in Vietnam threatens all 
democratic and progressive advance in the United States 
and does so for economic, political, ethical and psychological 
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reasons y again he Is saying vhat every fact and every day's 
events confirm. Hence Dr. King, precisely as a leader in 
§fS ; the struggle against jim crow, must be--and is--a leader 

in the struggle against war*" 

Being the astute advisor he Is, and to keep King 
from being openly aligned with the CP US A, Levi son advised 
King to align himself with those individuals who have 
power rather than be aligned with a fringe antiwar element. 
He was t<^&ak.e the new alignnient after his April 15, 1967, 
speech.^ J 

King for President 

The fringe element Levison referred to was 
atteniptlng to persuade King to run for President on a 
peace ticket. On April 19, 1967, Levison and Wachtel 
conferred concerning King's political possibilities. 
According to Wachtel, a pacifist group was meeting that day 
in an effort to get King to agree to run for President with 
Dr. Benjamin Spock, the antiwar agitator, as his Vice 
Presidential candidate. Both Levison and Wachtel agreed 
that it was too etrly and that King should not agree to run 
at this time. 

The CPUSA again sels^ed the opportunity to cause 
dissension and unrest in the country by announcing they would 
support King and Spock on a peace ticket. At a May Day, 1967, 
program in Berkeley, California, Gus Hall stated, "The Party 
forces should begin work right now to elect these two men 
because they are for peace in Vietnam.*' 

Early in May, 1967, Levison was still concerned 
with King's being Identified with the peace movement rather 
than civil rights, V?hen approached by peace groups attempting 
to get King to continue to run for President, Levison informed 
those representatives that King would talk on Vietnam on 
occasion to various groups, but that would be the extent of 
his involvement. 
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In an effort to evaluate. his position^ King and the ^ 
SCLC held a retreat in Frogirore, South Carolina, on Kay 21, 
1967, to determine the relationship of the SCLC to the peace 
movement • K.lng and other top functionaries concluded that 
the SCLC would give no overt or covert support to ant 1- Vietnam 
war demonstrations. 



The Birth of Washington Spring Project 



On July 19 9 1967 » Levi son was In conference with 
King concerning the Newark, New Jersey, riot. Levi son 
Indicated he was concerned about King's failure to make any 
public statement concerning the racial disturbances. King 
Informed Levi son that he had been considering making a 
statement but did not merely want to condemn the riots, but 
also to condemn the conditions which lead to riots. 



Levi son suggested that King advocate a program with 
dramatic qualities similar to the Works Project Administration 
of the 1930s, This new program would be Implemented by the 
Federal Government to employ the jobless youth, Levi son 
continued that this program worked in a period when the 
united States was almost bankrupt and should work even 
better now that the country is almost sick with money. King 
agreed that Levison's idea had merit and he would publicly 
call i^o^the Federal Government to do something along this 
line. 




King waited until the Tenth Annual Convention of 
the SCLC before he made these plans public. On August 15, 
1967, he deliverc-:; an address at the convention urging new 
massive civil disobedience which would include general 
strikes, school boycotts, and a camp- in at Washington, D, C, 
All this would be to force Congress to take action to improve 
the lot of the Negro. 
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When the first accusations against Alger Hiss were made, the 
Establishment rose up in wrath to shout that they could not be true. 

Its spokesicon asked, could a man as respected and important be 
a member of the Coamiunist conspiracy? Before the case had been fully 
developed, of course, it turned out that the original charges against 
Hiss were as nothing to what was proved in tho Federal courta and 
sustained by the highest tribunal of the nation. 

There were several lessons to be learned from this. The first: 
If Anglo-Saxon Jurisprudence holds that a man muet be considered 
innocent until proved guilty, this does not mean that those who make 
the accusation are^ ipso facto, to be called liars and driven to an 
early grave. The witness, too, has rights. The second; Conspirators 
are successful precisely because they can convince the world that they 
are highly respectable and ultra-patriotic. Those of dubious political 
reputation are of no value to a conspiracy since they can deceive no 
one. 

Those lessons, however, have not been learned. The discovery that 
Martin Luther King Jr. was under FBI electronic surveillance -- at 
_..the instigation and with the authorization of Attorney General Robert 
F. Kennedy quite naturally caused anguish to Dr. King's friends 

emd admirers. But it would have been far more proper If those coming 
to the defense of the civil rights leader had coupled their outcries 
to denandfr for full and Immediate exposure by the Justice Department 
of all tl\^:fftAta- and the dossiers. Instead they called for the 
reaignation of;ptb«.FBI director, J. Edgar Hcraver, 

To dai^ej nonie^of Dr. Klng^s frenzied defenders have pressed for a 
full disclosure of the reasons why Mr, Kennedy, a friend of Martin 
Luther King, and the FBI took the time and the trouble to bug the King 
telephone. Bobby Kennedy would never have given his approval had the 
FBI been Interested solely in the civil rights activities of the late Dr. 
King* King^s defenders have resorted Instead to a whispering campaign 
against the FBI and the raxz-ma-tazz of charges against Mr. Hoover. 
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BY RALPH de TOLEDANO xx Hoover. 

If Attorney General Kennedy and the FBI were solely Interested in 
recording the gossip of the civil rights movement or Its legitimate 
plans and operations, then they seriously erred. But the way to find 
out Is to look at the summary of the tapes and the Martin Luther King 
dossier at the Justice Department, That would end the controversy once 
and for all. If the tapes and the dossier disclosed something touching 
on the national security, then the attacks on J, Edgar Hoover would end. 

It la, however, easier and safer to stay away from the substantive 
Issue and direct attention and fire to the peripheral. It substitutes 
passion for logic, propaganda for evidence, and politics for the 
national interest. TOie anti-Hoover faction presvunably believes that 
it is right, yet It throws away the opportunity of possibly doing the 
FBI in the eye. 

Nicholas Katzenbach, who was Mr. Kennedy»8 Deputy Attorney General, 
and later Attorney General in his own right, has rushed in with a rank 
denial that anything in the King file warranted the wiretaps. But 
Mr. Katzenbach forgets that it was he who studied the King record for 
the Attorney General — at the time that Mr. Hoover called the Negro 
leader one of the biggest liars in the country. And on the basis of 
that examination, he advised that no steps be taken to discipline the 
FBI director or to issue an official denial of Mr. Hoover's words. 

To make these points, however, would be an exercise In futility 
but for one thing. Parts of the Martin Luther King story, unofficially 
gathered, have been floating around Washington and New York for a 
number of years. Those responsible for putting together this fraction 
of what Is undoubtedly in the FBI file are not members of the fanatic 
right wing, not stiff-necked racists, but responsible members of the 
community. They have not attempted to publish the record nor to use 
it for political gain. 

And they have held their peace over the years precisely because 
they have known what the Establishment's reaction would be — the cries, 
the denunciations, and the use of "innocence by association" to prove 
Dr, King's political purity. With the death of Dr. King, the files 
were closed and the need for publication ended, Ihe integrity of the 
FBI and of those who have backed away from its Investigation is now 
at stake. Hot-headed men and. women are trying to use the current 
controvarey to stir up hatred of . men .aiid^ g(:^\^rnment, U^ facts 
are laid betoj::e the American people, the eoii\royersy will continue, 
doing no one any good, least of all Dr. King's family, 

.J , , Wetributed by King Features Syndicate 
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^Bdisorable Daniel K:;n0q7e 
JJnited States Senate ^ " 
Waahlngton, O. C^t0510 

My dear Senator: 

Tour letter of August Sth has been reeeiyed, 

Becaose of regulations of the Department of 
Justice which require that Information In FBI files be main- 
tained as confidential, I can emphatically assure yon that 
this Bureau did not "leak** Infbrmatlon concerning Martin 
Luther King to anyone at any time. 

In keeping with our responsibilities, we did 
disseminate information concerning King on a high level 
basis within the SxecutiTe Branch of the Goveniment 



Sincerely yoors, 

^1 « , ' . . Edgar Hoovirf" 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIfit-b'''''''' 

NOTE: We have had limited but cordial correspondence with Senator Inouye 
(D- Hawaii). During 1960 and 1961 his wife touredjthe Bureau and during 1964 
his mother, sister, and their party toured the Bureau. 
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The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 
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I was recently reading the July 27, 1969 issue of Parsule magazine 
which appears in many Sunday newspapers, and was extremely ^ T 

disturbed by a report which appeared in this publication regarding A \jj 
the personal life of Dr. Marti n Luthen^King. T his article stated 
"For the most part, liic u'if Claps revealed that King on occasion 
submitted to the temptations of the flesh. . . " 




Quite apart from the actual fact that Dr. King^s telephone was 
tapped, I am concerned by the release of such information to the 
public media. I would, therefore, appreciate your advising me if 
your Bureau permitted the release of information obtained from 
wiretapping Dr. King's telephone and if released, on whose authority ?kJL. 
Should the information not have been officially released, but rather NX 
"leaked" out from the Bureau, what steps have you taken as the ii.,. 
Director of the Bureau to correct such abuses and to prevent this 
from happening in the future. 1 find it deplorable to think that persons ^ 
whose telephones are tapped, will have the data gathered from these 
activities appear in the news media, despite the fact that no indictment 
or criminal action has been filed against them by the Federal 
Government in a court of law. 
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Your comments on the above wovild be most appreciated. 
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with nqpect to the inquiries In your letter of 
August 6th, InformatioQ concerning the alleged communist aillll- 
Atlons of Miirtln Lather King^ Jr. , whether substantiated or not, 
cannot be released because o< a Department ol Justice order regard- 
ing aU matters of a confidential nature. 

Sincerely yoors^ 

J. Edgar Hoover 

NOTE: BufUes contain no information Identifiable with correspondent. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



Barger Texas 79007 
August 5, 1969 

WL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCUSSIFIED 
DATESii3i^BY5i?^;i^^ 



There have been statements in print, and 
to me orally, that Dr. Martin Luther King has been 
definitely identified as a Communist, by the EBI. 

There was also a billboard in this city, 
at the time of Dr. King's death, depicting Dr. King in a 
room with other personfe. This billboard had prominent 
letters stating "Martin Luther King attending Communist 
training school. " The door facing had "United Nations" 
printed on it but was not discernible from the highway, it 
could only be seen by walking up the hill where the billboard 
was stationed. 

I will appreciate any clarification you could 
give me concerning the above two subjects. 



Sincerely, 
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Mr. Callahan 
^^r. Conrad - 
I Mr. FeU 
Imt. Gale 
[Mr. Rosen 
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August 7p 1969 

AIRMAa. 



ALLIilFORWATIONCOriTAIPiED 
HEREIN IS UKCLASSIFIED 

DATEAilllLBY5^?i/Jto- 

Toot letter of July 29th, with encloeure, baa been 



With respect to your inqoiryi the flies of the FBI 
must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations of the 
Department of Justice. 

I want to assure you that neither Mr, Walter Scott 
nor any other Journalist has access to the files of this Bureau. 

Sincerely yours, 
7. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Bvtfiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
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Honolulu, Hawaii 9682^ 
July 29, 19^9 



Honorable J, Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear L>. Hoover; 



■Ml 

■ - i 



Please find enclosed a copy of a letter which I have written 

to the president of Parade Publications, Inc., publishers of 
the Parade magazine which appears in many large Sunday news- 
paners, including the Sunday Star-Bulletin and Advertiser in 
Honolulu. The letter refers to an item in Parade 's July 27% 
1969 issue in the coliimn "Walter Scott's Personality Parade." 

tThe item in question reads as follows: Is it true that 

Bobby Kennedy, Nick Katzenbach, and Ramsey Clark, each of them 
ia U. S. Attorney Gen£:ral, could not get along with J. Ed^ar Hoov^ 
What was learned from wiretapping the telephone of itlar.t,1n Tiuther » 
cr ying Jr .? Did he txim out to be a Communist agent as r\imored? 
— V. I/. Lewis, Vjashington, D. C. A. Kennedy, Clark, and 
Katzenbach found that Hoover, ostensibly under orders to the 
Justice Departzient, ran his own show* King's telephone was 
tapped because at one time he had dealings with a Communist 
lawyer* He was never, however, a Communist or a Communist 
agent. For the most part, the wiretaps revealed that King on 
occasion submitted to temptations of the flesh," 

I would like to know how Mr. Scott sec\ired his information con- 
cerning Dr. King's personal life. Surely, the Federal Biireau 
of Investigation does not make a practice of releasing wire- 
tap transcriptions to journalists. 
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Mr* ksMrar fi« MotXoy 

Parade FabUcatioM. Zno. AIL iNFOR^t^TlOA ^X^^' w 

irev Tork. Jlew Xark lOCli? Qj^^ff^a^^ 

Star Mr* Motleyi • ^ ^ 

fl^aoe refer to the item on Mortia lAithar King in "Valtar &oott*s 
jeersooality Parade" oolum of July 27, 1969. I quota, In part, 
"Per the noet part, ttxe vireta^s ravaaled that KXxxz oa ocoaaloxi 
0ul>nittad to tanptations of the flaah*" 

So print such a Ticioua and trutal statazsant In a aationallT^ . 
clreulatod and ai^poaadly ralial>la puhlication noh aa fiarad^ 
is an intolerable ^ans^raaaion iron accepted atandards of 
joxumalietic reaponBibility* At the Tary least the atatainant 
does nothinr to clarify the reader* a q:aeatlon ooneeminG whether 
or not DrT^^inc & Connuniat* Of nucb crater conaegruanoa 
Ic the almost cavalier mnner of eaatinc a vile ali^r on the 
par&onal life of one of the moat ividely reapocted and Xovad 
fisurea of the tvantieth oantury* 

It lo poaelble that a ai&ilor allacation baaed on ao-oallad 
wiretap information haa appeared in print previously* If sOf 
it la no leas deplorable that you would atoop to repeat auoh 
a ocaatei!ptiblo charge* Purthanaora^ the aianner of attribution 
for the atatonont ia utterly without foundaticn* If any auoh 
infomation has beon revealed, it haa not bean done by "the 
wiretaps " but by a novaronent sapxreaentative with aooeaa to the 
record of tronsoriptions obtained froa wirotappiagt 

Tou have done a flacrant diBaervioe to your readera* to the 
ooneept of a responsible proaa» and to the aonory ox a decent 
and honorable oaa* 



Sinoarel^i 




cos Hr« Gardiner Jonos 
Uou* Daniol K. Inouye 
Hon, Patsy S). fc'ink 
Hon. J. Bdi::ar Hoovor 
Rev« Balpi: David Abemathy 
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Ivly SI, 1M9 



Timr Mter of Jmy SBtfa has bean reeei 
Toot interest in contacting this Bureau is appreciated, ud 
I want to thank you tor making the information yoa furnished 





^Available. 



SKacerelyycmrs, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



Jobn Bdgar Hoorer 
Dlractor 





a suburb of 

ve said he is a member^Zf 



'^^^pondent re] 

X ' ^® w nave saia ne is a memDer^f the 

KUfaux Klan ana neiped plan the asMfiination o f Martin LtrfhftiHnfi i r 
and another individual. They are described as ifvl ^ " 

tinancial scale having no Tisible means of support, 
states she is sending this information to us since heTiocai law enforce- 
ment authorities do not keep informerb^ names secret. The confidential' 
return address is being utilized on reply. This letter should be routed 
^ ^ P omoaUc LilelXI^cuL e Diuai oirlollowing acknowledgement for 
its consideration of the information corresMndent furnished. 
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rs aged 10 and 13, sons oi 

Waterloo, Iowa, placed zailroad ties 
^^^^^^ 'Great Western Railway Company in 

WaterIoo^^Bmi''to see what would happen. " They were charged 
with toaUcious mischief and case was handled by juvenUe authorities 
in Waterloo, Ibwa«^e AUSA declined Federal prosecution. (98 -442Dd^ 
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These people supposedly picked up a blind voman called Loretta in 
a Des Moines bus station early this spring. They claimed she was 
abandoned there by her mother & her sister. Altho she was a total 
stranger to them, they kept her with them. When they matte frequent 
trips out of town, they had nabors look in on her, sometimes for 
several days. Finally, they said a former boy friend came for 
Loretta & married her, taking her away. A couple vks. ago, Loretta 
came back. She had not married; according to her. Her boy friend 
had left her. Now, these people claim they gave her 100 00 & told 
her to go & not come back. Evedently she left most of heFclothes 
behind. Thes^eopi^j|r^jh|ny|y)eople in the park. They call 
them selves ^^^^^^^^^^^^hdon*ttiiink that is their name. 
They Uve ^^W^K^^KKttB^Kth ^^^^ Waterloo 
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^ j aato wkas Ms was vary tmtaxiaated ft latar iam- 
?i»r« taam a littla i^etj^atea k« Kas aff aa tke 

a«imtft4«aaa.at kag Hiliiitti fuia & kaaat 
ftr.T«t wkera aamaj iraaK aktu ke 4a&t aksa i*. 

i. k« waa a aaakar af tka «KK & kai flamaai witk i 
af iiatkar Kimf & a»at> *r killiaf.Tat «kfta kc a 

f'leAra •f It.Tkaa a aata^.4 tiae kt alalaai tke aa 
•1< tar & llTaa la a >atr makarkaai aallei Skem 
^^•'f l^y^t^^J^^a^yill fartlaa .ar tkaae 

is ^-^Sff* ta k«j ligmrv fey tke tasea & keart)ky tk 

* tier far kia yartl-s,. oexUsw "-v j'-'^^^*^ 

•p twa waaka aga 4 aTei 1500,00 la wkiakty.staaks 
la tke yark.awtat tara & wataratlaa.Tkaa 4aai4ai 

aa* ta tka fttpla la tk* park. 

ke kel« thsaa fartiaa karmt ta tke cr««»*.It : 
tie C«iar RlTar aarai. j fr%m tke yark.Tkia la all 
4ft«r tke aakia karat ke kam^kt tke aakarlmf fra 
: laailari tiffty Aallara ua a ti» far talliaf kia 
-r f ar $150.00,Ha & kls wife are qalte •JTtea 
t Ura far aaall farara & aaaatlata aa apparent 3tJ 
•trm ^ Haaaiataaaa la St ^aul,Miaa*Tat ka kaaaa ^ 

• x«a. 

apiaias af tkaa & tka ta^uga tkay say ft ia,yat ae' 
'!*ha pallaCfkere i« »at ke%.p aa lafaraer* aaae a m 
'*aiat yau tkia latter, 

:'-ipU aitk a fatkitn f.a we kaTe kaA 4ifflaalti 
I aa at^aii af^ wkat kit preseata kere may aeaj 

♦Fraaaaly ia kia early fiftiea.Alaa la taaera akj 

kit aa palitiaa ft akaat tke i^aaglaaia af Ckiaafe 
i^ry layaaa • akaat tke amiemarlA ia feaeral, 
!j tke wkale matter ia kriagiac it ta year attemti 
^.fl eTsa kate ta alfa my aaae ta tkia aa I fear 

ttkat I kape my maae «51f'|fft k^^^amffkt 

.( 'altea ia Beamark'* 
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ii response to your request, I tm eoeloslnta 
copyof ftB article vhicb appeared la the June 18, 1968. Issae 

oar activlttes relatiag to Mkrtin Lother Kias. Jr. . and sets 
i«>rth the FBTsposlttonla this mattar. '^^^^'^^^ 



Wncerely TOurs, 
7. Edgir Hoover 
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"The ETenlnc Star" arttele reguding Klnc wiretap, 8/19/68 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 

As one of your long-time admirers, I am dismayed by the 
recent newspaper accounts of your depa^ment's activities 
in connection with the late Martin Lu thef^ng . . . and 
wonder if you could spare a moment to let me know the 
F. B. I. side of the story? I would consider this reply a 
great favor. Thank you. 
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July 29, IMQ 





SUxdrtoa, CalUorala »5 »07 

In reply to your lolUr of AUy leth, toformatioa 
concoming tte alleged eommunlet ttflliationa of Martia Lotber 
King, whether aubstantlated or aot, eauiot be xeteaeed beeauee 
of a Department of Juetiee order regarding all mattere of a 



confidential nature. I regret I an enable to be of help In thia 



Inatance. 



Sincexalf yoarv., 
J. Bdgv Hoover 




.NOTE: Bufiles reflect limiteiSaerrespondence fromj 
st^FulI name per prior mtgbia^ of 5-19-69. 
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Stockton, CaTTfornia 9$207 
July 16, 1969 



The Honorable J. if^Agar Hoorer 
United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.G. 20535 



Honorable Sir: 

Last week I saw a wovle called Anarchy , U#S«A , » which stated 
that the civil rights movement in the United States communist- 
controlled. It also said that the late Martin Luther King, Jr., 
was a concnunist, ~ 

Now I feel terribly confused* Was King a communist? I «m 
hoping that you can enlighten me on this. I should be most 
grateful for your reply. . 

Thanking you in advance, I am 



Very truly yours. 
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FECERA- BLiSLlAU OF I N V ES T I ON ✓ MWAiOt/R . ^ ^ 

*!TED STATES D£PARTMEKT OF JUSTJC^^ Mft. ^/*K*^l!i 

(June 23, 1969) 



MR. CASPCR 



MR. CAUI-AHAK 
MR. CONRAD 
MR. FtLT «. 



Sir: 



MR. C AL.E - 
MR. ROtCN 



I expect to see your response mr. »ul«.iv 
to this column, and have asked ''^^'^ 
my senators to insist on it. 
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its motives 



1^ Thj FBI r.as a lo; more cxplninir.^ to^o about 
por spyins cr. I he Ime Di". M::nin LuiheHun;^. - 
I 1: h:u pui):;c:y descriccj as "niLiicciUi)" a column' wriLten 

by CvLTi Rowin that criticized the tapping of Dr. King's 

piior.cs. 

Clyde Tolsor.. asiociate FBI director, says the wiretapping 
\v2s cone- for "nniicn?.! securiiy" rezsor.s, with the approval 
of L'-.c la:e Rcber: K«rir.cdy, then attorney general. ; 

Tr.a: coea.i't cor/.e e\ en close to telling it. 

I 

j OXE TK:\G it DOESN'T EXPLAIN, is the foUowing inci- 
kier.i: • ■ 

AiDu: :c:;r tc:::s .ijo, e.vFBI agent 1 luiew a^ked me 10 



join r.:n: :ci 



of go! 



.^f:er il-.e rourj. we sa: ir. the clubhouse chaiting. Ke 
wcrV.ei ihe convers-:;or. around to Dr, King. . 
. Kc told n;e ihi FBI hac been using a variety of eJectronic 
e;iVS5crc.:;p;::g cic-vices on Dr. King, Besides tapping his 
phcns, thw>y planted listening devices in hotel rooms he 
used while; ;r.ivel;ng. ' 

Tne resui:, he said, wai, a vtry_ifcick liie on Dr. King. 

He save- me scrr.c exar.ipie.s. 

They vere very person.il things. They were things I'm. 
sure Dr. King would no: want anyo.ie else to know about. If 
you bugaed alniost anyone's bedroom Jong enough, you 
would hear things that person didn't want anyone else to 
know about. 

BUT XONE OF THE THINGS this ex-FBI agent toid me 
reflfecied in any way o.n Dr. King's loyalty, his Americanism, 
or seemed to be ren^otely related to national security. 

Nor did j^.ssy rejleci on his role as a leader in the .dvil 

.l^^^r^- A tVi'^i^^ntf J^f frIftA ILTaWaI I&AmAA bw^dvA Mt. 

• •(^>'*' b> V. .tj.ici wt utc i^vwuci j'PtiU g n4*c, wi • 

figure of i:;:,:o; ic importance. . - 

I a„;;L;d ihc Lx-fh] a^tnr if his intorrouiion was inerely 
go^.^ip or ir he- w.ts .sure uboiu 41. 

lie !w ii.iil viaiifJ J. lid-ar Hoovijr in Wa^^hingion and ' 
iiaci been bricicu on the contents of the King file. 

It v,-.^£ no: tincon:mon, he said, for trusted ex-agenis u> be 
le: in or. such thi.igs. 

Oi^vicusiy, I was supposed to be shocked by the things be 
tela :r>e. And I v;as. Bui not for the reasons be £S£\:.-r.;d. 

Ths shocking pan of i: was that he was actualij- £;::iag 
there idling ir.c such things. 

T^^-v': vv^re none o' my business, and they were none of his 
business, f iujy were nobody's business but Dr. KiSg'k. ' •* 



^"^^S riAlK OLD MUD-SLINGLNG, on & tevfe! v»fJr. tht 
lowest icar.dai n-.ag;izines and transom 'pecking puohcaiicr.i;. 

There was no doubt in my mind then, and no.ie nov/, :ha: 
it was being leaked to me for the purpose of discrediting Dr. 
Kirg. 

The same type of rhinR. I have since learned, occurred in 
Other ciLies, wiih o:her newsmen. 

And it doesn't t::ke murli iniajjinaiion to figure out why. 
Dv. Kir.s and Hoover had cn;;a-ed in a furious puiilic quur- 
rel. Hoover, quite dearly, did not like Dr. King. 

TJiat's .why I suggest the FBI hasn't given an adequate ex- 
^ plunation. 

. If the wircDpping was bfiing done for national security. I 
j presume that it should have been kept a big secret. 

• Secret? How much of a secret was it if a newspaper coi* 

• umnist in Chicago knew of the eavesdropfung? Or if a fcr- 
; mer agent — a private citizen — could talk about it? 

(For the record, the ex-agent was not a two-bit gumshoe 
given to flights of fancy. He was then a well known and 
highly respected investigator. He is t^day a famous and 
jpovrcr/ul man.) 

: Ai\D IS THE PURPOSE OF SUCH official eavesdroppi:ig 
; to gather spite niatenal, transom-peeking tidbits thaj Wiii be 
whispferdd in the ears o* cpinicn-makers? 
! That, of course, is the greatest danger from Big Brother 
jand his big ear. ♦ ; 

If that's what Dr. King's file was .used for. then I'JI gladly.; 
[second Rowan's suggestion that Hoover he replaced. . • 
The sc£.:^dal>sheet business should be left to private indus- v 
try. -^-^ 
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SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (94-57901) 

SAC, CHICAGO (80-551) 



ATTN: CRIME RECORDSTN ^ 




CHICAGO OFFICE 

who Is 

Chicago, 
e Director 

he FBI. I am enclosing a note I received from ^HV 
^^^^^ today together with a copy of the letter whichTWiad 
ccoTved froa Senator EVERETT tIC KINLE7 PIRKSEN, State Of 

'"I-=r;.cj^j^ This matter relates to a bill to designate J!A£11N 
I-'-- -S^SlIIIGTs birthday. Januarv 15. as »»rjar'tin T.M+h****nf 4 i^y" 





Ic -s interesting to note that Senator DIRKSEN states in his 
letter that the bill was presented and read to the Senate and 
referred to the Senate Subcommittee on Holidays and Charters 
of vhich Senator OIRKSEK is Chairman, and that no action has 
been scheduled to date on this bill. 



It is also interesting to note that 
:e that he will do 
^ great fraud is never honored. 



itates 



jin his note that he will do everything he can "to see that this 



/ 



The above is furnish ed to the Bu reau for information 
only as further indication ^^^ffjfl/f^ staunch support of us 

It is my observation that more .and more people are 
rocogcizing the true status - * 



i 



2 - B!'reau 
X - Chicago 

--'.•'J:mkp ■ , 
(3) 
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Scunle Aclion Is A Kcmincler 
Thai Con;ii*ess K?.s Policy Kole 



By John S. luiiglit 






'■ >- ■■ ■ ' , 

For The Record 

Columnist Carl T. Rowan, propcrlv indignant over 
ths TBI's %\ireta? on the late Dr. Ms r tin Luther King. 
• Jr., has long been clamoring for Director J. Zd^i*- 
Hoover** jcalp. • * 

In a somewhat Indiscreet interview with Kni'^ht 
Newspapers. Mr. Hoover alluded to Rowan as "a racist " 
Naturally Mr. Rowan is fuming over that. too. 

♦i.t butting Into any personal altercations I 

iWnk it . fair to recall Drew Pearson's ststement that 
Attorney General Robert Kenned v first ordered Dr 
King bugged OR July 16. !963.*' Pear'son savs the reason 

r^l«,. !!?\ ^'"1 ^'"^ ^" ^^^^^ various 
communists and was being influenced by them." 

«nn'*T^'!." *^ r^fS"^. tl^.c TBI )var aniazcd and" 
opposed it Kennedy wa? told lhat the Mirclap uould 
. hivc a bad reaction a.nicng Negroes U discovered. The 

Attorney General remarked thit he was not in the least 
interesvcc- m repercussions. ' 

''In October of 1D03." Pearson reDorts. "Eobbv 

Tw'^-i ^^'"^^ ^ ''^ K^"Vs wires, and 

thercuter King s cor,versa;ions were monitored." • 

U Columnist Rowan has uttered one wo'-d of 
cnticis.^ about the former Attorney Geaerars acUon. i 
has escaped my attention^ , / X -n 



'■7. ■ . . r«\ 

m 
M 



m 

m 

m 



1. J 



;0 



M . t> 1^"^- j 



U v.? ti 



Public jirirg of ihc fBI's rccordir.ss 
of pri\^ic cor.vcriiiior.s Dr. .Nlariin 
Liiii-T K:n^ conJucicd with hii protcsi 
ad\:s-vb co''u go a lung way toward 
cl-.ap.:;-:: ihc im^gc of ihc slain c:\i: 

Sf ::":r/.ir:cs of ihe rccordir.^s, 2S rc- 
vcZwd to ::;c:r.b.;ri of a Houic Appropri- 
a»cr.s iubco rn nine c, hcaccd by Rtp. 
Jol-.n J. Roon^-y (D.-N.Y.). dearly in- 
dirale lhai Kir.g was in .direct contact 
w :;h one of the mOil influential Com- 
muriisti in the U.S. 

With Iciids obtaircd from their 
clcctrcnic eavesdropping, the FBI 
uLie 10 conrirni ihzi tliis Kremlin 
ai;cnt, whojic influence cMcndcJ into 
the h-;:hvb: ranks cf the Communist 
Pirty, U.S.A., w?.s one of King*s 
ijhcs: writers and chief advisers on 
protest stralc^. 

In addition io the csidcncc gained 
frcn; the Kir.z recordinss, the FBI suc- 
ceeded in liking scNcral phciographi of 
tie civi; rights leader niceting with this 
(ft'.crt Cc~:.*;L:rjst operator at one of 
uf.e major U.S. airports. 

King, who>e asssssination in Memphis, 
Ter.n., in April 19CS, is still carried as 
an "open invest ii:2tion" by the FBI, 
was first put cndcr government survcil- 
!:incL' in !96I wl.cn the l.itc Robert 
Ki.-nnLd> ailoriiLy i;.L-ncrai. 

Alllioui;.!"! Kennedy after leaving the 
J us I ice Dci>:ir'.:ncnt denied any know- 
ledge of King's surNcillancc, FBI and 
Justice Department records show he 
authorized the inquiry during a confer- 
cnce aiicp.ded by FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover, then -Deputy Atty. Gen. 
Nicholas dc Kjt2cr.bach, and another 
high-fiir.kin^ FBI aide. 

Tiic i;jr\cii;incc o* King, now under 
flic b; severe! larv.r Hail Co^it ncws- 
p.-.peri, vw'.s '.he CL:^,ro\vth of informa- 
tion thj: the FBI a^./iis obtained during 
iis ir.\cii:^-'Jon of another national sec- 
urity Cfc;»e. 

W hen Kir. 3*5 -nan-.c was mentioned 
s;\cra'. ::"cs by cr.e of the persons under 
5-r\t;!!:T:ce ir the case, it was decided 
ir.a; civ!! ri:>.;s leader should be 
p!aced ur.dcr c!obe obacrvaiion. 

ri.w- FEI ;:,qui.-y, which continued for 
-^Axriil years, invcSxd Kind's trips to 
S\v^i\:r. and F.a>t Germany as well as 
hii ni\;pir.-.:io;vs lo lead the so-called 



'Poor Army Campaign'* to disrupt 



E 



of the Rooney subco;;:r.-.Iitec shortly 
before ihc civil rigiUs leader was slain. 

Deeply concerned about King's plans 
to disrupt AVashin^ion, the Icgislntors 
had requested the briefing so ihcy would 
he prepared to blunt his assault on 
Congress should ihat beeoine necessary. 

So alarming was the FBI's data on 
King that the lawmakers took the extra- 
ordinary step of briefing House Speak cr 
John McCormack. This information, 
along with other material furnished by 
the FBI, caused McCormack lo make 
extensive preparations, including the 
alerting of military units to defend the 
Capitol against King's plans lo cause ■ 
massive disruption. 

The House Dcmoeralie leaders, 
all strong supporters of the late 
President Kennedy^ were reputedly 
shocked at the guttcr-lype language 
King used in private conversations 
about the laic President. 

Other recordings in the FBI files dealt 
"extensively with his private life, according 
to the legislators, and showed thai there 
were two Kings— one Uie public knew 
and the other known only lo his closest 
friends and the FBI. 

Although no government agency or 
commission has made a study of King's 

lon!^[-ranrc i»u:iief:y of proiest, ihere is 
cnoiKih evidence io the fiicb of the i-iJl 
to i>how thai King'b goal was to creaic 
a mass protest movement. With the 
movemem. King and his advisers hoped 
to force a radical change in this country's 
form of government. 

King's leadership task was to give 
the over-all movement **motion" and 
an acceptable "image" that would attract 
millions of Negroes, young people, the 
poor, clergy, and those disenchanted with 
the Vict Nam war. 

His tactics in changing his protest 
leadership from one of civil riglus to 
anti-war, anti-poverty, and anti-govern- 
ment during the closing days of his 
life were pan of this grand strategy. 

Whether n^ost of these FBI recordings, 
since mar.y of them deal with national 
•security cases still under ipvesiigAiion, 
will ever be revealed by the Nixon 
Adminisiraiion is conjectural. 
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The Ule Rev. Dr. Martin LLther Ki: 
elb^cdly hzd conversitions with z 
intluentialU.S. Cofnrrtunist. 

that occurs, the "Martin Luther K 
tapes" could become big news. 

For now, the only public confinv.-i". 
of the King recordings comes f: 
Houston Federal Judge Joe Ingrai.i 
hearing involving the case of fc: 
heavyweight boxing champion Cj^.r 
Clay. [ 

Testimony by FBI agents fcr. 
Hou-slun hearing revealed ih.s; c.'*.\ 
tions of King and Cl.iy were 
In one instance, Judge lnr,::ii. ;in . 
nounced it a mailer of juiio.ial sec- 
and refused to let it be made p- 

Clay, convicted of draft dodr;:r:_ 
June 1967, and sentenced to five \. 
in prison, is appealing hi: ccir.ic: 
The U.S. Supreme Court c.-d. 
In graham lo hold a hearing lo 
whether illegal wiretap tcstimor.y 
used to convict Clay. 

Both the movement to mark K; 
birthday as a national holiday an- 
H oust on court hearing clearly i.-t: 
that the 'final chapter in the 
Luiher King story is yet to be v ri. 



v 
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Should supporters of King, however, 

pumip new life into the si. Ved drive in 

p .. . , ......... - •• ' K^i; i ,. 

Congrcsii to cre::'.e a n*M:onal hoi -day I 
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An ccixric! Expression of the Voice of Free Enterprise In Rolcigh - Durhgrr. \ 




2(19/6-25-59 



Jesse Helms, Executive Vice President ond Vice Cheirman of the Boord | 
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Anyone in need of an illustration as to how the leftwing establis 
in Arr.erica functions is invited to take note of the current caispaign des 
to ceTiean and destroy J. Edgar Hoover. 



i.gne w 



^ This past Sunday morning/ in an editorial attack on Mr. Hoover, The 

' News and Observer described the FBI director as "aged and dangerous". 

; Mr . Hoover is 73, and some may agree -chat he is "aged". This station rejects 

i the suggestion, on the theory that age is a state of mind — and that Mr. 

j Hoover's splendid mind has remained remarkably unimpaired by the passing 

I years. The facr that he is today the one man in America most feared and 

i hated by the communists attests to his usefulness. 

i 

As for The Kevs and Observer's charge that Kr. Hoover is "dangerous"^ 
it is necessary to ask: dangerous to whom? He has built, and he continues 
to direct with incredible efficiency, the one agency of government most 
dreaded by criminals and communists. So brilliant has been 2^* Hoover's 
success that he today is a symbol of what America ought to be in terms of 
her freedoms and ideals , 

So why is he Under attack by every leftwing newspaper and politician 
in the country? Simply because he obtained the permission of his superior, 
the then Attorney General Robert Kennedy, to investigate the relationship 
between the late Martin Luther King and the communist conspiracy in America I 
And* because J. Edgar Hoover did this, he is being called "aged and dangerous" 



T 



America may never know the real degree to which the various so-called 
"civil rights movements" in A-merica were infiltrated by--and directed by — 
communists agents . It is known, even though the leftwing news media tried 
to suppress it, that the late Dr. King was surrounded by communists 
functionaries. Indeed, the complaints against J. Edgar Hoover, being heard 
today, are based upon the fact that for reasons of internal security the 
FBI was instructed to wiretap the telephone of Martin Luther King on the 
occasion of Cr . King's conversations with a known communist involved in 




This station's editorials ore so!e!ythe responsibility of the owners and are voiced by our executive 1 



vice president, Mr. Jesse Helms, ofter on editoriol boord hos agreed upon their contents. 

. I „, J _ . f J n ' r IV '.t—t..'*---.'— ' '1 

A. J. Fletcher, Chairman of the Boord & Chief Executive Officer, Copitol Brocdcostinp Cetrpeny | 



b...- c'- 



clrc-l:.-^.- ir. ^r.ic s-j:;to — ibi^uraly conzond th-t if -che F3I v.'C-uid t--^. 
L 1 :■ \. ; . z.. c- c f Mw. t Lur ho r Kinij * f r. or. it wou 1 c tap any " pr i va t o " cor:V c-V - a ic ; 
J"..- -rj-^/. CL '^'.o ::-^er is ziv^t, ill torr:.£: of national sec-drLzy, :-:a--zir; 
Lu t r. r K- :i v ' - ^- - a w ion s ip wit n con;." un i£ts ceasec to be a t,:cz.vc.z'jr a r r a _ i" . 
. ;-: v;ay= V cry r:.'ac r. a p ubl i c f i gur e / a £ s o c it z i r. g v/i t h en en i e s of zr.Ls, c un t jy . 
■-".r.c: i'j-rarclc-Si: of his inzent , and giving hii:. the benefit of every ioubz / 
V lo Iv^-nc e £ - a i k5 d rho he 3 Is of Ma r t in Luthe r King . r.t the t irr.e of h i s * ce azh ; 



a surrender -co the cc-jr.unists in Vietnan, and had announce: 
pians to go to Moscow and Hanoi - 

Cne can only surr.ise a great deal in this latest effort to sr.ear and 
des wToy J", Sdgar Hoover. But sorr.e aspects of the rf.2Ltter nee d^ no surr.isinc. 
?or one thing, it v;ould be preposterous to suggest that Robert Kennedy, as 
.-.":iwOrr.«3-y &c-r.eral of the United States^ would have approved the wire-tapping 
of Mar-ir. Lutihcr King's telephone unless he, Mr. Kennedy, had not been 
persuaded by the sheer v^eight of evidence that tZne security of the country 
de-anded it. After ail, Kar tin Luther King had been the friend of the 
Kennedys, both John and .Robert, and had been of great political assistance 



T'hc- zruth of the matter is that J. Edgar rioover has been the nation's 
:c-jr:.b3r Cne fighwer against ccrrrr.unisri since 1919 v:hen, as an assistant to 
the .-.ttcrney General of the United States, he made a study of conir.unist 
plans zo overthrow A-.erica. At that tinie — in 1919 — ^he wrote the following; 
" ,Con-r.unisr:.) threatens the happiness of the conutunity , the safety of every 
individuil, and the continuance of every horae and fireside. (The conrTiUnists^ 
vjould dei : vy the peace of the country and thrust it into a condition of 
anarchy anc lav;lessness and immorality that passes iitagination 

Chat's v;hat J. ■ 2dgar Eoover warned about the conimunists in 1919 • 
LOOK at the country ....-ay; was he right? 

So he is "^ged and dangerous", is he? rDangerous" to whon:? 



VievroDir.t Trails •....■•June 2S, 1S6£ 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UfiCLASSlFiLD 



Piedmonty Alabama 96372 
Dear 



Tour letter of July 12th has beeo recehred and I want 
to thank yoa for your Uad remarka coDcemiag my admlalatratioB aC 
thia Bureau. 

bi reply to your inquiry, InforraatiOD in the filea of 
the FBI must be maintained as eoofidentlal pursoaat to regulatiaQa 
of the Department of Joatlce. 

Shicerely yours, 
i. £dgar Hoovv 



|NAILH> 22 

JUL 17 1969 

COMM'FBI 



NOTE: Based upon available information, correspondent cannot be 
identified in Bufiles. j ^ n » ^ 
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HAIL ROOM TELETYl 



TELETYPE UNIT 




JuOy 12, 1969 



Honorable J, Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
V^ashington, D« C» 




r. Call'^ban 
Mr. Conrad- 
Mr. Fdt_ 
Mr. Gale 
Mr. Rose 
Mr. Sull 
Mr. Tavei 
Mr, Trotter 
Tele. Roo 
Miss Holm 
Misa Gaady 




Dear Mr. Hoover; 



Amid all the confusion created by the militant Negroes and aharchists, irtiy 
has not the complete file o n_Martin Lu^j ^g^JCing been released? Under the 
Kennedy, Johnson, and Kixon administrations this infopmation, which the 
public needs to know, has been suppressed* 

Members of Congress, Supreme Court, and other high government officials 
have been and are deceiving the public about King- This is one reason 
that the citizens have lost confidence iji Washington* The bubble of King's 
greatness needs to be burst in order to show a certain group that they are 
worshiping a false god. How much longer this country can stand under these 
conditions is problematical. 

According to all press releases and the speeches of King, he was the great- 
est perpetrator of violence of any human that has ever lived. Every place ^ 
that he went violence occurred. When he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, 
that degraded any Nobel Prize in the eyes of a majority of the citizens of 
the United States. 

iBeyond a shadow of doubt you ard the most respected public official includ- J" 
ling the President of any person in a government capacity. It is believed 
if the complete file vfas open on King^ the ssyth of his greatness would lose 
the momentum that has been built about him. Tour interest in all matten 
concerning law and order are all that the American people have on which to 
depend. Keep on telling America what is wrong* 



RED- 60 



truly, _ . , 






Sulllv 
T«y»J 
Trotlcr 
T*lt 
Hol« 
CM4y 
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/a.LINF0RMAT10N5;0NtAt(<tul ' 
HEfiEiN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




BoooraUt JdbB itimls 
ITiiltiil fWilii ITtintg 




Toot 



koara 




ftad^HM co|«r «r a tolter, vttli 



With mptel to joar coofUtoial's Iwinr* Um FBI 
tas omr nate uy itetemiat thtt lUrtta LvClitr Ktng wu a com« 
nanlst, iBformattoD of Udi ntiira, wbtthtr •vbctaatUtod or MOly 
as wall as atliar 4ata la Hm lUaa of lUa Baroafli« caBaot bt roloaaod 
bocaaat of a Dopartmonl of iMlco ardor rogarillag all mattoro of 
a eonfUlfntlal 



I rogrtt I cannot te of ho^ to VHH 

laataaco and I am rotamlaf Um o ac lo oa roa aa yoa roq^aat^ 



I'' 



MAILED. 22 

JULIO 1969 
COMM-FBI 



^ ttacoroly yoara^ 

^ J. Edgar Hoaw«r 



Badooaroad) 



1 - 





AttenUon SAC: The oditoilil waa captionod "FBI Roeordings Indlcato 
King*8 Contact To Reda.** ^ k"7(t 

NOTE: Senator Stennlsls^theSpecl^Corr^^ ^ - 

contain no record of flH|HH|H|i^|H[|^^|^HH^H|^'^^ 

^ 'article, written hy iSRncoR^oncSRninRIrBIRIBening, Jr.'^ : 
wiretap controversy and communist affiliations of King. Paul Scott was . 
admonished by the Bureau on 9-17-68 for lying and deliberately misquoting 
the Director to serve his own purpose in an arUcle concerning thf disorders 
at the Democratic National Convention In Chicago, Illinois, which appeared 
in the VNf w York Dally Cblunm" on 9-10-68. (v j A 
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0 



I ' 




QICnHeb ^(ate« ^erml* 

ALL INFORr^WTION CONtAINED 
HEREIlllS UNCLASSIFIED 

Federal Bureau of Investlgatioa 
Washington, D.C. 

for 8uoh eonslderation as the o omul oat loa 
herewith suboitted nay warrant, and for a report 
thereon, in duplicate to aocoBtpany return of 
Incloaure. 

Br directi/oV of 




JS/c 




. 9hnSStennl8 





Wr 

Mr. 

Mr. Gaie 
Itr. ItcEcn' 
Mr Sol.. 
Mr. TkTti 
Mr. Truter 

Mm 

MDbs Qm4j. 
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Jun« 20,' 1969 



e C r - - 

V>» 

Stat« of Miftsitsippi 
Dear Senator, 



V;;5^tNGT0N Ofrce 

fn\E£a{EQili2l2 



JiJnu StEHHiS 



Z an cneloftinf a photcfitat of an editorial that appeared ir: the Jackeon 
TUily Kcvs on Jono 17 1 1969—- It this ie not true, why doesn't loasrcts 
force the Justice Departaent to repudiate it^ If it is true, why itn t 
Vris ini'on.iation nade public ao that certain s>*4npa viil step trying to 
icraortaline this nan. 



If you think there is poverty aaonc the Keffroes in Vinona, Misalfcsippi, 
try and hire one to vork at any price. 




Sincerel: 




Vt&.T THE TRAVELERS EXHtfc. 



AT THE NEW YORK WORLO't FAIR 





ipn a Jfir.- way lov.drd chan^ir-; 
;:.'.c of lix ci^'.i 

i» rc^-VMr;; lo ii'.crr.bcrs a 
A:.. : >■).■.',. .LiOi Si.brcx- 
ic.'". ht.i^LX. by i\c;'iro>i:R:3- 
\:\; ;,nr, J. Rfmrry (D X.Y.) 
c:i;.:ly }.*.■:. :o ti.i: K..i; was 

idos'l ■.i.Diiciiiui cor.*:)iur.;SLs m 
the U S. 

r.i:D CIIOST WRITER 
V.'.lh li'i.ris cblnmfil fro.Ti 

tr.c: FRi ^■.as able to cor.^r.ii 
last l.'-.Ls K:'i^iiin pEC'.:, w^osd 
ir.f;;icr,ce cxlctiilii Ir.lB i'r.i 
h.sr.cM rar.lws o.' l^c ConinLnis; 
pj.-iv. USA. w3<t one cl K:r.-"s 
gf.os; (vr icrs anti c'.,.c; adviie/i 

* In «;:Jii.o:'. to li^c cvi^cncs 
. fro." Ihc rccor.1. 

'.s^;nc scvcri.! phr.: o;r:.;)hs c.' 
C.c c.vil n^iVj k"cc. .T.icur.^ 
.\>.;h cavc.t Cu;i',:v.Lnisi o?- 
cri'.cr c*. trj cf ii:c uiajor U. S. 

Kir.:, whose iS.i3svr.ai;6r. ir. 
M£;-.i;..-j5, Ter.r.., in Ap:i!, IS^S. 
n i;;;; earticd as an "f-tica ir.- 
vcit:; Mior." ty the Fiil, 
f.rs: ..wi t.-idcr covcrnmcr,; scr- 
vj/.li.-.ci in iSji wtiiti liic lite 
Robert Kennedy was AUorr.ey 

Alli-.oiigh Kcnredy stier kav- 
irj iro JuslicJ Dcpirlmcn: dc- 
r.;cd ar.y krowl cJ^c nf Kin;;"s 
survci!l;r,cc, FBI «r.a Jcsixc 
Dcpar-.r.-.cni rccortis %:.v« iic 
n-;iiariMd ihc inqui:? (liirin; a 
ccntercncc :..;:T.Ucd by KB I Di- 
rcc:r.r J E(J::.nr Unovcr, then 
Di:pj:y Af.r.rroy Gcnc.-il Ni- 
cbolfl.* rfc Kot^onb:i^^. ar.d an- 
. oir.cr ii;;;-;-rinki:i; F3I nidc. 
Ti-iO survsiUar.ee of K:r.;;, now 
urdc: f:r: iy scvcril liric Eis". 
Ccas; newir'-'s^rj, w ss uie om- 
grsxr..-. oi iniii.'.T.ai;oa Ihs; ii".c 
FBI accr.ts obtiiL'.cd durini; i:s 
iRvcs:!;;a':on oi'.dr.o'J)£r nition*! 
'-s:c'jriiv c;^c. 

\','r.:.T Kind's name was racn- 
lio.-ii:d several lin^cs by one o! 
Ihe pcri&r.s u'.wCr su.'^'iiilar.^c 
In Ihc case, it was dcruicj ihil 
the ciVjl ri^his Icr.dcr ihculd be 
pir.cci unilor rlraw 0bMiva:iDi 
Tr.c F3i iii.;Uiry, '.Twhicii cia- 
l.ni.ci: f"i" tiivcral ycsri. in- 
vplvcd rtU's's Iri^i 10 S\vcii:;r, 
cfl^i 7.7.^: Ccim-ny v.-c;i »s 
h.i pre r.T..ftr;'i lo Iciii ihi iO- 
c. .:;.-[! • po.-v Anr-v 1;.." 
ii, ..:>.-;.; V.'ttS^iinpion. 

■;V..St ir.rt othr: 
iiiii.s Ki.ij's iCi.'.i'.ics were 
■•;;;..:;! t»v F2I Dir,-:ior J. 
Zi;...' lloovjr 10 iTiicr.iicri c>; 
uv: TiLi.'.jy suscorr.miilcs short- 
ly bc:c.:o the civil rifaLs leader 
Wis iluia. 



cfircc.r.ctl iV.ii: -Jci: Injrir.i .-.■.*.!> hparir.j involv. 
■-S ;r. r;.\:-i;;,; \Vi«:-i-' Li; the case fwmcr hcsyy- 
: ]c;_<;;.:i.-j r.;d re- i*c;;ni twj v ^wmpiir. Cawiui' 

;:-.e tiri; 1 » l^^■v Oiv. • ! 

-J prc;-.:..-.:^ ta "iIj:;: TcsrtniOf/ <■> rni >s;Mi \nV. 
;. .,.( I.- Cr,nnrr.«.» ihoJ.;! ll^il Ihn tcin/ij Tvc^Icrti 

"«:>-.-.-.e Rcccssiiy, -jih.ii cnr.vcr!.r;.o;j o.' kIg* and'- 

■ Sr. alj.rrr.ir.; wis ti'o rBI'-siCliv wcrr rercr.lr.i. jn one fn-i, 
■c:-". f.:i trc lawr,.i.k. »'"'''«. J"'-i« Ir.srar.am pro-.. 

c.-.s !no:: ihc c\;rar.;C.r.;..-v »ifr« n.iuncfd il ft nailer or tiJiUnnal'' 
!o: U;c.:.ii Ho..^c S?:.M.c:'.- Jc:.n i Jc-u-'Hy and rc/ujed to let it be 
i > \ Ci r.-r. .-.c . 7r. is ;o r;r. iiio.i ' mid c public. 
,i.or.^ oi;ii.'.- r.-icrl.-.; /i.r- 1 Clay, convictrd of draft cloj-- : 
irishrJ tv li-.c c.-.ir%ca ir.c in June. 15:7. and ter.icnccti I 

lycdjr.T.-.ck li rr.rkr rx.c.Nivc ' 'o f.vt years tn pnsrin, is afv| 

■ prcpari:.(.r;s i.'.cl..-:.",; ;ri£ al^ri- icaUn;; his coovjcitan, Tfic U. j- 
■in; 6[ ur.Li.'u; ci-.'cr.d S. Supreme Comi oriJeredj 
|t:.c Ci''. J' £;-::.s. K r. 5 plans ln."r;.i;am to hold a hearing Io[. 

10 ciiisc ::i:.!Viivc ti ^r 1:7.110:1. ; «e whether Illegal wiretaps ics- 
1 Tr.i Ho-sc Dcmo:r.-.;ic leiC-^"'""!' lo ' convict 

crs. all s'..-o.-.;; su-poncis of ;hc '-.';'>'• J 
' lloth Ihc movement lo markf 
Ki:i2':i lirlhday as a jiailoaal 
hol.tlcv sr.cl tlic liousion court 
hc.-irin;; cleariy iridicaie that the 
final oiaptcr in the Martin Kinf 



:ito 



Prcsi.-c.-.; Kcr.r.i^iy, were 
\ rc"ulc.l!y ^!'.ocV:eu a: tr.^ puiicr- 
,tV3B Un;:i;a;c Xinj use.l in pri- 
|vc*c cc:!vcrs::l:ons about the 

j''oofcr''rSr.l..:s in the FDI I «'^^ '» >^ 
[f.lr^ deal: cxtcr.^ivclv with hist D^.Ttocrnt.c Whip 

r,riv:tc ]jie. acco.-djr; lo the | 
I lc;;:s:a:or£, ar.d showiid ihfti 
'there wcro two Ki"?s— or.e ths 

:;.d:ic binv and the nthcr 

kr.O'.vr. or.ly to his closest) 

I tii-n.-.s ar.d the FBI. | j^cnn^jy ^-as invited «s aciin; 

Allf-.tu;;.! no so«rnnicnl, jj^j^ior jcadcr to Ihc 
;a;er.cy or ccmjr.isswn h5s;|\').;,e House rr.cc'.in- called by 
_-.aoc a iijcjy c; Kir.; s lo^S" ■ p.-^sirtcnt Nixon lo brie: con- 
ra.-.re str«ic;v of prcie.st. tnc" J grrjsionol leaders on his ihd- 
is c.-.i-,-:i cvid-^r.cc in iiic | way contcrcncc with South Vict- 
,0: ihe r3: to sr.ov that Kir.;;'s nj-n-j president Thicu. 

.- ...... , n-^.-c pro-, .^yj,^^ Kennedy iMvttA up at 

U.c \Vhiic Koiitc lor Ihc confer- 



Ed- 

-U Kcn.icdy (D. Mail.) pa;n- 
1,...,V learned a lesson in White' 
I iIo.ise protocol last wfck. 
! WiUi Senate Mijoniy Leader 
;Ml.c MariS.'icld (D. Mom) 
, awsv from \Va shin;: :nr.. 



coil WIS ic c.-ciic a IT. 
. tciL nio-. ;!.-c.-.t. \Vi;h the rr-.cve- 
ir.icr.i, Ki.-j ird his advisors 

hopra to force a radical chsn-c 
[ir. tMs cour.lry's (omi 0' jov- 

crr.n'.c.it. 



cnro with Senator Stuart Sym- 

ir.;;;on (D. Mo.), an ouupoitcn 
critic of N'bion's VicLnim and 
de,'cn5c policias, a \^'hilc House 



{ Kind's ]caaer.Cij? Usk was lo .^^^^^ ,,,oul the LUcr', 
tc.v2 the ovcr-ijl rr.oveir.trit pj.j,j^j,j.f 
j-molion" ana an acceptable, Kennedy's reply was. lul h» 
("imase" lhat woutn siV-.ict nil- b.-oi,;^! .Syniin;ion along to 
i lions of ne;roc.>, your.- people, j ^^^^^^j hricfm-. After con- 
I the poor. clcr;y, ani. those [ s„iiaiion with ihe President, the 
I diwnchir.tcd wiUi the Vietnam j ^.^.^^j^ ^^jj^^ .,,.,^1^ ^^p<>ried that 
! ivar. I Syinincion couldn't ailcod lijice 

; His taeiics jn char;ir.2 his.^^iy consrcssionai leaders' of 
.pro'.cs: leadership from one of jj.,, y^^^ .^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ -^^ 
;c.vil ri;hii 10 inU-«ir. »r.i;-[^j.^j 

:33vc:ty. ar.d anu-sovcrr.racnij . Sym.n;lon was lold that U he 
|du.^r.; the closxs cayi o_.^h^^ wanted a icparale. brief injr on 



Lfc w=.-c psrt of this firand 

Mor.s TO cor.iE 

•ft-ioiicr most <{ these F3I 
record! r.-s. sincj many of tiien 
de.l with national sccuniy 
ca-^cs sliil under nvesiigaiion. 
wiU ever be itvcalcd by the 
Xixnn AdnirJsu-ation Is conjee- 

llL.jl. 1 

Shf.ultj *upSorlei> of Klnj. 
hov.ever, p::r.-,? new iite n.io the 
st.-.llcd drive 10 ' Cor-sress to 
create a n-lior.al hoi. day hor.o.-- 
In:; hir.i. dcm.'.nds cou:.: bfK>mc 
.Theor.ii.n;; fro-. ant.-Kir.;; Ic 



the Midu-ay jncctine Utat It 
coi;id be oiranjcd later. Oa 
hcarin" this, Sitninctoa left Uie 
Vr-Ue House while Kccacdy yitu 
leil speechless. • . 



cucnon 



PnEDlijTLN'ATIO.V 



.1 



^ li is reported Uial the Grace 
._ . -o-.z ih.ii ilc-ovcr bo calVed io;Biipiist Ciiurch on Capilol Hill, 
iti..ly. U i^.it occ^irs, the : Wa scansion, I>, C, is to be nc- 
"ii.-.rii.-. Ltlh-cr K.n;; tales' i moved to the . subarhs, liic 
ciii'.c. DSCjaii 0.3 a-^^'S IrAeirbcra of this . 75->'>5r-3'i(i 

Far ncrff. tha or.iy ptib'.ic cor.- church having; found the locaUon 
firir.auo.i 0: tec ICinj rccorkio^s nssaic, , - 
ccr.cs fro.-a Houiiia Fcfierall . Womca mcabcr* hava " beca 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO :Mr. W. C. Sulliv^^^ 



1 - Mr. C. D. 
1 - Mr. W. C. 
1 - Mr. T. E. 

DATE: 7/2/69 



DeLoach ^ „ , 
Sullivan c«>nr««j 
Bishop 




FROM C* Moore* 




T«>lt»r 




SUBJECT :MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SEJCURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 





4. 
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A letter has been received from Represeftuetive Robert L. 
Leggett (D) of California, asking for comprehensive briefing 
concerning the late Martin Luther King, Jr., and his alleged 
affiliations with communists and communist front organizations. 
Recommended that attached letter be directed to Leggett indicating 
that although his interest in this matter is appreciated, it is not 
possible to furnish him any data concerning the matter involved. 
Leggett being furnished copy of Evening Star article 6/19/69, 
captioned "King Wiretap Called RFK*s Idea." 

Ve have had limited but cordial relations with Leggett 
in connection with constittient matters. He voted against appro- 
priations for the House Committee on Un-American Activities (now 
called the House Committee on Internal Security) in 12/65, and 



1§3 

^ against the Omnibus Crime Bill in 6/68, because of the wiretapping 
?0 — ^and confessions provisions. He claimed the above provisions would 
^^^^ fl^r^ to a?police state. Leggett has been in touch with some 
communist- bloc embassies. 
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In his letter to the Director, Leggett requested a * ' \ 
comprehensive briefing regarding King and his affiliations with 
commxmists In em effort to "separate fact from fiction." 

In view of the various ramifications involved In the King 
matter, it is not believed any Information should be given to 
Leggett. Release of additional facts by him would certainly result^ 
in widespread publicity and prompt numerous inquiries to us by 
Members of Congress and FBI critics. 

RECOMMENDAIIOM; /^',c^^7^^SC</S 

If you approve, the attached letter will be directed to 
Leggett noting that while his interest in this matter Is appreciated, 
it is not possible to furnish him any data concerning the matter 
about which he wrote. Leggett being furnished copy of ^/ 1^/69 
article from the Evening Star mentioned above. 

Enclosure 
100-106670 








ALL INFORMATION CUNrAINBD ^ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



HooonUtH. R. OroM 
EoaM ot RtpnMOtatlvw 
Watfilactoo, D. C. MSU 



Via 



bMonestvidi 



iiit«r*«lia thi«aiutt«r, «ilfacr Itea Hit mloMd •opiM 
•f MvsartlcUi^ tlUi potslfalt for mt lo fturnlA 
ma m d^ 6&ncmasnt Iht iimU«r tbout ^vliloli fo« i 
Itm far* tiai yoa vUl «iuter0Uatf Ihf tmmM yMth 
9r«e2adt nr Mag of MffliUxM^ to joa la lids taMaa^ 



MAILCD 10 

JUN241969 

COMM-FBI 



J. Edgar Hoover 



TD)»on 



^ Roi«n 

SuUivon 




•^aIto?KeBnedy OKd Tapping of Dr.Klng's ^^<>^^'^^^^^* 

"King Wretap Called RFTb Wea" (Evening Star, 6/19/69) 

1 - Mr. DeLoach (sent with cover memo) 
1 - Mr. Sullivan (sent with cover memo) 
1 - BIT. Gale Xsent with cover memo) 
- Mr» M. A. Jones (sent with cover memo) 



[OTE: See T 
Oj'Martin Luther 



MAIL ROOM I I TELETYPE Umr I 1 



.E. Bishop to Mr.DeLoach memo dated 6^3^59 je 
sr King, Jr., Security Matter-Commui^^^tvOi**^^/^^ 




>1. R. GROSS 



WATmuoa wwA 



ffa«T OmCC AMD OVK. 



CongresCK of tte iHnfteb fttatetf 

J|ouiB(e of ^tpxtfitntati\M 
WaKbinston. 20515 



June 19, 196S 




Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington^ D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 




0ATE3JL2il 



ir' Mr. C»ns.h»n__^ 

mm 



Mr. ToUo^^/^ 
Mr. DcLolch--.- 




Mr. Trotter. 
Tel*. Roo m - 
Ifiis Solnes 
Min Ga&c 



I have become Increasingly concerned in the past few days, as 
certain you have, over certain attacks on both yourself and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation over the mattei^of the wiretap star- 
ve 11 lance involving the late Dr. Martin Luther^ing, Jr« 




yuii icnvw f 



x^ecOc^d that SlmsnaE^ie 5 of 



certain conversations between this Individual and one of the most 
influential members of the Communist Party, U.S.A. » ^ere provided 



■iS'rJ • also 



by you some time ago to members of a House Appropriations Subcom- 
mittee. 

Further, it has been reported in the press that this communist par 
member was one of Dr. King's speech writers and chief advisors. 




V*, In addition, it is now known that the late Attorney General Robert 
F. Kennedy personally authorized this wiretap surveillance and that 
his successor, former Attorney General Nicholas deB* Katzenbach has 



stated that he officially knew of the surveillance. 




am, 



therefore, convinced beyond any doubt that, since this informa-jr* 
I ^ tion is now In the public domain, tha|: since the American people 

purposes and activities, and that since the attacks upon the good 
iname of the FBI are based in large part on that picture, a more com-n|/ 
iplete accounting of this man's activities Is due the citizens of 
|thls nation and would most deflnlt^]^ be in the national interests fp^^ 

Accordingly, I would appreciate^t If y< 

detail as possible, that the wiretap surveillance of Dr. King was 



■v> i 

re.-.. 



0 



»e in the national interest i ni ^ 
''du would 'confirm, in as much I 



occasioned by his 

munlst party. ^ q 




22 JUL 16 1959 




^* J. Edgar Hoover 



-Page Two- 



• June 19, 1969 



I Concerning approval of this surveillance, would you describe the 
occasion on vhich such approval was requested and received? My 
understanding is that a conference vas held Involving yourself, 
an aide, Mr, Kennedy and Mr. Katzenbach. Is this correct? 

I would also appreciate any facts you deem appropriate to give to 
me that demonstrate the extent to which Dr. King may have dealt 
with a member or members of the communist party* 



With kindest personal regards. 




HRG/dj 



July 8, 1969 
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T*Imm _ 
D*L«Mdt 



C«U(*an 
Conrad _ 

r.it 

Col* 



Sullivan 

Tav»l 

Tmttw 

T«l«. Room 

HoIm* . 

Gndy 



In rtply to your lotter which I reeelT6doa7ul| M, 



Dear 



information contained in our files muet be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. I am» 
bowerer, enclosing some material concerning the work of the FBI 
In the field of Civil Rights which I hope will be helpful to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

J, Eds»r Hoowr i 



Libertie 

Enclosures (2) The Federal Bureau of Investigation: The Protector of Civil / 
The FBI. . . Guardian of Civil Rights 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
Zip code per National Zip Code Directory. 
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nt. a. ID8AK I007B 

oppicB or UK DiitiCTcat 
FXDRAL BnuutJ OP iiTBTiarzoi 



PBAS MR. lOOTBti 



ALL INFORMAiiONCuiwrtiiip 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFID 



VX OIDMSTAID WAT m P^.I. WW Mfi 1 COIIJ»Un MPORt 01 MiMII WTUR 



KXic ilia} TU unki^A^juLK aajc Ai^uAyi 2x1 xm» iv csuxfj 

UXP HAT QIO U IBFOBBIBU PCS mil OP lU CIAOTIC i6iO)ITIO]» TUT BIST TOOAI 
nUT U IITUK 1US A COmiTJiaST OR CGMfUnST STVBLTUm. I UfAGIB THAT TU CGKPUTt 
RXPORT VXU fit MAPS PUBUC TBtl tOOI AID I TIIIK HAT AXBtlCAV IS SBTITUD TO ncm 

nS PACK. I BKUIV^K CVKI TU UAC7I0»SIS TILL fO lOU IXTSIT UKVAXJQATt TUU COUXSX 
mil TU PACK AU MASK CLW. 




p 



I BILOK TO AV OIlGimATIOK RSFUSI1ITII6 OVA U500»000. PROPU AS) Z PUL 
TUT SOME OP Iff C0LLU6UB AU miXUD TO OOff TU TRtlTl. X VOtllD AISO STROVOIX BSLIBVS 
TUT SOttn OR UTn« OOH ORGAKIUTIOK MUST TAB A CTAXD OV CIVIL SISORDBBS. II COIiniKT- 
lOI I AM AUO UQWTIBG IRIPUCATB COFIB OP TU UFORT 01 lf*L. EUO. I WOUXX) A2S0 UB 
TO DOT lOir OUR ORGAHIUTIOI iQHiTB IISBIP TO UK CIVIL RIGiTB lOVBttlT II MKRAI,. 
UT WE AUO TAB TlIS OPPORtUIITr TO TURK TOU. AS ULL AS TRTSTIIO TUT ffl BULL RSCBIT. 
TU APOUniTIOIID DOCWSnS 11 TU TBRT BAR PV70RS. TUUIIC TO0. X AM, 




) 



0- 



/ ir-^— \(JJ> ^70 



C JUL 



O toc/t 
WW 




ffPC 3^ /^-yJ (^(^TO- r HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE5d[3tlj_BYS£lA£jiliL 





b rt^ to tte Inqoiry la xoar totter oC July i«t, with 
•BCloaar*, I can aMore yew tbat I have BeTer madft any ctatement ^ 

tbe f ffect lhat liCiLrtin Lather King, Jr. 9 was a commonUt or Marxist 
Wormatioo soch as this, whether substantiated or not, cannot be . 
released because o£ a Department of Justice order regarding all matters 
of a confldenttel nature. 



MAiLEasa 

JUL 8 -1969 

COMM-FBI 



Steeerely yours, 



NOTE: Based upon available information, correspondent I0 not 
Identifiable in BufUes. Correspondents stamped, seU-addressed 
envelope being utilized in reply. 



T«l«w _ 
DtLoodi 



1.M G:]cas (3) 



Bltbop 

Ca.p«r — 
Callow » 
Conrad — 

F.lt 

Gol. 

RoMn 

Sullt»«i 

T«v.i 

Ttotiw 

T.I.. Roam 
Holm.! 
Candy 



Lb. 

dEC.D KESDlKf." tj-r 




ETYPE OHIT 
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BOSTWICK, GEORGIA 30623 



July 1, 1969 



Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 



Mr. Tolsoji.. 
Mr. Del/.aci 
M.-^hr .... . 

Ca.pcr 
Cal.a-.a:. 
Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen — 
Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trot ten- 
Room— 
Holmes 
Uias Gandy^ 



J, Edgar Hoover 

c/o Federal Bureau of 

Investigation 
9th Street and Pennsylvania Ave, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Kr. Hoover 1 

I am pastor of a Methodist church in Korth 
Georgia. Recently In a Sunday School discussion 
a member of our church quoted you as saying in a 
speech and also in a newspaper article that **Kartln 
Luther ^ i ng, Jr . was a communist and Marxist," 
Several of the adults including myself question 
this statement. To clarify even further the issue 
I am writing you to see if you acutally said this 
of Dr, King. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

In His Service, 




ALLlrirUR:.mT10rJC0NTAlNtU 
rfrJfe ' HERON IS UNCLASSIFIED. 

^|?M, ■ 



omOMu io*a HQ. »t 
MM. we. M>. t' 



ERNMENT 




DATE: 




^ UNITED STATES 

-A ' 

TO : Mr, W, C. Sullivi 

/ ^ 

FROM : G. C. Moor^^fi^^^ 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 

Ptirsuant to Mr. Tolsoh's instructi/(ns, the document ^ 
entitled "Communism and the Negro Movement - A Current Analysis" y 
(the Director's copy is attached), has been reviewed. This ^ 
dociment was furnished to Carl T. Rowan by cover letter dated 
December Tj 1964, when Rowan was Director of the U.S. Information 

) Agency. The document has been reviewed for elaboration on the 
facts set forth therein and the documentation for the information Ov 
has been set forth. / 

As mentioned above, the Director's copy of the / 
document sent to Kowan on December 7, 1964, is attached. The 
second document^ which is enclosed contains a listing by page 
and paragraph number of the information set forth in the 
document. At the top of each page there has been set forth 
information which appeared in the original document. This data 
is underlined. Thereafter on each page, where appropriate, 
there is set forth an elaboration of the facts involved and 
documentation showing where the infotmatlon involved may be 
found in our files and sources involved. 



i 
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ACTION: 



None. 



Enclosures • 2 
100-106670 



1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop 

C. Moore 



5 



For information. 

REG-5 



1 




JJD:fsh (8) 



Dunn 




liEKLi;; JJOlA- .^l! Ill) 



EOUTJi iiM r 



1 



I)' 



ENVELOPE 



O Si: 



1 - Ur* Belnoni 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
nr. Deloach 
Mr, Evans 
1 - Mr; Rosen 

1 - Liaison 



U^ltcci rtates XaJcra&tion Aseacy 
17 Va Pcriraylvania Avorao^ KorthT;-e34. 



December .'7«^, 1964 

ET UAISOS! 

1 - J, F, Bland 

1 - F« J* Baiungardner 




Dear Kr. Ho-jan; 



X t'lio-oEht you rould be 4nte?estod in the ^ 
enclosed c^wroat otuUy entltlod "Ccauxinica naa tbo Hcsro 
Eoi'euaut— A Ciwent Analyoaa." Copies ti>^ 
dsciaont era boias furaiahcd to Intosostod cJ2icial3 
of the CoTornsieat, . ' .. 

Tho oc\::rcco TMsed 4a tho escloavre l»ave 
*u=-ni£:Iied rcXlatlc icioraatioa 4a tUo t-st, Rnd bcoaaso 

clccslSlod SocroW Ul^oa recovaX of classifiea 
etoloDure, this lottear bocoaos tttolasci^ied.^^^ 

Sinoerciy yousa. 



- jr 



o 



100-4^2529 






Kors : 

So« cover nemorandizin TV. C Sullivan to Mr. Belmont, 
dated 11/27/64 re "Conmunism and the Kegro Movement--^ 
Current Analysis," SFP: jad/fhd. 



r*r eunini ^ 



•/•AIMJIFCFKATIOH 
1 -^ -^^EPT WHERE SHOW 
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.t—J TELETYPE UNIT 
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ENCLOSURE ^--ffeT^n^ 



I' 





Plastiplato 
Yellow file copy 
Ur. Beln^ct 
Mr. Mohr 
Ur. DcLoacb . 
Er. Evans - 
Ur. Rosen 
Hr. Sullivan • - 
Mr. Bland- 




uovsisrr- 



K9vca&)cr^« 1034 



iCnSIH IS UIVCLASSIFIID 

KTCEFI WiERF SHOW 




Introduction ••«••* *«*««»*«*«t««*« 

Easd In Band 

A Dedicated Coisaunlet •••••••«•••««••• 

Alllence with Kins •••••••««t«« •«•■•« 

^tte TiQO Xe Xovr'* 

Flnaceial Support •«««•«-••••••**•«'•* 

Klns-Levlcon Contacts Gu&rded •«•«•••••«•» 

Eunter X>ltt8 0*J>all 

AetlvltlcB Blended ^,«***« «••••••••*• 

Tvrofold Purpose « • •'« • • • • • • • « • • • • • 

0*D3ll*& Eacposure • «« « • • « • « « ««« 

■ ■ ■ ■ * 

Cing*s Boftctlon • • • » • • • • .« « ^ • • • • • • • 

Reluctant Action • « « • • • • • • • « • « • « • 




The Second Factor 



4 




toMeet. 




CommunlBt Affiliations Ignored .••••«.•«•« ft 

SuBtln*B Curront Role ••••#»«•••••••• ft 

Advisory Coroltteo Establl&bed ••••••«•••* 8 

KinB*6 Attraction for Ootaaunlea •••«•••••• 9 

KlBg*8 "GfaoDt T7rltcr8** ••»•«•••••«•••• 9 ^ 

King: Hl8 Personal Conduct « ■•••• ft 

Direct CPUSA Xnvolvcaent ••••••••«»••• f 11 

Violence Blnted ••••#••.12 

Party Eecrultment Planned •••••••••••••12 

OoBaunlst 2n Action ••••••••••••••••12 

Aim to Eelghten Tension ••••••••••••••13 

Conclusion •••••••••••••••••••••13 



-.11*. 




m 






I nt redact ion . . ' 

The racial UQs*e&t in the United States ic currently tbe 
target for a dcterLalncd concentr&tloti of coru&uniet effort, 
COssaunlGts are using every neaos poesible to divert tbe course and 
force of tho unrest Into support of communist objectives. 
Iion£:-ran{;e cotsaunict strategy looks to the establishment of a 
Kcc;ro-labor coalition rhicb tbe con:muniBt6 hope to be able to 
i&anlpalate as a pox^erfiil political*action treapon. Using this 
veapon, thoy ain to provoke clans Btrurjgle and pronote le:;l6l3tion 
which can cerve as a etcp tOT.£rd a coizaunlst syate? of govcrnnont. 

At flrct (glance y the cosisunist goal eay seeia unreall&tic. 
But it develops renllBtic potential i^ben ell aspects of current 
cozr.;3unist tpctlcs bcins; used in connection vith the current racial 
situation are viewed in their totality, liore^ It constitutes a 
national security problem in ll£;ht of tbe fact that the Individual 
playing a mowt dominant role as a lerding r.pokeetaan for tho 
esticatcd 20 Zuillion Kcgroes in this country has knovlngly, 
ffilliuf^ly, and reculnrly cooperated with and taken guidance from 
coaniiinists. This individual—Martin Luther Eing*-ha6 used the 
co:aiauniL^tc and, in turn^ has been used by then In an alliance 
that could bave serious consequences both for the Negro Koveaent 
end this Hation/^j 

Bend in Hnnd 




In Kins^B rise to national proainenc'e since his leaderebip 
of the bus boycott by licsroec In ISontsoaery, Alabaoa, -in l&se^ be 
has been closely allied vith cosaunlsts* He has shorn not only a 
villin^nens but even an eagerness to accept connunist aid, to 
support conuaunist causes, to associate and confer vrith prominent 
cocisiucict leaders, and to vork closely vith and rely upon the advice 
and GTuidcncc of dedicated coss^^unicts vith concealed aflllilitions, 
dcspito tho fact that they have been Identified reliably to bim as 
such. J^i^ 

81 nee 1956, coKiaunists close to King have blended their 
actions c?d.lXfully into his organization, tbe Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC), and bave done so clearly with bis 
approval c^]J 



- * 




A l>ge!icatod CcrrranlBt J jL) . . ■ 

0n3 of tho InUividualSy for esaur/le, xtIid Iiavo greatly 
faciXitatcd Kl&^*o riso to pro::;iinex:cp In rocont years 



0 jl/^vj.u juuvxt^vru* 



And successful buslnescz^itui v\\o tits bcoa bclplns Kinr;, ho nlBO Is & 
Bliretrdf dodicatod coirsuQlot and Is Unovm ta Buch by Kinc*i 




ZiovlBou c^avlt&tcd to £!jirtln I/Jtlicsr Clai^^a ox'canlzaOion iu 
105G rnd annlic^d equal Ccdicstica In Gupx>ort of Elan's ccttvi\;lC3* 
Ha quiclily' dGvolopod a clc30 pe-yGonal rolctloQ3hlp witli Clns* ^ 

as a rcal-cstnto caa trho spent half his tlx:;o helping Viixiz* 1001 » 
ho vzB Assistant Vl^ootiurcsf of the SCLC* 



In Uiu cr*pp3rt of Slnj*B activities clcco 19Cdt t*ovlson 
has c;:i3on{:'!Od prodialcTiis of for t3 la Eln^'c bohaXf, Ho hca actively 
Involved bln:sclf In fund-raising drives for Elnsp served as his 
Ic^'al counsel iu certain rsatters, cuircj'^tGd epcecti aaturial for hlc, 
dj^cuf^scd vltli £ia{; dojionstrations In \L'hlch TiXu^z vras Involved , 



4 « 

AWi^c^U 



<frA MMnAM^Al 

Ufck£W*S7 



api^oarancos and cpoaklnc conr:iit!:iontG» and holpod Jila -v?lth oattcrs 
related to su:tlcles and boolsa King has prepsvod,"' ^ 



••Tho Tin© la H6u^ 



Lovison also played a roXo In tlie ovolvosiont of plans 
that led to the tlarch on yashlnoton on August 20« 1963« 



- 2 - 
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Ci*irrlr.ally 2ro:::?o loadcri3, priacipally A, Philip Randolph, 
Frczjidcnt ©2 tho Brothor-bood o^Z Sleopdii:^ Car Fortors and bead 
oS tho ITs^ro Ar.si'icaa tribcr Ccniacii, Lad propc^od & c!irch on 
tl^'j Katioa's r:ii>lti>l flCTiOtltiO i» tl-e Fa?T or X0C3, CuiisooiuGatly, 
Ci io-* cc-iirultx::? vith I.ov;.':oa| Vflio {i:ri*c-:>^» thr.t "tho tlna Is* 
iivT./," :!artin tat:.";^? IMaa POi:^?u tho liixt.ir.tivcr anti necurod the 
co::>:::zTytic.n o- t::c? ct!iux lorJii*.^ Liacuin.*; Kisfc'a pro:,';c3r.l 

fci- au c::.i iJ.c? curcti-— a uovc* tUat put Kin;; B-^xz^oly lia tto 
lorofrost cf t!2-3 cvoata bs thoy devoXopod.fIg) 

Part of IC:!r::;'B tP-^cat cloncnilonca ca Swanl;?y li cvlrcn Is 



tloarvtcd IrjTCO c-j^r; o2 nonoy to Iii:^ ^'hon A'aZkcIs rcro lo*;?. Ea 
na?.d Lov.isoa -tth^ vary cio.:^o lo Tix;:, Jia;3 his ccrifido^co coa* 
pictolyi p-n-u M*a3 ono 0'2 tho f orj poOi>2G T^Iui couxd got K3.ni>* aloao, 
Civa Ilia cGv^.co, and aX,vnyG hr-vc tt ticc:?i?to(2» 

Eir;? «* tiOVlrson Con* nets Gunrc!cd 

AlthcA'4tli Eii^a has atte:ai»tcd to coxiutnin covert his 
cfJDoclatioa ril-U toviaoa anu teop to a t>ra*o zilaiaiir: personal 
fc^^citir^s bot'a'C-oa iho teo, cuc3i nootin^t? ht-vo been olrscrvod. On 
I<Q'7c-I:or 20, 19 '^3, Elri^ not p-'rsscaally T?ith Lcvison ot the 
Xntc-iiatioar.l Hotol, Lleuaociy Zntoi-nrtticnal Ali»poi?t, YorU City* 
nito vas a rcvcn rcn*3t0:*od dti tho nrn:io o2 oac of King's 

X"cr>7 Ycri^ City era Jas'UGi'y 6 cnQ ^ccnirvry 7, Xtoia:; the 

p.->riod rrj?ch T-IO, ICC^', X,o\^ir?ou D'etat cc«:?s2.CiO.Trv'>lo t5no la tho 
Aslasits, GDorsil!:, b?£icD3 of lha BCtC* , Kiaj Trna occupied in 

10S<1, witxicisscu tci'lsoa diriiucr nt the Klii^ r^j-dojico. Ono o£ 
tI:o piii'p63cc? cf tliooo narc^i, 13'>1, visitc vith Kin::; a 
diocucHioii es to i^hothoy Daycrd 5vii*3tia vnB to ifo hii-cd by the SC;.^, 

(1) 

Sinca April, ISC^l, tovico^'s contacts uiuh Ilirs have hcz.\i 
hi jicjlod throu::li r.n l:rbGr^.!(3ulcry, Clarciico Joaa's, \;ho is alno 4t 
^j!?oi'Tc;\t nclvic;©? to Ilis^* vo:xca in Gonorr*! Couasol fo? tho 
Gnidhi Cocioty i?or nmnn Ri^litr;, c fund^rrir^^in:: adjuijct of tho 

«Toao3 on Dcvcral occa;3io:iS la tho Sprir:? and Sttsnior cf 1>C>4* 
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J . SECRET 

Jonos, in diecussins LevieoB with Cing, usually roferia to Lovison 
as •'our tricncj." On reptonl^or 29, 1004, Jonoa &:;aln laet xdth 
Xtovlson at the latter *8 office* The cubjoct was tmsincos relating 
to the £CXiC. Oa October 30, 1&64| plaais vere usderray for ft 
personal ecetlcs of Kins eud Jones «lth Lcvison %-blch vas to take 
place in the ccar future in Atlanta^ Georgia. In preparation for 
this ncctin^, Jones told Kin^: to think about xrhat role Levison 
could plcy in the future, eddlti^ that Levieon had been helpful 
in tho pn3t« On 17ovc3ber 24, 1C34» Kin:; cont&ctcd Jones and 
ashed th::t Joccs and Levicon, anion^; others, i^bnit five«4iiinute 
speeches vhich Kinj could uso in acccptir-c the Hobol Peace Pri^e, 
I Kins vould celect the best material froD theste epeeches. 

Hunter Pitts O'Eell 





There are ttx> iri^ertant points that should be noted in 
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1C60, it lecraed that efforts vera bein^ tiaJe by the Party to 
ect O'toll into a special typo of activity. About the earse tine, 
a Party official stated that the.I^rty vas in a position to place 
people iu Hartir Luther Cinq's orcaniratlon, tho CCLC. Subfsequoctly, 
in 1961, O'JTxjll rri3 Ckodo acini nlstrat or of tho £CLC*s Hex? York 
office. In adcZition, txvo other Purty lacubers. Hazel Gray and 
, Lorctta Pauker, vorked there under 0*Z)ell at one tlno or another. 

Activities Clcndsd r 

The operations cf the CCLC's Key Tork Office illustrate 
hoy ccnnaniste blended their activities into eupport of Kics. A 
ciajor function of tho office is the solicitation of funds for XCiag 
through letters nailed out over his signature. It appears, for 
exaisplo, that the caallin^ list for one such solid t at ioa that 
used by the publishers of tho *'2«ational Guardian," a veekly 
publication vhich has been cited cs **a virtual official propaganda 
arai of Soviet lUicsia,** 
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O* Pollys i:;:posure 

Au opportunity tor the. cotnsualsts to put 0*rcll dlrectlj 
on the scene pcrmaneatly in rcx&rd to thc^ voter reslstrfetlon drive 
oroso in June, X9S29 vhen Kins: centioncd to Levispn thnt bo vas 
thinkins of adding an adainistrativc assistant to hi^ staff. 
Lcvison recckuaendcd 0*I>cXl, vho ves stilX £ervin<; as boad of tbc 
^ZIC^B t^evr Yoi'k office, and Cinj eaid be liked the idea« It is 
.cXer.r th&t, at line. King vas veil ewaro of 0*I)ell*8 coissunisl 
IcffiliatloasJ 




iSubscuiuont to Lcvison's proposal^ O'Dell vent to Atl&nt; 
to \t'ork for the ECLC and used the n&mo J. U, 0*Cell« But in 
October, 1962| several ncvrspcper articles cxxtoseil his connection 
t7ith the BCUC end bis cooauniBt af jCiliations. 
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ZicQ roacicd by. tryisc to ninipilzo 0*I)<^3'3.*6 role 
vlth the CCX^* no said i^ost o£ 0*Z>oXl*9 vork had boon in 
tlio Korth and sirply involvod mllln^ prococluros. Ho also 
tried to Irply l^iiornriao oi any ccsrnurjlst al^lliatlojr; ob 
tho part o2 0*£>oll tied stcxtod that 0*Dcll bad tcirporarlly 
reciirjaod pcnclluj an tClC liiquiry lata tho catter* 

C*D3ll»s ytcn^Drary rc^ijjnatioa" coosisted of hio 
rotum to 17ov Tori:, vlaoro he coctlnuoc! to crjorato oat of tho 
&CLC»c oSTfico, no rcnainsd tlioro until Ju^y^ 1003 p trhon Eicg 
adviccd bin hiXi "te:n:-Jorary res?-3a^itloa" titir! boli^s nado 
peruoxiGnt , no-'c, as Ein:; pat It, bocauso tlio ECX/J iaq^iiry 
had diGcXo3cd any prc30jr6 coauoctioas bcwt/coa O^PoXl and the 
CirJ^A but bocaiiso of thoasotional public vczipoaso* 

* * ■ 

noluctant Action 



Yot It ia laiiXTa that, j>i*lor to bis action in nalslns 
O'l-oll'D reeducation pomajiont, Kia3 not only had in<licaiod 
he tno^ of O'ScH'o cft^nist aff iliationo but actually 
had i'OGOived is^omiation on tv^o coparato occcvslo:;s frca 
uninp:^achablc sources that 0*I>oll \.as dofinitoly a cor^jnist* 
In fact, it can bo said that Kis^ too!: action on O 'Poll 
reluctantly and only after bo ins ursod to do 6o laoat urgently 
and c:3rihatically by hish lovol and a^ain, uniT^pcachable 
lauthoi'ity. In addition, even ai'ter o*l>oii*8 "porziaaont rcsigna- 
jtioa" vas accepted, he is too.Tn to have transacted business 
for tlio CCLC latfev tho oace nonth and thoro is evidence , 
that Kii53 continucn to rely on 0*DoH for assistance. In 
February, 1CG4, Kii:^ aocoptod e3 a •'\?cnderful BuCi'ecstioa" a 
proposal by 0*Dell that O'ltoll prepaid a lottor to bo 
disti*ibutcd over i:iK?;'s oianatuvo rolatins to Kind's 
cppoiatacnt as chairuaa of an ad hoc couaitteo to defend . 
a 0roup oZ iritojrration loadors \sho were under indictnent 
by tbe^JuoticQ Pcjparcaout for bavin:: perjured thcuseivcs 
before a Federal Grand Jury» 0*Dell furnished Kins with a 
craft cf the proposed letter T/hich t^-ns then prepared in 
tho Cprira oC 19G4 for iaac3 distribution on SCl^ stationery . 
and bearicj tho xmrportod Bicnattiro of Sins* ^ 





The Second Factor 



Bayard Rustln 



Another of King's key ndviBors ie Bayard Rustin xrho 
one tlnie \?as Assletnnt Secrcttry of the SCLC. ' King said ho 
to let Rustin go becauco tbey Btarted havlnft orobleoe 
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bad p*-j-.2^?iy J^ixii*:"^ tod also r^'ji^c^iy cT^P22f^ 



v r:.^:^^-^ corr.m ^ 

;:?tS^^^^^ t?f S^iti^ thr.t bo did not cnr. vao tesw 

it* 



irsi^-t^iUi Ciirrcr^t role 



ocnno&tioa n'X^r--.*.-- 10 19i>i. lit Oslo. :;&rvay. 

at or-o 02 tUcac aifcviJK!, i-^^ \\ ^ 







Attraction £o£^ Coarsinlsna 



I'Svo other f*i-t3os of Kiiij cro Copdy Vivian^ Director o2 
Af:flliatcs of t!i© SCLC, and Panclolpli Blnslrrcilj BCIC Pi-ojrani 
Coorulnator. Both tUose lii£;Uvich.\als siro tc^zs^x isanibars tho C!>i;$A. 



D-jriEcr tiio latt<af,part ot 1003 and oarly 1064, ElA^ 

a uttj^oi* of oc3aslcns rcjc:rcli!2:x tlio csstoat odf this l>co!: aad actively 
pnrticipn,te<l In te:r^^^i-vi.CD5 uitii tUa i^bilE:i&r3 rc^jmlins tbo boo:;, 
TbiiJ trool:^ vliicli c:ititie4 **V;i:y Caa^t UAxt" uss publSs-iC4 ta 
JiinDy IS 34* Xn tli^ g^trry y^y oJS IS/O-i, Kl2<s bt^2^ uojTotiatioas ^Itli 
"Ctiit? £L^l-uT<!ay Evoriii::^ Post" cosceriiitii; tlie public^! io^n of en firticlo 
r'iilcli Pwuld carry Kixs ac tlio fiuthcaf. Bustia told a group of 
EGiiDcJjitos that Viie article vzup in feet, vrrittc;! by Jccgs, cad Eii^s 
did Dot cvoa rccil tho CArticld bcfcro giviiiS ti<» "Post^ jtornissica to 
fCO iiiiOiiri witii its pjU3ii2ntica. txjIs cytisie^ cirtitlett -"I;c£3rwe3 Are 
j gnt i:cvis:5 Vos 2?^:::;^' ci^T'Oarca lii VaQ l^xy?^<^j: 7$ 1^24:, dcc^iio Gt tUo 
rPcnt," x:oves£3G?, It04, VzzhtoX rroto cii articlo lor 
eatitlod "ioc:^in2 Ahoad"* tyhioh waa to bo tur^^d over tlio ''ICot aTccI: 
HoraAd Vribusa** bv ITachtel fif to? rocelslx^ Sin/?* a cT'toroir^l* ffi') 



giiv?i His Pcrsanxtl Co::<5uct 




Sup^l02czitic3 tbd picture ot King: as as unprincipled san 

nrcbscd co-^CGoni^z his rcl&tioasUit> vith coa:Rmlsts« Oa csjq 
occiar^ion, for cisr;r)lo, ho tras a'^iliod by rcpcrtors if he took orders 
tlio ccrjsxjdS&tB imd also %1iotb€£r bo took th&m tro-ss. Stanley l^vicGn* 
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BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY. ET AL 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-11B5 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCI 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C.. D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUiMBER 76-1186 • "'^-^ 



pulled Irom this lile 
under court order of U.S, District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., rjnd sent to National Archives. 
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RE: BERNiKD S. LEE VS. CLAREKCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.CD.C.) CIVIL /motf NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHER ! CHKISTIAN LEVDERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
VS. CLA1>ENC€ M. KELLEV, ET AL {U.S.P.C, D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTIOK NUMBER 76-1186 



SitfMi* *^ pulled from this file under court order 
of U,S. District Judge John Levis Smithy Jr., and 

sent to National Archives. 



Irbilo the cocQunicts are concontrating beavlly on ' 
t!artln Luther KtnSf they arc oot Ignoriu:; the other Ke£;ro loader:^ 
and the orcsnls&atlona active Id the Intcerrtlon Kove&oDt. f 
Through the ycarD, such organlsjations have been a constant targei 
for ooinnunl6t*lBfiltratlon efforto. 

Xn February, lt6^^ n&tiocal Party functionary, 
Hyaan Luner, told a Party cehonl tl^at the Party *b fisbt for 
equality if» a fight acainst eocopoly cftpital, and tho f l^ht for 
decocratic rigbts^for the Kegro t&cor:e& a i±0i% vblch is part of 
the vLoie ^anticonopoiy etruca^c" vithia tho United Gtatea, 
According to Luner, the Kecro ctruffglo and the peace ctrugglo fall 
vithio the class stru^ffle co, ior Varxi&ie, the class struggle 
reaaics the .underlyice bario question vith full equality and 
""dcniocracy** the goal of the struggle, Ao the Party's General 
Secretary. Cub Ball, has said "Jin Crov can be dealt vith only by 
dcalini; vitfa capitalicn.** The Party's Hatiornl L'egro Coamissioa 
Choircan told the Cotac. scion in rcbrusry, ID&l, that the Party ■ 
oust vage an sll-out fight for tbe Civil Bights Bill throuith 
pFrESure On the Confess and, if neccsSary, throusb direct action 
such as dertonstrationo and warches. Xn /ipril, 1534, the Party's 
Le^slative Director| Arnold Johnson, stated that it vas definitely 
truo that the Party is in tbe current civil rights eovesent, but 
because of tbe hysteria of tbe nevs vedia and opposition by tbe 
Goveruacnt, it «ac not .leaoiblo to ;mblicize the acsistance the 
Party is giving to this koveaent. Currently, Party instructions 
are that Party Kcsbers, in nu^bcrs^ should attend a national , 
conforonce of top Uegro leaders scheduled for January^ 1985«^^^ - 
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Violenco Hinted 

The fviGbtenlng truth of the conraunist Involvemont Is 
illustrated by coLincnts made at a Vsiy, 1964, neeting of the 
Party's National liocro Cortnicsion by one of the Party's 
national functionaries vho said that a total revolution is 
in the process of development and that no one can predict 
whether the reactionaries in the United States will drive 
this couatry into a bloody, sacrificial conflict in order to 
prolong the hour of their ulticate defeat. In this statenent 
wc see not only a hint at possible violence, but coupled with 
it the Party's advance chnrce of placing the blace elcewherc. 

(9) 

Party Eecruitnent Planned . ■ 

The Party's ihvoivenont in the racial situation is 
intended to also serve in the all-lnnortant task of rocrultnent 
In early June, 1664, the Party's nationcl headquarters proposed 
that headquarters be opened in an J or cities for the purpose of 
holding forusis. The objective, as e::pl£lnGd by a Party 
functionary, is to organise special study groups designed to 
c::ploit sincere civil rights irorUers and ottcapt to recruit 
thoa into the Party. (10) 



Coc}'j}uni£>t In Action 
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A3. D to Rci gliton Vc-nsioa - ' • • . . 

Xn chort, tho COTGA's prlnary purposo baa hotel to 
eUd fusi to tho flro at tlie local lovd to Ueop tte racial - . 
uurost at £evcr pitch at tho nr.tioxial lovolf x^ero tho Poxty 
bopea to dcx^lvo Its groatoot bonofit tturough bucU Ix^rtoat . 
channels as I2:u*tln lutbor Cingt ^ . :r. ' 

At ViQ latorniodlato levoli tho Party contimioo to .. 
vtiliso Ito othoj tcola of propac^aaila ana c:;ltGtioa to brins as 
Eiuch pron;3i":ro pc3':flblp to bonr oa tho oycr-a21 eituctioa* Farty 
nG;7£;p^.pors anU I-ra'ty-G:x)n3orod publi cation 3 pour out prppaj*aac2a 
RlnDd at bciebtcsins tbo tossloaa. Coazjaaifst tzoz:,t orn&nlsatloas 
opicinate and circuiato IcaClotSi circulavoj end petitions, 
and boubard Ccn:;rc32 and tho President vith letters and tele- • 
Cprana douanOlcs ao.loa Oa quo sort or acoth^* 

Coaolurjlcn _ - ■ - ** 

It is evident froa tho £act5 prosanted that H^tia Lutber 
Hins conctitutco a oocurlt^ p::oblca to this Hation* It io cq-o^^lly 
.evid3at tbat tbo Uey^Q poop?.08 cono 25 nill2.on otron::, aro not 
awaro citbor oi Kins* a Gcourlty liability or of his porrsoaol 
• debaucbovy. If thoy vcro a'.Tai'Oi it l3 not liboly that tboy would 
I bo eivlns to hill tbo cvxi^jovt that ho now has. At thin tino, the 
ovorv;Iieiinln3 majority or tbo IJc;,'ro pooi>lo bav3 nuccoasiully 
rosirjted coiizauisa and tills is to tbclr distinct credit. Undor 
K1j::^*s IcadorGhlp, xAll tblo condition bo cbanijoci? Tbis in the 
Ecriouo rucjr^ticn vliicli ciast bo facod roalistically* Tbo Kejro 
pooplo aro cortr.inly ontitlod to all civil rlcbts enjoyed by 
pbit^ people. Crji tboir lc::it?jnate aspirations and cSforto in 
tbis direction bo so-paratod x>oruanently £ron coixrazd.£zii? It is 
bclicvod tbis can be done tt objectivity is pursued and tho .facto 
Imoxni acted upon constructively* 
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